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GEYSERS OF YELLOWSTONE

Of the many wonders of the National Park of the Yellowstone, the
nunerous geysers are the most marvelous and interesting.  These queer nuan-
ifestations of nature’s forces resident in the bowels of the earth are o be found
in low valleys, or basing, between the mountain ridges that traverse the park.
The greater numbet, in fiuct, all of the lange and fine ones, are found in the
villley of Firehole river, o tributary of the Madison, which, in turn, becomis 1
portion of the mighty Missouri. There are three basins along the Firchale,
the lower, the middle—often ealled # Hell's Half Acre "—and the pper, wp.
arated by u distance of five miles. A geyser is a column of water projected
Into the air from a pool which is connected by a crevice, or geyser thbe, in the
rock with the internal heat of the earth,  Grad-
ually the water in the tube hecomes heated
10 uich an extent that its expansive foroe
avervomes the weight of the water
above, which is forced out and thrown
10 v column bigh into the air, the release
permitting steam to. generate rapidly,
thits adding to the force and sustaining
the column of, water often many min
ules in the air. A geyser differs from
A fountmn in appearnce, both in the
yrent volume of water it containg and
(0 the egularity of it appearance.
Every instant the colunin is changing
in heigh and shape, and is always sue-
rourded with clouds of steam, hlown
dbout by the wind and forming inntm-
ermble minbows, while the constantly
flling mass of water strikes the mound
it thie sk of the coluinn ke the oar of
cataract,  Standing on the brink of # geyser
crater, and gng down into the clear depths of
the water, beholding u fairy palace sparkling
with colors, ime sees not the fuintest indication of
the mighty force slbmbering bomeath,  Suddenty
he ears and feels heavy thuds beneath his feet,
like a succession of explosions, and the ground
trembles as though a mighty giant were strug:
ghing for liberty, Me hastens away 1 a sle
histance, and turns to behald his once quier pool
the base of a column of water and steam shoot-

Iy with mighty and pulsating foree fur fnto the
i,

PARK. .

Gieysers are very lreguilar in their actions,
some playing often and at regubar intervals, others
at bong bt eegular intervals, and still others so
irvegularly that thelr activity can i be antici-
pated This is due 1o the variation in the con-
Tonmastion of gevser tibes and intermal chambers.
Mhe Fountain, in lower geyser basin, plays
stewdily for an bour, wd then bs quiet for five
howirs, Its column being sisty feet high, In
Hell's Ml Acre & the Sheridan, which hokds a
column of water seventy feet in diatieter o a
height oF 3o feet for soverl seconds, hut i
overy seldom in action,  In this hasin e the
largest ot springs in the woyll, fully 250 feet

In dhameter, in which the water is always boiling like & chublron, with a ¢hond
Of stesin hanging sbout it,

Phere are 10,000 gevsers il hot springs in the park, 2,000 of which are
g the Firehole, the upper busin: contalning the greatest number of large
and active gnes, thus befig the cetiter of attmetion for all visitors,  Here are
ti be found the Castle, which sejsly up little jets twenty feet every few min.
Uty bt anee w day shoots a colimn 100 feet high and halds & there for hatf
an hour, The moumd that has aecuimibated around this geyser Us forty feet
high,  Ihe Bee Hive dully projects a columin 219 feet for eight minutes.
Notice of appoaching eruption is given a few minutes in sdvaice by a litthe
et of stown that st from & small vent neat by. ‘The Glantess acts aboot
ance in fourteen diys, amd without the least waming shoots a bexly' of hoiling
Water 250 feet high, which soon drops 10 eighty feet and continues for tioee

than half w0 day,  The Lion, Liovess atd Two Cubs form a group, the firw
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one acting independently and the others in unison, but lmgulnrlly. ‘::I:.' F‘.mnd
acting i |

aets penerally twice a day, Its action is so peculiar and varied t l! well
: : T Splenidid acts every three hours, and for ten minutes
sustaing & column 200 feer hight  The Giant plays for two h.uurs cvcr?- four
| Ihere are numerous others, but the most noted of all is Old Faithful,
NIV, il I ] W : : : o
mhlifh sponts from. an ofifice seventy feet long by 1wo feet wide, F\‘tr} sty
five minutes, its eriptions lasting from four to six minutes. It is '.ht anly
large geyser known in the world which spouts. 5o frequently and with such

deserves its nime

ailing regulanty
I'nf"t:?:‘“:‘:']]‘l.i: ~||.1|1];u are the mud gevsers, located six miles helow 1!11! lai‘m,
These geysers are very irregular in '.hn'r. action, ITIP large one at this point
remaining inactive for several years it a time, Tt I.! suml\unl]cd by numierous
hot springs, and when in action throws up large
msses of mud to 2 great height, At times the
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fimee must be temitic, for the trees for 4 distance of seventy-five vands in all

Ehet greatest objeet of curiosity is a mud
down into ity erater, glimpses can be had

as i helehes, mingled with steam, from the mountain,
striking aginst the side of ihe cruer and o

directions are covered with mud

voleant an the Wl dde

1okt

of the boiling mud

Iling back again our of sight.
deam.  In the lower geyser
cuvenmg anarea of forty by seventy
A pink hue while the oher s snowy white.  These are
constantly agitated and throw up ditle jets of mud that fall in beattiful rings,
only 1o be broken in another insi by W sevond eruption,

Uhese ame but a few of the atractions of that wonderful region, a free
tour of which is offered by THE Wist SHoe 10 the pérson sending in the

largest list of words made from the phease * Yellowstone Park,” Rules gov-
erning the contest will be found on page 148

Ansother simaller 0ae near by etnits only jeis of

bawn are mud springs, of paint pots,
feet, o end having




