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. HOBBY HORSES AND THEIR RIDERS:

Copeerning psychological questions, which, next 1o % single tax,” form 3
theme commanding, perhaps, u gredter share of public attention just now,
oitside of the ondinanily accepted channels of popular thought and action,
than any other of the moot matters pertaining (0 humanity's trangitory. pe-
riodd of extstance, | now propose 10 sy something, not that 1 hope 1o be
ariiginal, for there is nothimg new under the sun, bur because, like my tradi-
tienal und much-misrepresented Mother Eve, | like to investigate that which
13t b desired to make e wise,

The day has gone by for the popular scceptance of the negative side of
ll veeult questions; a5 well as the contemptuous silence of press and pufpit,
1o which eserythiing not 100 anclent to be capable of poof was systermatically
relegated for conturies.  Leading minds ameng the clergy can no linger be
kept silent by the bitted bridles of conservatism, with the authority of the
deid past clutehing the chiek reins of thought with the bigoted dogmus of
pone eras, The individual of either sex who complacently disckims any
Interest in problems that encronch upon the envirors of what has long been
destgnnted as the unknowable, is either the vietin of a mistaken funcy or the
subject of intelligent commiseration.  Surely overy person is by this time
aware that there 15 in existence a society for psychical research, unpopulariy
Kknowi for & number of years as the Seybert commission—so numed after its
founder, & spintualistic plutocrat who determined to apply the accretions of
his posthtimous fistncial plethor o the scientific elocidation of psychic phe-
nomenn. Tt wis fora time guite the fashion 1o berate the Seybert commis-
sion.  Its members were scientific men, most of whom' were naturally preju-
dicedd at the outset of thedr investigations aguinst the existence of occult phe-
numena of any miental sort, and many of them so remain to this duy, not-
withstanding the thgenuous admission of all tat many of the manifestations
they lave witnessed under strictest conditions. are inexpladnable upon any
kivown ot genemlly accepted hypothesi.  On the other hand, there were
spirituialises by thousnds, or, perhips it would be nearer the truth 1o say tens
af thousands, who opposed the comission from ity inception, apd who, from
the potent fut of their own credulity, were unable to endure the crucial
methodds of coldly-intellectual investigation with the least degree of patience.,
Pour Henry Seybert, i, after his teansportstion from terrestrial existence o the
real or imagnary bind of shades, he is indeed conscious of anything that is
ol on upon the eqrth he has left bekind, mnst for a long tinge have suf-
feredd intenie sigony of spirit over the twodfold system of fault findiog which
Kept his munificent beguest in the condition of the tmditional Issacher who is
described in holy wiit as “erouching between two bhurdens”  Liely, how-
ever, it has beeosne fashionable 1o exiol the Seybent commission, and 1he So-
oty for Paychical Resenrch is rapidly becoming a recoymieed factor in the
elucidation of phenomena pertaining (o that ever-living question progopngdet
by thinker who was nit more interested  than: ourselves @ 11 2 man die,
shall he Bve again ™ This soctety, totally unmindful, as far 3s human judg-
nsent could discem, of all the adverse cnticism of all shades of accepted be-
liof, has gone faichfully forwand, conscientiously. eaming its money and fear.
bessly presentingg the poblic such evidence as comes hefore i
dence i generally of such 4 chancter as no coterle of devont believers in the
wicdern bejeweled and bedierened “ medinm ™ could affond 10 offer the in-
creditlous pablic ot their seances, where the price of adimission to a darkened
riom, redolent ofien of onions, always of tubacen, and not infrequently of
whisky, is placed at one dollar per head.  The calm deliberations with which
the pwychical sciety has meeeived the testimony placed before i, and the can,
i, fmparthal way by which it by presested thar evidence 1o the people, live
wiought a change in pubhc opinion which s lithe short of marvedous.  ~ Tel
epathy " s the new synonym applied 0 @ spint mppings,” wd the phepm-
e of these, this pealy ehristened, secin already th have Turnished a buysds
for schentific mberpretation of much that formerly passerd corent among the
stiperstitions aml gnonnt as witchomil, aivd among the eaned and bigoted
s dinbolistn, ** Upto the present tnie,” says the well known savant, Pro-
fessor Wallace, i a moent valuable comtobution: to the pross, * the only ex:
pliativn of the varions clisses of appantions siggested by the o promi:
nent wotking menibiers of the sockety v thar they are halluctnations dye 1o
the telepathic action of one mind upon anither.”  Aml yet the frmnk admis.
ston of the fict that one mind ihay act upon anither in x  telepathic ™ or any
way in which o iluce *spint rappiogs " and * table mppings,” or project
“ apparitions,” points t further nvestigatons ln the near future, by which a
aee satisfactory solithon of the * ghost ™ question can be seachid than ever
woukl have been possible lud only the known adberents 10 1the faith, or cyend,
of spintualivm been permitted 1o handle the Seybert fumd.  One of the latest
indcathons that the peychical society bas come 10 stay as o populaly ooy

