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suit in eqoity; that properly spesking, it was only open to them to bring an
nction of efectment. The post commander proposed to remove all depend-
enta of the church and to tear down and remove all their buildings so
promptly that the church could not have got an injunction, In that case
they could only have brought an sjectment at luw and & suit for damages,
Boch cuses woold have gone to s jury for trial and the plaintiff would have
had the borden of proof; but the department commander overruled this
proposal,

The court next decided that the matter was purely  jodicial question
and in no way dependent on the decislons of the ministerial officers, such
an purveyors general, commissionars of the land office or secretaries of the
interior. As to the interpretation of the words of the statute, * Ovcupled by
& religions socisty ne a mission station among the Indian tribes,” the court
held that " occupied " meant possession, domaln, absolute control. The
court held that the Hodson's Bay company held such ocenpancy and do-
main, and not the church; that the present claimant claimed as the ropre-
sentative of the bishop of Quebee and that the bishop of (uabec was not the
original grantes ; that the American missionary socistiss ware incorporated
companied; that the Catholio church was not as & church a logally incorpo-
rated body under our laws st the time of the grant; that the law was passed
to roward and encourage Amerloan ploneers and misslonaries; that the
Uniled Htates then, by purchase, extinguished the rights of the Hudson's
Bay company and all other British subjects (for £1,200,000) and concloded
by affirming the decre of the lower conrt. A motion for & rehearing was
granted, but belore the case was reargued Washington was sdmitted as a
state. The included territory bocamp & jodiclal district, and in July, 1800,
the case was presanted and argued de novo before District Judge Hanford,
ot the part of the church by Mr. Bronangh, of the Portland bar, and for the
government by P. H, Winston, dlstrict attorney, and W. H, White, former
dintriot altorney, who was thoronghly conversant with the case,

On the third of November, the declsion was snnounced in favor of the
defendants. The distinct leaturss of Judge Hanford's opinfon may be seen
in the following extracts: * Twm convinoed, however, that the purposs of
this act was not to make a gift nor to rewan! meritorions efforts in the
missionary service, hut ther to recognize the just claims of a few people,
who had incidentally, in connection with missionsry Iabors, by their toil
created  property,
whersby the material
Interests of the nation
woere effocted and
greally benefited, and
to protect thelr nataral
rights to the property
80 created by confirm-
ing to them the legal
titlo thereto, * * #
The missionarien were
mostly loyal eltizons
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of the United States; they were the pioneers of immigration; they aided
in establishing the provisional government of Oregon, and they were helpers
in securing this country for this nation. Failure on the part of the govern-
ment to make good the title of the first American inhabitants of the country
to the land made valuable by their labor, wonld have been base ingratituds,
# « & The form of conveying the fitle by confirming instend of granting
the same harmonizes with the ides of a pre-enacting and equitable right
and already acquired possession ; the word * occupied,’ & synonym for pos-
gessed, covered or filled, is an appropriate word to use for the purpose of
{dentifying land In actnal possossion and use, The entire lraming of the
act clearly indicates that congress intended to grant specific lands to certain
well known institutions, * * * Another view that may be taken of the
case is this: If the aot is not to be regarded as  grant of specific land,
capable of being Identified by the description given in the act, then it must
be & floating grant, and & grantee nnder it could equire no vested rivht
to any particolar tract, until & selection had been made and the bonndaries
of the granted promises ascerfained and eetablished, No steps tending
toward this end were taken until after the land now elaimed had besn
appropriated and duly set apart for government use; it waa then too late;
the claim of the United States to this land as & reservation in prior in time,
and for that reason, if no other, superior in equity, to that of the plaintiff,
Findings may be prepared in acoordance with this opinion, and o decres
will be entered in favor of the défendants.”

In recalling the incidents of this long contest, the palisades of the old
Hudson's Bay fort seem to take ahape again on the banka of the Columbia;
the triangular pannon of the company, with its rampant beaverand serrated
edgea, floats again from the bastions ; the thin mists again take form and &
grand prophetic monastery arises, and we hear the glad straina of the Salve
HRegina floating on the air. But this vision also vanishes, * like the busslass
fabric of & dream," and looking again wo see & real fort and living soldiers,
and floating over all, the banner that has come to slay.

Tuomas M, AXDRREON,
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HOTEL PERKINS.

Prominent among the many handsome snd enbstantial buildings re-
cently erected in Portland is the new Hotel Parkins, the large sbx-story
stracture on the northeast corner of Waahington and Fifth streets. The
bailding is built of brick on a massive stone foundation, the fronts of the
lower story being iron and glass. 1% s 100x100 fset square and has 100
rooms, sside from the first floor, where are located the offics, barroom,
barber shop, reataurant and stors rooms.  Electrioity will be used for light-
ing purposes, though gas has also beon provided. The rooms are sumptu-
oualy furnisbied and body Brussels earpets are used throughont. Light and
ventiluting wells are Introduced in the center of the bailding in smoh & man-
ne: a8 to admit plenty of light and fresh air to all the rooms. Steam heat
In provided for every room, and eleotric call bells connect all parts of the
house with the office. Fire
escapes have boen provided
on the west and south sides
which can be conveniently
renched from each floor,
Mr. Justus Krumbein, of
this city, in the architect,
and has introduced many
new feafures in the con-
struction of the building,
the most noticeabls of
which i the exact duplica-

tion of arrangement of the
rooms ou ocach floor,

e — e e A—

CITY HALL.

To-day the carner stone
of the Porlland city hall
will be lnid with appropri-
uto ceremonies, The stroo:
tare will be & magnificent
one, costing $500,000 and
oocupying an entive hlock.
Ita external appearance s
well shiown in the acoom-
panying engraving. 'This
in but one of half & dosen
= wz=—r"y ly buildings now In course
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