(ks WEST SHORE.

ANONG THE LAWMN.KERS.

Any one lucking in due respect for the law should spend & faw days al
the eapital and see how fearfally and wonderfally it is mads, and thenceforth
he would bow down before il in reverence. Unsophisticated people have
an iiles that the chosen representatives of the people mest logether and dis-
cuss measuren for the wellare of the state; that great principles of govern-
ment are argued ; that logic flows like water—this may be troe, for water
flows but lttle; that forensle eloquence rings through the legialative halls
snd echoos from the lofty recosses of the ceiling—this is now ayolded by
long stripe of cloth flys, to prevent snimated speakers from receiving back
trom the celling broken and unintelligible chunks of their own eloquence to
confound them ; that when every ! honorable gentleman from — county
s expressed his unalterable conviclions, & vots is taken and the bill passes
or [ails, an the combined wisdom of the members ahall decree. Beaotiful
and pantoral as this Idyllic conceplion in, and it seers almost like a profana-
tion to dethrone sach an one, it falls ke formless clay when one sees the
actual process of lsw making. The first thing one learns alter reaching the
nacred procincts in that the logialature is composed of Tom, Dick and Harry,
foliows ho mests every day, Of coarse, ho may only be personally soquaint-
od with Harry, but some one else knows Tom and Dick, and altogether we
know them all. If he go there with fear and trembling on behalf of Harry,
who, he thinks, will have a hard time to keep himssll above absoluta ob-
scurity among sach a collection of the wise men of the state, the chosen
representatives of the peopls, he soon Joarns that Tom and Dick's friends
have ns moch reason Lo be afraid of Harry us be of them, That genlal and
bluff old soul, General Dick Ogleaby, ax-senator and ex-governor of Illinois,
relates his exparience on this point in his charscleristically blant and bumor
ous way, Ho sayn that when he first entered the senate chamber and
looked about st the array of white heads, and falt that befors him st the
wise man of the uation, those who names had been housshold words for
many yoars, he slood in mingled awe and smasement, wondering how in
the world he ever got there; but alter he had baen there & lew weoks, hud
beand them talk, had sean them eat and drink and smoke and chew, he
wondersd how in the world any of them got there, It is in this discovery
that Tom and Dick are o greater than Harry, and possibly not so great,
thist the visitor receiven hin fimt shook. His second comes when he Jearns
that his previoms notion that the legislative branch of the government con-
wlats of two houses explodes, as It is sum to do with considerable force
whan ho sees the thind house tranmucting business, The chiel distinction
betwoon this house and the other two s that this one never adjourns, It
attends striotly to business in season and out of season, at the capitol, at
Ao histel, at dinner, &t the theater, st church and in the luxurions irrigating
parlors. This house Is pacaliarly constitated. 1t in sell sppointed and
roijuires no qualifieations for membership, Any fool who lesls like it can
Jobn l—anil w groat many do. Nevertholess it has & great influence npon
th vourse of legislation, and he who wants to know how the oat Is going to
fomp on any important question will do well Lo sk some well-posted men-
ber of the third house,

Bat lTegislation doss not, by any means, depend dpon the third houss.
In fact, if that body did not exist thers would probably be more of it, and,
on might add, of & better quality. Here Is another thing the callow visitor
#oon lears—that the members when they go thers have each a fow pot
measures thay desire ardently to hisve passed, and are always open to con-
victlon as Lo the merits of other bills when that conviction will sechre & vols
for thelr own, The member of the Olympla leglalature who introduced &
resolotion making it an offsuce equal to bribary for member to trade voles,
struck pretty near the root of a large evil, although he was langhed oat of
hin ponition by hin sasoclales. Toorly equipped for practical work, indesd,
I the legialator who has nothing to trade. Yankes blood will erop out, and
the ruling passion of swapping will assert tsell. ** Thrice armed is ho who
hath his quarrel just,” but better heslsd by far (s he whe hua his vots well
In hand for about forty diiferent things his brother members want, Yoa.
verlly, then will b find the way he long han soaght, und retarn 1o his con-
stituents with triumph on his brow and his passsd bill In his pocket,

There are olher duties bealiles voting loe each othar’s bills the membars
have (o parform. They most say * no," and say It hard and often, not Lo
Invitations to lmprotuply seastons of the Lrrigation committee, for the wonl
In not known I the book of etiquette used on such oocasions, but to the
applicanta for clerkahipa. This duty falls with pecullsr force npan the
chalrmen of committees. Whea the house or senate adjoarns on the day
tho committeon are announowd, thess poor e are made W realise hully the
meaning of the post when he sang:

"The Asayrian came down Lk & woll on tha Pald ;

His eohutts all glewming with parple ssd gold.
For, llka » clond ol Kansas gramhopper, the applicants, both male and
female, who have been hoverlng mround (n antieipation of this event, rise
up and envelop ihe Inckless locky ones, and & brave man Is b who gives
then vallsnt battle, This is ooe of the penalties of greatvess, one of the
nickels the leginlator haa to drop into the slot of the machine that elovates

—

 Weastehed fs that poor man that hangs on princes’
alvhied is the trusting, hoping, despairing bt evar-

