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SALUTATORY.

I do not resume the duties of a journalistic life with the overwrought
expectations of the novice. Fall well | know the uncertan character of the
sea of public opinion. There are reefs and shoals, whirlpools and sunken
rocks, fathomless pits and treacherons typhoons to be discovered and shunned
by the journalistic ship which embarks on such a sea bound for the port of
“ Liberty,” whose way stations are * Equality,” * Justice," * Basiness," “ Lit-
emture,” 4 Ant" “ Science,” * Fashion,” “ Soclety,” and * Home." But
THE WEST SHORE 5 a staunch and well-rigged ship, and the flag ar its
musthead floats bravely out on the breeres of Progress, and dips proudly as
it approaches its many competing crafts and proffers this journalistic salate.

Experience has taught nie valued lessons in the discovery and avoidance
of journalistic dangers. The same patieat, impartial and painstaking teacher
has tatight  constantly increasing majonty of women in all localities the same
important lessans, and we are ready now to sail together, as editor and read:
ers, the one at the helm and the multitude on deck, assured, as we touch at
the many different wayports of business, in which all are {nterested, that our
greatést common interest centers in the peaceful haven of Liberty.

| make my editorial bow with respectful deference to many new reiders,
as our helm bears hard-a-starboand ; and | greet my many old time frends
withi the cordial confidence of long acquaintance as we embark together on
our voyage of endurance and hope.

The traditional ¥ woman's rights woman " s dead.  She of the * stident
voice " and nondescript attire, of whom we used to hear so much, i either a
creature of the past or has been an fgmis fasuws from the beginming, existing
only in the brain of the man's nghts editog. In ber place has come the
s equal rights woman," whose voice is modulated and her manner sweet, 1
she Is young her cheeks are dimpled and rosy 5 or, if long years of service in
the home, or school, or anywhere tlse that duty or necessity commanded have
made her old and wrinkled, hier smile is still kindly, her voice charming and
her deportment gracious.  The equal rights woman does not want to try,
sior world she if she could, usurp a single one of the rights of man, She is
the mother, wife, sister, daughter, niece, sweetheart or consin of whole battal-
lions of men,  She woulda't live in the world without men il she coukd ; and,
from the way her hand and heart are sought in matrimony by men of sense
and wisdom, it Is safe to say she coullln't live without them if she would, The
equal nights woman is not the queen of a realm, but the president of a repub-
lic, called home, If she is married, ber hushand and children are copatners
in the establishiment ; and, If she isn't married, she confidently expects (o be.
She I often distinguished of late years as a preacher, professor, author,
teacher, artist, electrician, merchant, farmer, manufacturer, actress, editor,
compasitor, senographer, agent, broker or physician, just as she has ever
been distinguished in the past a3 a homekeeper, But, with all the added
responsibilities of these various vocations, bt few of which are self-sought,
her home has ot suffered nior her husband become a castaway. “ Her hus-
band i known in the gates, when sitteth among the mulers of the lnd.”

Such are the women who are demandiog the recognition of their equal
right with ian 1o a voice in making the laws of the land in which they live
and do business ; the land in whose governinent they have no voice, but whose
tux-gatherers never fail (o findl thetn ; where thelr sans, whom they hive risked
thelr own fives to endow with existence, fiay e torn from their tender em-
brace 10 be made 1argets for the bullets ol thase ambitious lovers of conguest
who are alone responstble for war,

The equal rights woman Is often at home on the rostrum and always at
bame at the bearthstone, ¥ Her children arise aod call her blessed.”  There
are fow deaths in her houschold, for she has sudied and obeyel the laws of
sanitation, the chemistry of good cookery and the charms of perennial gool
mature.  Her husband can't afford 1o be disagrecable or ungracous, for
she can be so nearly independent of him il necessary—and he knows =
that he involuntarily appears at his best in her presence.  Her children learn
useful trades or go to college.  They beeome farmers, editor, merchants,

preachers, lawyers, professors, bankers, manufacturers, antmans, doctors,
satesmen and parents, but not drunkards, idlers, vagabonds, courtesans or
tramps.  The wise mother has noble sons and loving dimghters, for whose
welfare, even more than ner own, she desires to do her part to secure for all
women thit equality before the law, without which both man and woman fall
short of their highest desting. The equal rights woman knows that a one-
sexed government is fike a one-sexed home.  She doesn't like 2 hamne without
men in it, and she knows thit no man would like a government without women
in it if all men knew what was best for thenselves and their country.  Many
noble men have Jearned this truth aleady, to their everlasting crediy, and all
the rest wihil Jearn it also, if they grow in knowledge with advancing years,

