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CHINESE NEW YEAR AND THEATER.

Itis one of the grounds of complaint against John Chinaman that he
lives in the poorest possible style, thus not contributing to the support of those
thousands of industries that go to sustain owr complex industrial system and
give wark to the mechanicss and, doubtless, this s a Just cause of objection,
since the best citizen is hie who spends his money and thus returns it to the
channels of trade and provides work for thousands, Hu, Just as this eriti-
cism may be, there is a time when the Chinaman shows as much recklessness
in expenditure as his Caucasian brother, or rther, excels him in the disregard
of the cost of his jubilations, This is upon the various religious festal occa-
sions, of which, though there are many, but two are observed with nch cere-
These

year

mony i Amenca.

are the Chinese new
andl the harvest festival, The
former Is the anniversiry of
the assumption of power by
the refgning dynasty, and
now ocetirs the seconid week
in February. The latter is
a thanksgiving for bountiful
crops and  good  business,
and a placating of departed
spivits, to keep them from
interfenng adversely in mun-
dane affairs for the coming
vear, and occurs in Octo
ber. In many pariculars
the form of celebmtion is
much alike,

observiinces consist of an

I'he new year

entire cessation of work for
several days by even the

poorest M ity el for

two weeks by the rich ones,
Dressed in their best ap-
parel, they pay formal visits

THE LEATNNG MAN to each other, and entertain
their guests dght royally.
White callers are mnde welcome and hn:p}l.nh\g treated o tea, the like of
which never graces the Cavcasian table, wine, cigars, confectionery, fruit, ete,
The ceremonious greeting of wwo long-gowned and small-hatted Chinamen is
Each one, clasping his hands together in fromt of his face,

frow's his headl almost to the ground before the other three tines in succession,

awe imapiring.

with an air of submission and reverence that s overpawering,

At night the streets are brilliant with a multitude of many-colored, hal-
loon-shaped lasterns of all
siees, It is  between (the
hours of six and eight that
the authorities permit the
fiving of coackers, and | then
the noise is like that of a
haattle,
not know how 1o make a
noise with crnckens.  Reck

lessly extravagant as he b

The American does

sippostd to be, be can oo
approach John Chinaman in
his disregand of expease in
exphinling these red snap-
pers. o the fine place the
cheap thing wold 0 the
Attierican boy for' fourth ol
July is held in contempt,
and the cracker used by the
Chinaman explodes like (he
repont of a ife, Suspended
from a balcony or from a
long pole are bunches of
crackers string together in
i ntring perhips ten feet long,
[he fate at the hottom of
these is lighted and then the
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fun begins. The wtle sounds ke n discharge of musketey by & thousand
men with repeating rifles, 50 constant s ity every second or ko thee heavier
boom of 4 lunge cracker »
coming in to represent
the artillery, New
bunches are tied to the
upper end of the string
constantly, and this
ceaseless mutle is often
miintained for half an
hour steadily, great
crowds of all races and
hoth sexes gathering to
witness the spectacle.
It 15 not only the nch
merchants who indulge
i this  extravagance,
it often the more
humble wash house
proprietor will add 1o
the general din. Fourth
af July pales into insig-
ntficance  before  Chis
nese new year, so far
e firecrackers are con
cerned.

This, ton, s the

seasom when the Chi-

nese theatre is m the
height of fts glory, THE HEAVY VILLAIN.

Special preparations

are: made to please the public ot that time, and the delighted  Mongoliing
atterd in crowds.  The interior of this temple of Thespes is severely plain in
all its appointments, a fow rows of benches on the muin and level floor, and
a narrow gallery, with o few stalls for lidies, seated with wooden benclies,
Phe stage is a plain rostrum extending across the
enil of the hall, having two doors leading directly to the dressing and property

ronstitutes the auditorium,
room at the rear, one used for an entnce and one for an exil, A vivid
imugination s required 10 comprehend a Chinese play, for there are no scenic
cffects 1o help plice one en rugpors with its spirit. - When s bloody-miided
villain requires n sword, the blue-bloused and black-cued property man walks
out upon the stige and hands it to him.  When the exigencies of the oceasion
require that both the fleeing villain and hs weathful purssers shall cross
deep chasin in the mountains, both the mountuing aud the elusm being left 1)
the wpaidedd Imagitiation of all eoncerned, the property: man again appears in
sererie dignity, places two chairs upon the bare hoands of the stige, across
which he lays o plank, and
hoth the chasm and bridge
bieing now ready, the yillain
i his parsuers take u new
start and successfully pers
form  the perilous feat of
LTOMSINg,

However meager and
comimnn the prripmerties wind
tago ettings nuy be, the
costiimies are mrvels of jgurs
}:l“h‘-ll\'\" \"IIII'I’" f]'ﬂ‘
ran one se s ]) i [lllllrtl].il
himns "’ l“l“l |ll“] r“ﬂ” in
the mbmont of husman. be
Ings.
the fivest silk, satin and vel

I'he quality, too, is of

ved, sl the cost of sume of
the costumes would make
the tmmemal Sar or the
iptuistic Miry despair. Evi
malaces  ae
tpon costuiyses wnd not ipon

dently hased
the histriomic ialent alihough,
from the Chinese standard,
some of the actors are said
b prossiess muich of the latter




