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THE CONSOLIDATION BILL.

The citizens of Multnomah may be  little alow about swakening to the
importance of projected enterprises; or, rather, & large number of them
may hava bean alow in the pust, but any one who doabia their present ae-
tlvity has only to sttend & mesting like that beld at the tabernacle on last
Baturday evening, to ba convinced that the term " mossback" fails to fit
th Oregonian of the period with ita former aptitade. The meeting was s
rousor of the old-iashloned campaign sort, and waa called to order by our
efficient mayor, Hon, Van DeLsshmutt, s man noted for hin partiality to
poblie enterprises, as well sa bis deep regard for shrewd women, rapid
borses and Caror d'Alene mines. Our mayor knows the valos of 8 business
proposition and graspe the [os and outs of it at & glance. Like all men of
aifairs who have made it thelr business to handle and amans great fortunes,
Mayor DeLashmutt sees strongth In consolidation, progress in expansion
and power In unon,

A fow years ago Portland was a provineial town, Fast Portland sn un-
{mportant suburb and Albing & howling wilderness. Of course we biad the
old 0. H. N. company among us, with it noble representatives of grit and
go-sheaditlveness like Captains Ainsworth and Thompson, Messers, Conch,
Flanders, Dekum, Thompeon, Lawis, Ladd, the Corbetts, Failings, and a
score of other sclive financlers, whose enterprise bronght them coin and
curses, property snd vituparation, and in the end immense riches, But
the vim of {hiose met was {n & great measure gone when thelr vast personal
and corparats accumalations crowned thelr farseeing efforts with trinmph.
Our mayor belongs to & soimewhal yonnger coterie of enterprising men
than thoss just quoted, but he Is as widely awaks as any ol thewm concern-
g all matters pertaining to the future of Oregon, and he had the history of
thii atate’s past and present realitiea befors him when he mounted the boards
and In & stirring speech sot the walls of the tabernacle to ringing with an ar-
dor of enthusbest that in no wise cooled when Hon. John MeCraken followed
withs courtly style and persuasive speech, showing that us & mémber of the
Uregon logllature he was holding his power fully up lo the high standan!
required of him by Multnomah's taxpayers,

The Incubating tustropolls sita serenely at the head of tidowater navi-
gutlon, near ths confluenca of the Columbia and Willumette, creating a focal
venter of commerclal promise and gigantic probabilities, of which, at this
onrly poriod i the progress of electrified and steal-bolted Oregon, it is hard:
Iy possible to freme m prophecy big enough to fit the outlook. Colonal
MoCraken has watehed the triplet villages that grace the evergreen shores
of the Willsmotte from the days of Dr. McLoughlin's vigorous prime, and
the date of his own boyhood, to these times of rsh and roar and competi-
tion ani trickery, all of which belong to the feveriab, formative perlod that
miay make or mar the fortunes of & mighty vommonwenlth. Like all the
other business men of these busy times, whose breadth of comprehension
lod thim to the mam meeting to make wpeeches, clap hands or olatier canes,
Hewls or uuibirellas, the colonel tavored tho consolidation of the three eities,
andd he tada his {oflusnce felt aa be contrasted the quielnde and provinclal-
fam of the past with this modern era, when ocean and river steamers vie
with local anil transcontinental rallways in feeding the growing metropolls,
and molors vie with trolley-wayn in relegating the horse-car period to the
ox-cart dayw of the receded past, Dot why dwell upon the mass moeting at
tho tabernacs, which was only & prelude to the work in hand ut Salem?
Thete are too many enterprising men (nterestod in the great scheme ol con-
solidation to make personal mention of the fordeth of them a possibility,
Soffloo It to ray that & delegation of Moltnomans, filing two Pallman cars
and éxtending (nto the day coaches, left Portland on the moming of the
tenth, charged by the sagar multitudes left bebind them with the important
duty of checkmating the politieal bossism, of which, on these lines aro pen-
alled, 16 1a ot yot cortain—though we heps to the conlrary—they are not
1o remadn the victima for an indefinite period. Conspictious among these
gentletnen were Hon, M, U, Georgs, collossal, gracions and logleal ; George
B, Markle, Req., whote financial acimen is safliciently expansive to por-
oelve the whole aitustion st u glance, and whose volubility never falls him
at n oritioal moment; Hooo flearge H, Willlams, whose sdrancing yean
add dignity to & demesnor wever undignified | reprossntatives of the Wy
Suons, Oregonian, Telegram und other city papers, including those of Fast
Portland and Albins, the whols forming  folly, argnmentative, but by no
means noliy, erowd, which reached the capital city in gay good humor, and
proved 1o thalr recaleltrant ropresentatives, as thay marched to the state
liouse [n & body, that they had no intention of submitting tamely to the dic
tation of obstructionists, st whose bidding It was opanly alleged audacious
Blibastering to defeat consolilation wan golng on.