Liberty is represented, always, in a symbolic way, as & woman, full
grown.  But, so long as woman s a subordinate in the goverment tinler
which she Tives, subject to “ taxation without representation and government
without consent,” it is mere mockery of justice to employ her figure as a
symbol of freedom. No matier whether her regal form fs displayed on the
dome of & nation's capltol where only men are rulers, or placed as a perpetual
torch-bearer it the gateway of a nation's commerce, as * Liberty Enlightening
the Workd," her presence carries with it at once a mockery of justice as now
administered and a prophecy of the future as foreseen by every patriot.  Man,
#¢ & reasoning animal, is always meaning to be just.  And the fact that in
spite of his practice in denying fiberty to women, his theory is all right in
regard to her future destiny is graphically portmyeds in his prophetic monds
whenever he gets pariotic enough to erect symbolic statues of the highest
ander.

Will the sage of the Cregowian. who happened to be hom and reared an
only son among & large family of daughters, all of whom are leading advo-
cates of wormin suffrage, be kind enough to tell us how he reached the con-
clusion, so often reiternted of late in bis otberwise excellent ind respectful
journal, (hat  the best womien do not want to vote ? 5

——

#A FORMIDABLE PLATITUDE"

Our esteemed contemporary, the Oregonian, which, when left to the
guiding brain of its senior editor, is noted for its sagncity, nevertheless so
often makes itsell ridicilous through the ald of its subordinates, who guage
their oftenamred volubility on the woman miffrage question by the vapidity of
\heir knowledige on the subject, that we, being in an accommodating mood,
give place this week 1o fts recent fulminations under the above caption, memly
adding tha the ridicolous admisture of truth and falsehood it containg s cony
piled from an antmymous. manifesto which Is circulated freely by our Iriend,
the enemy, &t every point where the special efforts of woman wuffrggists are
temporadily centered,  The thing is a curksity, and dcts merely s a bait to
cntch willing gudgeons, The garbled quotation from Colonel Higginson, who
i an honored officer 1 the Maussachusetts Woman Suflrage association, and
has no more intention of giving up the fight than any other patriol, s i fuir
sample of the methuds employed to defeat the cause of justico by the average
* retpanstrant,”

The regomian hia wore than onee conreoundy reminded the advorate of full sl
fur women Dt ieir iallod caose wis weaker before the poople than it wa en or v
filleen year agn; hat tle ehied munibibing Block 1 e enactment of woman affmge wa
e enrmest opponition of & vist majoeity of the intelligent wimen of the bind e anvwer
ol the adsmontes of wommn sulfrage has been 10 avert that the cais of wintiah wiiffrage
wax mever s strongg o8 0 b today, and that the oppositian of the wonwn to e gilt of
salfiragge wan of %0 litile convespannce that ite ditatkon was ** eothing Pt o platipucde.

Lt 1 bk ot thhe fuitn which determiing the prosent steeagth of the cimn of womsn
sulfrage. |n VARg Maltie, Ly her lgibiture. rofused muniignl sufliage 1o wonsn by
votn ol o thass fwo 1o the b Toth houses; New Humgahire, in constinithmal canvem
tim, ger the worman suffraglsts v to withdre; Tkt dhefeution nuticipal sulliage
for ther it tme? Obin tetused mindetyml suftrage, and a poposithon ot o conatitutional
atsencitsent also faledd of adoption; Netirwka voted 6 pristp defhiritely " inviniied-
gl wuttiige Lill; Massachisetts defented both & il siffrage 1Al anil @ e wf o
frage 11, Nevads tejectend o wornnn wffrage tutional ammemdiommt. ¢ (3]