Antl this evi-
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of weciilh, or supersenstions, problems, of which it
i ool obstinacy 10 longer deny the: cxistence, is the fact that a sub-society
of tiatiornl and intemational reputition has lutely been Il'umled for the jnde.
pendint pursuit of pinstaking investigation "I"“Eblh" lines of Pﬂ?t‘hlﬂﬂ e
senrch, i which the wellknown numes of such Jeading thinkers as Rev, M. ],
Stvage and Mary A Livermore, of Taston, and Rev, Dr. Thomas and Fran.
ces B Willanl, of Chicago, are members,  Robert Diale Owen, whase soul,
i s belief b e, like Jolo Brown's, of Hamer's Ferry fame, “goes
sitariching on,” Juadd 1o wait & good while after leaving the body to witness (he
scientitic recogmition of bty wirk, © The Debatable Land,” but posterity, a
least, b Been paid for lis waiting by the publicition of the proceedings of
the Sechety for Psychical Research, which has given due prominence to his pa:
thent |rm--u;.mrm of fucts 40 rigilly tabooed at the time of thieir original pub.
icadion that the literary wotld {elt constrained to pat its vaunied conservatist
un he hack whea the renowned © Katie King expostire " for & time turne
e brsiny of the fosrless thinker frony s equilibriom, and furnished press and
puilgit with themes for eriticism during a quarter of o century.

pized] faetor in the solution

&L world s going 1o financlal ruin because of cnm'ﬂm»" sat] 4
w pesstritistic friend i my heaning 8 few days ago. I had been saying that
never before in the history of this American nation were the common people
s well oft as fow,  Never sere so many cosy homes built and owned by
wechiinies i artisons of all grades, and never before were opportunities so
oo fot wage eatness o becone their own lindlords.

W1t i the extravagance of the farmers that lies at the bottom of all
1his, il Teauds everything to disister,” e continued, with a deprecatory shrug
of the shoulder. * Half the farmers in my neighborhood have sold or mort.
igzeed vatliahle lands to get money to build and fumish fine Houses,” he add-
o, after an otninous silence,

o Gilind to hear it | answered, heartily,  * The unproductive lands they
held so long in idletiess, keeping themselves poor and their neighbors poorer,
belngg <old or mongaged to pay for bullding comfortable homes for their fin:
ilies will be a blessing to humanity i many ways.  The money thus put into
cimulation gives employment 10 the day' liborer and the mechanie, enabling
(hens o By village Jots or suburbin acres upon which to erect homes of their
own,  The prospect of bhecoming a home owner encournges thrift and econ:
omy amuong the poorer clysses and enables them 1o supply themselves with
all the comforts and many of the lixuries of life, thus stimuliating trade,
which, i its turn, stimulates manufactuning and commerce, enabling avenues
of business 1o multiply themselves in geometrical proportion.  But, to go
bk vo your nedghbor farmers, the good houses they build, the fiseniture they
buy and the comforts and locuries they thus enjoy will make the farm attmet:
ive to the wives and children, wha will lewn to extol raral life ; whereas, under
the old scrmping, pinching style of sl denial, the boys and girls, a8 you
kniw, desertedd the farm as soon as they were old enough to attempt it Sugk
pose satie: permious ok land grbber: does have to part with some of his
mantgibged acres (0 make e rest more antrctive, what of it?  Isn't he cast:
g brewd upon dhee witens? Suppose now and then some farmer even loses
s honwe hecause bie overreached his calewlations to busld it, must all the rest
of the agricultunl communiey, as well as the anifan, the manufactarer and
und the mechanic remain at a sandsul] to prevent such ' possibiliy?  No,
friewd, The greatest good o the greatest numbier is gained only through the
mpovesent of the land, which nieans, first of all, the silding and adorn.
went of heantiful homes, followed by the cultivation of orchards, flowets and
iatdetis, the display of grassy lawns, and above all, (he health and content:
et oF huslands and wives, and the consequent well-being: of happy chil
dren”

Beautify your homws, farmens, even if your puist wrestle for o few years
with 4 miemtgagte.  The inferest will come back to you and your neighboys in
v thowand diversified ways, und you can pay the principal at mattrity by sell
ing off your surphies aores to somebody else who witnts & hame, for which I
W willing to gy increased price that e may enjoy. the onor of bty the
nerghbor of aman who thinks wore of his Imuily than of broad acres of une
el farud AMGAIL SCOTT DURIWAY,
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Tl attontion of certin genthetrien who spent a few weeks in Salem os
tensibly as wpresentatives of the outieens of Multtiiisah couinty, but in reality

a8 bebchinen of mme o the other of Portland's feudal londs, is ealled to the
wonds of Joh l
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