A mseting of the citirens’ consolidation commitioe was called at the |
brary of tha state capliol at 1,30 o'clock, and Hon, Gearge I, Williatms
wan ade chalman and Herbert Bradloy secretary. Mossers, Beach, Lom:
bard and Walker ware sppolnted a cotimities to [nvite the Multoomah del-
egation 1o & conference, to which the Honorables catne, with the one exce-
tiow of Mr, J. B Moulgomery, who ls, unfortunstely, ill at home. Two
o'clock was the hour appolnted for apecial consideration of the consolidation
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a wood omen, a8 one merious obstacle, ove
n:ap yotes a8 school boys awap fack knives, was removed, diminishing the
complexi'y of the fight, As the Wasr Snons most go to press before the
final vote is rexched, it I only possibile at this date to proguosticats the
hoped. for trinmph of the consolidation bill, Bat, whether success shall
erown the movement now or tiok, it Is quite certain that until the cosmopolis
tan city is born, which it s in the power of the pressnt legislatore to cre-
ate, the great state of Oregon must sit supinaly in the swaddling clothes of
lossness while Sesitle enlarges her bor-

habiyhood, Jooking on o puerile help
dors and embraces her adjacent lake shoree, and Tacoma sproads the aprons
of her subirban enterprise in the fap of Puyallup ready to begin, with eonfl-

dunce begotten of consolidated opportunities, the steep ascont of Mount Ral-
pier. In the mesntime, Olympis, having smbraced Tomwater, Swan

Town and both sides of the: headwaters of Puget sound, 1s rapidly forging
ahead, while Yakima and Ellgnsbargh are fast coming together after the
style of Minnespolls and Saint Panl: and Spokane Falls, profiting by the
example of Chicago, 18 ready to revsive within her chartered enyironment
wvery village that bobs up its head beyond her horders and coquettishly whis-
pers ' Lt me come in." It rests with the legislsture and governor of Ore-
gon to decide whether or not we are to have & eingle metropolitan city in
tho state bolore the close of this gensration,  With Portland enlarged to in-
oliila her sister towns; we shall, al one wnecessfnl stroke of poblio polioy,
sectire svantages that other citios, such 28 The Dalles, Grant's Pass abd

scoren of other loeul centars will be proad to emulate.
Awars Beorr Dusiway.
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Tho new Spokane smelter is now practically comploted. The ouly work
{hut remaing to bo dons is the connecting of the blast pipes, and the laying
of the rallrond track, It is prononnced by smelter men who have visited it
a5 bolog the equal In every respect to the big smelters of Colorado.

The Mue Bell mive, on the east side of Kootenai lake, sends out flatter-
{ng reports through its manager, Davelopment work has been done to the
extent that 600 tons of ore are now taken out dafly st & net profit of §20
per ton. Ben Tibby, of Boatte, hus been secured as genaral manager of the
mine and its smelting works.

The Badger mine at Gam, on Oanon creek in the Croar d'Alsne country,
i another example of extensive development paying hig dividends. This
mine was originally bonded for §00,000 by ssven Helona capitalists. A yoar
ago this month it was sccepted. Dnring the past year it has paid fo itsell
and produced $100,000 net profits, At present thers is enough ore in sight
1o |sst & year withott farthor davelopment work. The ore is silver and lead,
and the present rate of work makes the ming clear §43,000 per month profits,
[t ore is shipped to the Globe smelter at Danver.—Spokane Spokesman.

Although it has been kept secret and is still trying to bes, we have
known for severd] days that coal of good quality has been discovered naur
the Deschotes, On M. 1. Adama's place, near the head of the grade the
other side of the Deschotes free bridge is & well. It has been noticed for
som e that when the water got low in this well stock refused to drink it
The Adanis boys coneluded to examing into it, ane in cutting throogh a
ledign of red rock, discovered an excellent quality of conl, It is impossible
to any yet iow valuable thelr find s as they have not ot through the vein,
it the coal I there and tests sbow that it burng freely. This is the most
impartant discovery ever mude In this section, if the quantity is thers, and
thers seema to be no donbt of it.—The Dalles Chronicle,

A national guand bill has passed the sonste in Idaho and will donbtless
becorne & lax, Although the $0,000 appropriation for the first year will
not acoommplish moch towanle the equipment and malolensnce of the gnard
the passage of the law lays th foundation for an effeetive service in the fu:

tare.  The military splrit is rife in soveral panies
boing mustared in, e R -

A new wash and door fac
o actory has been located in North Yambill, Ore-




