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The bread of & Iabor Iaw passed at Salem proves npon exsmination to
be & slone, .

1f the presidential boom keeps growing, Pennoyer will be **s bigger
man than old Grant ' before long.

(juatemala and Hotduras are not satiafied with thelr drubbing by San
Ralvador and are preparing lor another.

From the appearance presented by the swarming thounands landing st
the New York immigration office, congress can nol pass & reatriction law
any too soon for the good of the country.

The gold brick game ia again abroad in the land, When & man permite
hils enpidity to destroy hin reasion or honor ha Ia not a At eandidate for sym-
pathy when he loarna that be s beon neatly swindled.

Hunday o bilzzard wwopt across the bleak plaine of Dakots, the ther
momeler reglatering twanty degress below sero, and on the same day the
citizons of Portland enjoyed the warm sunshine in the ity park.

At lnst winter has pat 1o anoagh of an appeamnce to vave & complete
defanll.  About hall an Inch of mow Iay on the streets ol Portland for
fully three bours Monday morning, By that time il was gone and the com:
ing foolsteps of spring agaln saluted the ear,

It is humiliating to know that the fate of the consolidation bill sill
hange trembling In the balance simply becanse two politieal bosses are
fighting sach other for the best chance Lo vontrol the police and fire de
partmenta under (ta provisions, but woch bn the fect,

The story of Captain Marris of his three year' confinement in the tun-
neln of & Siberian coal mine la one to maks every heart In Christondom
shudder, and to make svery Amarican ask himsell if suoh horrors can be
inflictest upon his countrymen withoat & protest from the nation.

The people of Oregon are to be congratulated npons the fact that the
oatse of election reform waa not sserificed to the furthering of the personal
{nterosta of & political boas. With this law the slectors have & good oppar-
tunity to secare honest alectiona, and (L will be thelr own fault if they do

not have them.

Four senators for [daho are u little more than the quota she is sutitled
to. Tolitieal trickery of this charaeter, and of the kind Olympla showed
s & fow wosks ago, Is just what wo need ; for it will the socher bring about
the olection of senators by the people direct, which in one of the political
refurma the people will soon dewand with & united voloe.

The people of ['matilla county are ta be congratulated that the circam-
locution alfice lias beon passed by the Unsatills reservation, and the lands
will ba offered for sale about the first of April. There are 126,185 acres of
land n the very heart/of the great wheat growing region at the western luse
of the Blue mountaing that will be added 1o the productive sres of Utna.
tllla county, Here s still another emphasis placed upon the demand for
Al open river,

“THE WEST SHORE PAYS ALL EXPENSES."

7 Boe Announcement of Partioulars of Yellowstone Park Contost
on page 114 of this lssue,

SHORE.

the world's fair a tower 1,000 feet above
projectile-shaped car containing pass-
thas giving all the sensations of & fall
nse by letting Now Yorkens record

A Frenchman has suggested for
the Iake, from the top of which &
engers can be dropped into the water,

frotn & great height, Why not save expe
thefr sunsations? They fell farther than that when Chicago took the fair.

on at Walls Walla hudemmu'l:at‘t'l’d!hao
& xn sbundant and active public sentiment in both Oregon ashing-
ton in favor of the construction of porfage rallways at the casosdes and the
s the Initistive by s bill for $60,000 for & road at

dallen, Oregon bas take:

the cascudes and $00,000 for another from below the dalles to above Celilo
rapids, both of which have passed the senste and will doubtless become
[awe. Let Washington now offer her aisistance and the best mensure of re-

Jief that can be lisd until the grester works by the general government are
completed, will have been sccomplished,

The Waterway conventi

L'l 8 1o time for the Chieago directory to inangurate a contest with
{his Isbor unions. 1t i8 for the protection of Chicago, as well s the unions,
that the mad rush of unskilled and indigent labor to that city be discour-
sged by the positive sunouncement that there is no work except for skilled
mechanics of standing. On the other hand, the labor unions everywhore
should discourage any effort to take arbitrary advantage of the situation, o
demand more than {s just. Let them not disgrace themselves nor their
country by taking any such steps as the New York Central strike revealed
that Powderly hiad in contemplation for the Knights of Labor in 1893. Pa-
triotiem ahionld be neither « matter of dollars and cents nor condition in life,

Again bas & man met his death in a * friendly sclentific contest for
polintn,"" this time in Seatile. To be sure, 1t was in a low varioly theater
dive and not in & rogularly organized “athletic club," but that fact alters
the sitaation but little. 1t makes little diiference where the soene of one of
thess hrutal enconnters is Iaid, for in their chiel characteristic they aro the
pame. A year ago San Francisco saffered s briel relormatory spasm, and
all pugilistic contests were prohibited. By » connivance with the authori-
tios the manager got up & mock contest, had the principals arrested and
proved npon trial that they were not fighting, This was claimed to be &
judicial decision that all contests before regularly arganized clobs were e
gal, and pow the prize fighting disesse has broken out in that city mare vio-
lently than before. ‘Thres championship contests have been arranged for
duiring the next thires months, Thia is a travesty upon law and jostics, and
the respectable and peace loving citisens of San Francisco should put a
slop fo It, or their city will again become » stench in the nostrila of the

nation.

Why & resident of Astoris, which eity hopes to bepoms the great ses-
part of Oregon, shoul! atrive to increass the expensen of veasels vixiting the
Colombia river, is somathing difficult to comprebend; and yel the senti-
ment In that ity is almost unanimous in that direction, and finds forcible
axpression both in the press and in the legialatare. For yeara the press and
people of that cily fought to make the pilol charges us high aa possible
and to malntain and strengthen the infamous blood-money traflic of the sail-
or boarding bouses. The reault of this was that thay earned for the Columbia
river the repatation mmong ship owners of being the most expensive and
most troublesome port in the world, in consequence of which an embargo
to the extent of several shillings per ton in excess of charters in San Fran-
clrco and Paget sound was laid upon it. Two yoars ago the legialature
paased laws that, toa large degres, changed the situation, The Unfon Pa-
eifle, for fts own protection, sngaged in the plioting snd towing business at
rated less than one-hall those previously charged, and the saflor boarding
house business was serionaly interfored with, All this has besn accom-
plishd agaiost the active eiforts of the peoplo of Astoria; and now that the
good bame of the Columbia has been restored, that discrimination lo rates
against it has been done sway with, » desperate effort in being made to pass
. bill through the legialature that will restors the old condition of things,
The people of Oregon can not afford to do this, Thelr intereats all lie in the
other direction. They are now In the very wel of approprinting $400,000 to
render the Columbla a bighway to the s for the wheat of the lnlu;d ot~
piro, nd it would ba the beight of folly to throw away with one hand the
frulta guthared with tho other. The legislature can be trusted to et justly
and wisely in this matter when the subject ia properly Iaid befors it, and
itin the duty of every person who belioves that the Colnmbia should be
Lhie great highway of traflic of this region, and a8 such abould have an faw
hanicos s posaible to impose upon the freight it hears, to work earnestly
o defeat this effort to pat the old pilot ring in power agaln.

The Weat Swork Word Contest closed J there
such a |arge number of lists to be ulmln:;‘::zi:'l;u I.n:punlb::
before next wook.

to announce the names of the prize winners




