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ADDRESS OF MRS, BERTHA HONORE PALMER

Prevident Board Ladhy Managees, debivered before the Wiosman s Na
I came to listen and Jearn in this assembly of women of broad views and
igh ideals, and | feel assured that the purposes of our board will be greatly
furthered by our having been put in sympathetic touch with the leaders of
thought in the vanous departments of woman's work. A magniticent site
has been assigned us, and §200,000 appropriated for the construction of the
worman's building ar the world's fair, Such will be, undoubtedly, kept as a
permanent memonal of woman's work after the fair s over, and in it all wo-
men's nq,'mimllum and convocations will find a home. This bulkding & 1w
be designed by a woman, competitive sketches having already been adver-
tisedd for from the women architects of the country, three przes of $1,000,
$300 and $250 respectively, being offered for the three best desygms. We
hope by thus calling attention to the work of women in architeciure to ald
theth to occupy a field which naterally belongs to them, that of domesti
architecture, for every nian is gradually being educated by the women for
whom he builds to know what is required in 2 home.
We shall try to provide in this building tor all possible wants of women,
having in view a bureay of information with interpreters and guides for strang-
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representing missionary societies to realize that they may aid both themselves
and us by showing the fife and work of women in heathen countries, 1f a
child widow. for instance, froni a Zenanna, could be brought, with her native
dress and surroundings, and the suffering and inhumanity 1o which she is sub-
ected shown, it would arouse such an interest on the subject as years of talk
would not produce. ‘The native weaving, pottery, Drnaments, costumes, house-
hokd otensils, etc,, from these countnes would also be of the greatest interest

and valie. ¢ * * Our building and its facilities will be offered free to all

the women of the country.
For the first time in our history the mothers, wives and daughters of

America have been permitted to assist in the management of an important
national enterprise, and have been allowed the the high, but demoralizing priv-
ilege of slipping their fingers into the national purse [laughter] m onder that
they o prepare an object lesson shawing the progress of women during
the century in which educational and other pnvileges have been accorded her.
We wish :.u show that with the enlargement of her opportunities, her sphere
has extenided and broadened until she works successfully in almost every field
heretofote given up exclusively to her, except that she can do many things
o ther all well, and that there are no intellectual heights she can not
wale.  Hers are essentially the arts of peace and progress, and her best work
is shown in the reforms she has had the courage and the ideality to inavgurate

and d
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ers, parkies and halcomes where ladies may rest and

nive lessons

L a mwdel kinchen where demonstira
without charge: a Toan exhibet of colonial, old 1
rebics recalling the earty history of our country and
biects developed in the hoine by

from which we are sprungg, and abw of o
waste of women.  One wing of the ballding wil possshly be devoeed 1o sl

¢ the reform and charitable ongamsatsons ongmated and carmed oo

s, and the other 1o the exhi

v formed through the insramentality of oar foregdn B

» incdicate the condition and attamipents of women in every part of the w

We shall also have an admimstranon roosn, COmBITTOt 1ooMms, asxi an s
sembly oom for all dectures, congresses and assemubbes whach nuay be de-
Inn the maaim gallery there will be protubly shown some of

wmd by women
the mont beilllant achievements of woman's hand and bramn I heer

doubtbess be @ many

the general cahibit under the rrgular classihication, the duplicates bemg placed

n our ballding to emphasue the fact 1hat they are the work of women
In reating a Bt of the onganiatioms ropreseated bere it ocoarmed o

that we might obtain alwo 3 most umesaa) cadsht from the msuoosry sxtions  they will be
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apwinst tupe-honored wrongs, hath Jegislative and social, and in the gradual
of morality

uty of showing this beautiful influence and the ad-
ped by the fact that the most val-
10 show progress in abstract things,

ausedd, bt are handics

ecome signthicant only when iatelligently

read. Wil you not aid us with your experience and

il whole, with its amimating spint,

b L0 MKW wOran & wOrk as 3 heautiy

teral t We wish the workd's fair of 1843

0 be memorable as a great exhibition, greater than any which ever preceded
P
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. bt we alio wish its history to be o golden page in the annals of woman's

wiy request, therefore, that each organisation represented here
ditee of hive of its most able women to consider the work we
tour sex at the fair, andd 10 present to us at an esrly day
nd advice as 10 how we may best accomplsh the great end
W to inform us in what manner their associations will be
abie 10 co-opecate with our board in ity work, and we ask that they send their
wions Hor space, €3¢, 1o our headquarters in Chucago, where

recesved and most carefully considered and acted upon

appoars
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