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though numed “ Cabo de Frondoso ™ by this Spaniards.  Although for years
before the Columbia was discovered ft was believed that a mighty river flowed
from the Rocky mountaing westward to the Pacific in that lnitude, the bay
like appearance of its mouth prevented its discovery by even such & famous
and enemetic explorer as Captain Vancouver, who visied it m 1792 for the
spicial purpose of rcertaining whether a river really did exist there, and went
away firmly convinced that such was not the case, Hecets, a Spanish ex-
plorer, passed it by In 1775 and named it ** Encenada de Asuncion ' (Assump-
tion inlet).  Although he made no attempt to enter it, he gave it as his opmion
that u river existed there, and Spanish maps thereafter marked the mouth of
a river there, and called it “ Encenada de Heceta ™ and * Rio de San Roc.”
A few days after Vancouver turned away in disappointment, Captain Robert
Gray, in the American ship Columdda, on the eleventh day of May, 1792,
crossed the bar and safely anchored i the broad estuary ten miles above.
He remained in the river nine days, ascended it twenty-five miles, bestowed
upon it the name of his vessel, gave the two capes the mames they niw bear,
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and ihen salled north on & fur trading voyage,  Thus to an Amencan belongs
the honor of the actual discovery,

The Columbia river proper rises in Hrirish Columbia, near the boundary
line, and flows north between the Rocky and Selkirk ranges of mountains,
swoeping arourkd the lattor and tlawing south again between them and the
Gold mountains into Washington. 1t then makes a wide sweep to the west,
known as the * big bend,” and then 1o the south tuming Apain near the fortys
skath panllel and forming the houndary line between Uregon and Washington
10 the ocean. 1t receives three great tributaries,  The first rises in the Rocky
wountains, near Deer Lodge, Montana, and i varowsly known along its
cotirse s * Deer Lodge,” * Hell Gare,,' * Missoula,” * Clarke's Fork ™ (its
proper name) and * Pend d'Oreille The second ooe rises in the Teton
mountalns, fn Wyoning and in the National Park, near Yellowstone lake,
and flows west through [dahoy theo norh as the boundary between Idaho and
Oregon, avd then west again through Eastern Washington 10 the Columbia,
1t 4 the “ Snake ™ (Sahapting or the * Lewis"  The thind i the Willamette,
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