- icant {or & clerkship, A promise is not & good promise unless
#kmg :ﬂ'i' ‘I;T;];:',-_”:,-.,]ar proujsen are dealt ont with 8 liberal hand by
2 ltlll.- 3 JI I)LTII;Q.l"m"“"’" "lili Uli'.r’lh] {liﬂ Rt‘l m h’md "th. m‘d‘
fgnoble strife,” and attend a session of the irrigation com-
mattar that will never bie properly settled until the legis-
that clarks shall only be paid for the work they

; wform. Thets has been a great deal of fun made of the lady
:::1:::,{3 :u..l«}, lias been #aid complimentary to nsither their ability nor
charoter. This 18 entirely undaserved, So far ;ﬂ intelligence goes, ih"
are equal to the sverage of applicants for clerkships in other lines of bual-
ness, snd the same is tros of them so far as their character and conduct are
concarned, The root of the difficolty ia that clorks are appointed for com-
mittees that have no earthly use for them, and ﬂflt under such eirenm-
stances it |5 nesdloss to inguire Into their qualifications, From smong the
applicants it ia possible fo select good, rnFilbll. sarviceabls clarks for those
cotmmittees that actially noed them, and if this ba not dona it in folly to lay
the blame upon the clerks. Let the clerks ha u!euud in the same way
they would be chosen by the same persous for their private business, and
there will be Hitle complaint on the score of incompetency. There is one
official speaker, but thers are four or five sell appointed speakers who cost
the state about §3,000 spiece preaching economy. The session costa more
than $1,000 & day, and a little mathematical calenlation will convines the
wordy member'n admiring constitusnts that words cost money, even if they
aro but the veriest rant. These silver-tongued orators should learn that
allence is golden.

' Mﬁmmﬂhﬂduﬂu(or the members fo perform, Many things
must be investigated, and examining committees flit hither and.yon, shed-
ding the caloium light of afielal inquiry upon everything. The doors of the
penitentiary and insane asylom stand tremblingly sjar to receive them—
temporarily only—and anxions officials exhibit & politeness of demeanor
and o cordislity of reception that they themselves hardly recogniss as
familiar. Even the inmstes of those institutions feel the infection in the
air and enjoy it, for they know it bodes them well for a fow weeks. If their
votes conld settle it the leglulatare woold remain in constant session and
senl ot an investigating committee every week. Not only these two groat
institutions feel the infection, but the officials of every kind of establish-
ment who want to gt a fair look sl the treasury, or who have heads to loss,
becoms, for the nonce, models of propristy and saintliness. How far the
pendulum swings the other way when the strain s passed it is not well to
inquire. Possibly & permanent board of ssylum and prison commissionars
—with apologies to Govemnor Pennoyer for sggesting any more officials
(w00 cartoon }—would have a tendency to parpetuate these boliday beatitodes
in'onr publiv institutions,

Hpeaking of the governor, it must not be overlookad that he does a grest
deal of leginlating himself, in addition to his executive dutles and running
all the state offices snd the suprema court. The lagislators pasa a bill be-
canse their oyes tall them it is white; bud, lo, the governor veloes it on the
ground that it is black, and immediately there is & chorns of voices that
exclaim, ““ Yea, verily, it is, indeed, black. We thoaght it white; but it
in surprising how black it s Lat it mourn for itself in its own miment."”
Thin teature hus not come to the surface yet, bat there Is ons thing cortain,
the governor can be depandad upon for vetoss, To b sure, Washington ls
4 loug distance away, and 1802 hias not come yet; but the telegraph lines
wro all in good working condition and time spoeds on the wings of the
booming Chinook,

An an edncator the legislatre yields not the palm to nnything. The
practical lessons of every day life it teachos sink deaply into the souls of its
puplle, and its infinence—nevar mind for what—is far-reaching and perma-
neat. One lesson is enongh, s & general riils, and that one of the }

Able geatlemen has thoroaghly learned his is proved by the following
patbiotic lament, writtan on the back of & defunct bill, and rescued from the

owmnivorons maw o the wasts basket by one whose sonl is also attaned to
postie harmonies

him above his fellows,
favors! " and equally wh

thoan badgered
dening l‘hllli'!
mittes. Thin i a
lature adopta the principle

THE LAY OF THE VIRST HESS10X,
{Writton by ome nid fomibiar wirs the lay af the bamd.)

L tsronght weith me s Gittde bill saly i =y inal
) inaide
And stitwreed 0 Ui vy fient, wnid god 14 s the dmpukr
Whan it SRR D 10 @t vole, somo ey, 10 block i,
Reberred it 1o & contittomin sy whi bt it b hls pooknt,
WONAL,
10 mighty tongh bt thess 1'vw owraml i wtraight
i el my lesson
Thie wext time | 40 Sabion e, & wive man of Ib:::“
Wise AN TH b, yom bt pour Tite, 1) o furever blowed,
IER i’ bente with wheey ninn whi wasts s wagon road,

Thin postic meintilstion, beni dow thio [
e fresaive toral losson it
18 Al valuable to show that svwg s {luprossing an cnﬂmmilrrg'
Iatare can not prevent the hewvan:born muse from bursting into Bong.
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