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Shiall wo have a state flower? Uslifornis s sdopted the beautiful em:
blsm shown on the frst page, and the: states of the northwest shonld each
wolect from the flors of thelr plaine, mountains and forests some fitting and
beantiful emblem, Wiwr Suone calls upon the lovers of nature to express
thiolr viwwn on this subject, and describe the flowers each would have for
the stats In whieh the writer lives. Oregon, Washington, Idaho snd Mon-
tana ahionld sach choosa & floral emblem of its own. In thesa columns will
1o pridnced engravings of the flowers recelving the greatest endorsement
from the varlous states, snd an opportunity will then be given lo all to vote
on the subject. 1f you know & flower native of your state and in othar
wiys deserving of special honor as [ts emblem, wrile about it. A fall and
anthusiastlo expromsion ol views and prelerencen Is Invited.

Ingalls |s in gall and wormwood just now,
The wisdom of ehildhiood is lsughable, bat the laugh of age la wisdom,

The American Fedaration of Labor las wisely decided not (o join the
third party movement of Powderly and the farmem' alllanis.

tuperintendent Porter is u very busy man, He finds the job of prov-
Ing his conats worth anything o great deal harder than the work of taking
It

Thoss who have thought but lightly, or not st all, of the pamecttion of
the Jown In Rosala, sre advised to mad Mr. Cohen'n address, on atiother

page.

The Pennoyer boom resstbles smoke, 1t atarted very dense all in one
place, bt s it riees it spreads out and geta thinner and thinoer the larther

1t gose,

Winter has bul & few days more to put in an appssrance, or the case
will go against him by defanit. Already the awesl violels are blooming in
the gandens.

11 senators drop into poetry on appropriation bills, what a flood of mel-
ody may bo looked for when the morigage lax law comes up, There will
be minsio In the air,

1f the Orogon leginlatare fail to pess an adequate world's fair bill, every
member vollog sgainst (v will be filled with vain regrots in 1803, when his
ayoa am opaned to the lght hn now pearsistantly reluses to ses.

While the monkey and parrot st Helona have stopped a lew dayn to
take breath and au Inventory of lost feathers and halr, e pot and kettle
at Olympla have entared apon & osmpaign of criticlam of each other's com-
plexions,

The Immanity from snow storms and blizsards enjoyed by the Missis-
alppl valley this winter s credited to the lurmers' alliance having wwnmed
charge of everything, Meanwhile the deloded gold bugs of the Atantlc
states wre belug baltared by Old Boreas most anmerciflly.

Hurely, the least the lagislature can do In response to the alwost unan|-
mons demand for consalidation In to pass the bill and let the citien vobs on
the Nelther city bonds nor charters should be (mpossd npon »
elty by the lnglalatare direot, but should always be sabject to approval by
hallol, taxpayem oaly being aligible to vole on the question,

Wiar Suonk Word Contest oloses January 31, Th
prize winners Wil e Sneuneed nest woak, | | | e of

SHORI

| ynd sdmired thit grest poem, ** The Light of
" wi 1o Learn (it Mr, Arnold's Intest work, ** The Light
.\m].. .: dd 1 will e pat ._ Hod: In this conutry on the sixteanth of Fab-
i ‘.: i ol liad P |rl-l hatie aliown Lhe hasuties of the Christian NU;lon
n.l"{"]. w of Buddbist, Christinnity will gain much by his
vy Tha s .. Wil dottitless Liave o remarkable sale,

Those who Hive i

Inbeird,

etawres roud aronad the cusrades will not open the Colambia to traf-
fie farther than The Dalies o Lhe greatest Pol‘llﬂﬂ of the plﬂlnnhllm
try 1o be Denefited lles aboye {hat point. A scheme to be practicabla
should il kome masns of opening the upper river as well. Tf congress
b dupanded wpon to do s, relied will come no sooner than if we wait for
thiis cascides canal to be complated. The portage al the cascades fa n good
thing and will relisve The Dallos and tributary country, bub the lurger re-

gion bayond calls londly for belp,

Ap

Oregon i peculiarly blassed in & ohiel exocutive who is opposed to all
now-fangled notions ; who believes the machinery of government preparsd
for 8 hanidtal of people is adequate to rale & maltitnda; who feels confident
of Hiis ability to manage all things hinuell; who believes that because na-
ture ¢lothod thin region with foresta it should so remain—with the exeep-
tion of enongh logs to ran hiy saw mill; who soes the life-giving tide of im-
migration and eapital flowing by and will not open the gates to let if in;
who, in fach, can see nothing in the futare for his state, but a great deal for

Timsalf,

(regon enjoys the distinetion of being tho only state to import Enropean
song birds. Two years ago & large nnmber of skylarks, bullfinches, chal-
finches, goldfinghes, linnets, nightingales, blackheaded nightingales, starl-
ngs, pong thrashes, black tirashes wnd singing qualls ware broaght from
Giarmuny wil burned loose, Thay have increased mpldly and demonstrated
Uit the pebome is & success, Thisspring 1,000 more will be imported. Tha
logialaturo will pass an act protecting thess foreign and native song birds
nd thelr nests,  Stioh wotione ue this make us realise that there {s some-
thing In 1ifo besldes the seliish stragile for gain,

The movement on foot in the house for calling & constitutional conven:
tion for Oregon meets with the approval of every citizen who realizes how
tho state s retarded in its development by a congtitution framed to meet
the exigencies of untirey different social, commercial and indastrial condi.
tlone. We need & modarn conatitution, The only reasonable objection to
the framing of & new one is the foar that the tendency of the duy to put
loglalation into constitntions will be too strong to be resisted, and that tem:
porary ' lsms "' will be engrafted upon the organic set of the state, This
danger i & real one, and call for vigilance on the part of those who would
prevent it

The Australian ballot bill has passed the house and bean amended
in the senate, If the senate had kept its hands off, we would have &
law (bt would deal  death blow to political corruption and hoss rule in
Portland. Bat that in too much to expeet, where the interest in changing
It I8 mo great.  Under the pretext of purifying the primaries an attempt is
minde to draw ita sting. Friends of purity of slections will oppose all
efforts to tinker with this blll. Under ita provisions the primaries lose
muoh of their importance, since it in eany for any set of men who object to
the manner in which & nomination has been secured to have an oppoaing
eandidate’s nano placed on the offlclal ballot, where trickery can not affect
[t and whore it will be as prominent and as easily voted for aa that of the
corrupdly seonred nominee. Glve us the law jost as it is, without ons word

added or taken away, and the canse of genuine relorm will b gained &
lasting victary, o

Tho visit of the legialative committes 1o the cucades to examing the
condition ol work on the locks has revealed two thingn, vis: ‘The work is
belng done in & moat thorough manter, and under th most favorable cons
ditions possible it will take four years more to complate it, In view of these
Inata It bocomen an interesting question what the state should do about it
Certainly i ahonld do nothing to Interfere with the progress of the work,
nor anythiug that will bave s tendency to canse congress to delay still mors
the nécessary sppropristions. It Is equally certain thet the conditions of
irmaspartation must be changed befors the four years have passed that sre
sk as tho earlient possible limit of complation, or the sight years which oar
experionce teaches us will b the actusl time consumed, We can not ens
ditrw the present aituation even four years langer without & loss ten timea
A8 grreat aa tho cost of & fmmporary measure of rellel, Portage railroads
bullt Jolitly by Oregon snd Washington, ¢an supply & measure of rellef une

Tho attention of writers of verse s called to the department

of “ Poots ot the Pacific Const," on page 76,




