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misery caused by thin decres, The records of the times aa made by the
non-Jewish pens, and most of them by servants of the dominant church,
blot to all elernity the pages of Spanish history with the tortares, indigni-
tien and atrocitles endured by this people, with nons to candemn the out-
rages, none to protest sgainst them, The question has been msked: Can
the Jew be;patriotic? Wa have become 8o inured to being considered as
of different fleah, disposition and temperament to the reat of humanity that
we seldom note thiese quastions, save in the silent protest of the misrepre-
sented soul. We know that none can form deeper, more lasting sitachment
to home and conntry (han those of our rece.  Spain had passed from & land
of adoption to & land of inheritance to them. It had been for centuries the
home of thelr ancestors who bad been conaistently and consplesonsly de-
voled to ita intevests. Parents, children, brothers, sisters had been born
there, lived there, died there, and in Castilian ground their loved remains
were lying, They had reared their homes of comfort and content, eultiva-
tod the fine arts, reached the mest advanced standing In the prolessions
and selences of the day. Prescott and Millman both declare that even the
homblest smong them were possessed of & marked degres of intelligence
and dexterity in varions skilled purmits, And now they were to leave their
bomes, all the fond tes of memory and hope, forbidden to carry sither gold
or allver with tham, glven over to the pleasore of & blood-thirsty, greedful
mob and the fesrsome sllent halls of the Inquisition chambars, to depart—
whither? Ob, pregnant spectacle! Look at it now with the light of fonr
hundred years of history ahad upon it] Faith Inspired, with constancy snd
courage, hey started forth, God thelr bope, his promises their heritage.
Clinging to & religlon which taught charity universal, they fled from tho
barbrity of thoss who raised the black flag in the nama of abundant mercy
and sharponed the sshre of asssmination on the stones of love, peacs and
good will. Four handred yoars have passed, and how wonderfully hius the
courme of events been directed. Upon the shores discovered the very year
our Bpanish ancestors were given to torture, spoliation and death, has bean
watabllshed a governmeni—may heaven bless and preserve it—which ac-
knowledges equality of man snd protecta hin personal and religions [reedom,
The influence of the example of this jost and generons government has
rondened the humane views of the contemporary world, has shed the los-
tro of the divine Hght of man's inherent liborty, replacing with its radiance
the darkness of contracted views and prejodiced opinions. Thought and
ronsoning have, theough it, taken the place of blind scceplance of tradi-
tlonal error and conceptiona cloaded by the superstitions of periods averse
1o Investigation or the regeneration of fxed idess. But alas, with some ex-
ceptions, The wpirit mpant n France, Germany and England in the
twellth, thirteonth, and fourteenth centuries, colminsting in Spain in the
fittoamth, stil] flourishes with added complexities and dissimnlations, Dire-
ful s that splrit to-dsy in the land governed by » despot who trusta not his
own flssh snd blood, places no confidence in the sons of hin own mother.
Who seos consplracy In every line traced by tho hand of intelligence, who
roadds revolt In every expression of individual opinion. Shall we trace the
parallels to be drayn between the Rumis of to-day, impeding with sl ite
ahsolote power thie course which knowledge and the love of liberty always
pursus logether, snd the Spain of four bundred years ago, controlled by an
elemont joalous of the spread of general information, stunted in soul and ab-
solitaly heartless in rogard to human rights? No! 1 feel that the mere
suggostion {s salliclent.  Whatover the proetext, if pretext be wade, the real
vatise of persecution in to-duy s [t wan four hundred years ago, an it always
has besnn agreed, bigotry, hate, dense, tnressoning ignorance and natural
brutality. The lob of the Jows living bensath Rusaian rule has never been
happy and many have been the periads whon thelr treatment hss been bar-
barons and croel in the extreme, At no timo have they been regarded as
possesaing any rights or privelages save those of suiferancs, and even thess
at the caprice of petty officials and frequantly at the will and pleasure of an
{gnorant, unreasoning mob, anthorized to plunder to ravish and to kill.
They have been dobarred lrom following sgricaltaral purmsulta, lorbllden to
rent, own or occupy lands. They have been restricted in all other avoca-
tona, shut oot fotally from all the recogniesd industrial guilds, and bor-
taned with arbiteary and exorbitant tribabe, ohliged to pirchsse the very
alr they breathe, Kducational institutions have been closed to them, the
pernetics of the liberal professions probilbited and their dwellings fixed with-
in limits subject to the change and whim ol those vested with irresponaible
withority, And then the world has been called upon to point al them the
finger of soorn, and tannt them with following the only pursnita left them
1o oke otl an existence, Dut the everincreasiog severity, the inbuman re-
iriotive measures and compulsory edicts, which, In 1852, forosd eighty
thousand of thess poople impoveriahed from thelr homen belors the protest
of clvilleation were heard and recognlesd, and which have now beon re-
vived with additional sevaritien nol then concelved, arlse trow the fact that
{tstend] of helng reduced fo iha lovel desired by the government, the level
of lgnorant and mere animal exintence, they are hald high above it throngh
pawers aa inexplicable to themselves aa to the world at large.  Miracaloos
wa (1 may appear, large numbers of them have gained knowledge and ac-
quired an intelligence which makes them marked in their surrcandings.
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Thay have attained professional prominence anil ability, and althongh only
tan, and in some districts five and aven Lhree psr cent, of the students at
any educational Institation can b Jews, one of the present reasons given for
the revived persecution fs that this five per cent. dominates the remalning
ninety-fAve per cent,, to \he detriment and injury of the great, populons and
absolute monarely of the Romsnois aod the established religion of the
powerful Gireek chureh. All theo other charges are worthy of precisely the
pame credenice.  Permit me lo aualyzs them, Bat first, nobe s significant
the fact that this avtoeratic and determined power, with ita traditional pol-
fey of quick, silent und etfective eruglty to all whom it would strike, has
" digrged atall. Ina brief notice, however, of the pro-

designed to make any ¢
teuta of England recontly vouchsafed through the columns of the Imperial

organ of Rasss, three cautes are statad for the oppressive measures agalnst
the Jows. First, that they remain as aliens in the conniry and endeavor o
shirk army doty. Secondly, that they loan money to the pessaata and oon-
sequently render their dobtors dissatiafied snd evgender hate. Thirdly,
that they spread nihilistic doctrines among the students, if allowed in any
of the colleges, and become, thereby, & dengerous elment to the estab-
lished form of government.

As to the first eharge, statisties show o fair proportion of Jawish aub-
Jects in the army sod show alko that their treatmont there and the special
rules and regulations applied to the Jewish soldiers alono, are hardly suoh
us o impel their voluntary inflax info the ranks, No matter what their
bravery ar tervices may be, and there are many instances of exoeptional
qualities recorded, they can never advance—promotion is an absolnte im-
possibility, Nor do they rank with the common soldiers who are not Jews.
They are a specially degraded class, withont right of appeal. Thair lives
are considered of no value, and no hesitation is felt in patting them to tor-
tiire or death either for avowed cause or throngh official caprice. Can they
bo expected to enthusiastionlly enter & slavery more abject than that en-
dured by thir Fgyptian predecessors, without that hops of bettering their
condition which sometimes renders  tomporsry servitude bearable? Bat
admitiing that they may endeavor to escape this service they are nol per-
mitted to do so, 1f the Jewlsh recruit, when called for, does not sppear,
ll his relatives, paternal and maternal, in all their branches, are liable to
punishmont and fine for his fallure, snd their liability is exuoted to ita full-
pot extent and discomfitare. This cotnt of the indiiment against them
also terma thom ** aliens.”! O, how bitter ls the mockery of that word as
thon applied.  Allens indeed! Born benesth the skies destined always to
b cold to them ; drawing in their first breath, air to which they have no
title; lifting up baby hands to s sun which shines not for them ; doonded to
skulk wlong the byways of life, shunned and despised by those of happier
fate who muy walk boldly along the joyous highways, Allens! Denied
that precions, elevating feeling which makes the scent of certain flowers so
wweet (o us, the blades of grass eo green, the sky 8o besutifal, beoause they
are the flowers, the grasses and the skies of our native land, Bitter indeed
is the fate of the man withont a country; stunted his heart; all the blos-
som of lave, loyalty, hope and pride nipped In the bud by the frosty breath
of that croel mandate ** Yon shall have no life with us,” Aliens] I can
speak to you of the love of the Jew for the land in which he ia born; of the
loyalty which is & very part of hia nature. Only permit him to love your
flag, let him foel that you do not grodge him & share in the common weal,
and to the day of his death answerving is his patriotism, and the lesson
and example which he displays to his children. The Russo-Jewish ques-
tion would be upeedily seltled if the government did not force these people
to be strangers and aliens to their native land and beap atill further indig-
nity upan them in holding them up to the derision of the world as what this
attitude compels them to appear,

In the second charge the Jows are accused of lending mon
peasasits and taking therefor mortgages on thelr parsonal mp.;:,hl:hi:
far from my desire to utter & word of harshness converning the Russian
peasunl. My hear! harbors the deapest pity and consideration for hin can-
dition, Not upon his soul rests 1he gullt of the evil which throngh him
finds its expression and culmination. 1 will stmply wam up these state-
thenba upon which those who are competent to express the facts agres. A
a rule be i licentions, Intemperste aud improvident. The Jew is none of
theee. He wiarries in Howis very sarly in 1ife and devotes himself from
the very threshold of Lis manbood to the thes of family life, Although bur-
dened with special nxation and sabjoct ut all times to the legalized robbery
of officials, withont righta of remonstrance wxcopt st tha risk of liberty, he
does somehow masiage, througls thrift, industry and fragality, to saye .'[“
poor colnm year b :

year by year. And i it not  wad commpntary upon the human
sanise of fusticn to note in thin cannection that what is onsidered s virtue
in the Christian is mude to appoar & hideons i 2 .
e ams e viee in the Jaw? He paysall
o domanded of the moat severely tazed olasses and in addition
tax for wearing his hat {n his SYDARORD®, & Lax f : »
1able fo weloome the Sabhath se. & tar nesiie placing candls upon his
meats killed and y oy o hearly doabling its cost upon al
Ahdd peepaned acconding to Jewish rites, o spocial Hosnse tax
for parforming any religions ceremony in hi "
fwo groat privileges are off ¥ 10 his home; and to offset all this
® elfered 1o his mee—an abaolute divoroe and release




