WEST SHORE.

VANCOUVER BARRACKS AND THE MISSION OF §T. JAMES,

The Roman Catholic church claims title to the greater part of the res-
ervation of Vanconver barracks, This claiu rests upon the alleged exist-
ence of & mission which it ealls the Mission of St, James, To establish
ita title the church brought a mnit in equity which was recently decided
againet them in the faderal district court in the state of Washington, and,
donbtless, the supreme court will be called upon lo confirm or reverse the
decision. The designation of this sction ls: * The Roman Catholic Bishop
of Nesqually, ve, John Gibbon, T. M. Andemon ‘and Riohard Y, i
The defendants named wers the dcpuhmntmdpuuwmmdmmdpm
quartarmaster, representing the government. Nesqnally is the name of the
papal bishopric in Washington,

To understand this cuse, lthmlonmllmh{nhlmﬂwhm,
1ot on the story book principle of beginning at the beginning, but becanse
thaeqniﬂudthnuundepundonputnholhtmaﬁmﬂhw.tmlynlpu-
lations and oertain well suthenticated, but olten forgotten, facts in the
history of the northwest.

From the first we must keep clearly in mind that onr right of sover-
eignty over this northweat coast is founded on our elaim of discovary and
nottloment, as woll as on the Louisians and Florida purchases; on the fact
that in 1702 the Yankee ekipper, Gray, first sailed into the river he named
after hi bark, the Columbia; on the explorations of Lewis and Clark in
1806-6, and on the establishment of the teading post of Astoria in 1811 by
thae original John Jacob Astor, & native of Waldorl, Germany, and then &
merchant of New York. During the war of 1610 Astor's COMmpAny Was sup-
planted by the Northwest company, & Canadian for company competing
with the Hodson's Bay company which was chartered in 1669 by lotters’
patent issusd by Charles IT of
England, to Prince Rupert and
divers gentlemen and adventar-
o trading in Hudson's bay,
This company absorbed the
Northwest company in 1821, and
a trading post was established at
Vancouver, which became the
goneral hoadquarters in 1825, un-
der Dr. Jobn McLoughlin, chiel
factor of the Hudson's Bay com- &
pany in the northwest. It was §
the policy of thisgreat corpora:
tion to discourage white immigra-
tion and make trisnds of the In-
dinne; to discoorage agricultors
and to encourage trappiog, The
factors and servants of the com- #
pany formed allisnces with the =
wild, western Pocahontases with-
oub beneflt of clergy ; but back in
the early thirtiesa Chtiroh of Eng-
Iand chaplain by the name of
Beaver came o Fort Yancouver,

He at once fold the grest Me-
Longblin that the brevet mar
ringes muat be discontinued and that the servants of the company
valted u gkin of beaver more than & buman soul, Thereupon the chief
[notor smota this untimely prophet; bot the man of prayer got his shotgan
nnd would have killed his opponent had be not besn forcibly prevented,
Moloughlin was ordered back to London for trial. On his teial ho cons
vinoed the board of managers (if they needed convinclag) that a besver
akin in ease was of greater valoo than an Indisn sovl in poire, 5o Beaver
was recalled snd McLooghlin replaced in command. On his return he
joined the Roman Catholle ehurch and Invited & certain bishop of Jullop
olin, on tha Red river of the Norih, to send him Catholic priests s chiaplalns
vios the too candid and belligerent Beaver. This apparently unimportant
incident waa followed by consequences of groat moment, and one of the re-
mote resnlts was the law suil to which we now draw attention.

In anawer to the request of Dr, McLoaghlin, the arch biskiop of (oebee
sont two priests, Blanchet and Demers by name, to report to the chiel fustor
of the Hodson's Bay company, [n 1835 they arrived sb Fort Vancouver and
were at onoe assigned quarters inalde of the slockade of the fort. Right
hare the dispute s to Incts begine; the church claims that thess priests
wore misalonaries, sent out as wuch, The military have always clalmed
that they were only parish priests and servants of the company snd not
missionaries carrying on an independent mission, 1t s In evidence for
them that the sroh hishop of Quebec ordared them to attend to the spiritusl
wants of the servants of the Hudson's Bay company and (o establish & mis-
wion on the Cowlits, a river emptying into the Columbia forty miles below
the fort. 1t ina fset that thess priesta and others who followed them did
eatablish Indian misslons on the Cowlits, at French prairie on the Wil
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lamstte, at Nesqually on the sonnd, and many minor migratory wissiona
among the Indian tribes. They were brave, sealons, devout and sell-deny-
ing men who worked hard and did mneh #ood.  On the other baod thers
is wmple testimany to prove that the priests woro paid £100 & year by the
cotupany for their services, that they ate at the company’s tahle, lept in
their houses, officiated among their dependants and that fnally the com-
pany in 1846 bullt them a little chapel just outside of the main fort, One
incident alono proves the devotion of these abaplaina to the compuny and
thair hostility to American colonieation. In 1840 Sir ¢ ieorge Simaon o far
departed from his general policy as to send about & Landred farmers from
Canada to the Willamstte valley; this was done to anticipate; and if pos-
sible, bo prevant, immigration from the states, When the news reached
the trading post at Walla Walla that this band of colonists were approach-
ing, thers was an imprompta joyful demonstration, and one young priost
threw his barretta in the air and shouted * Thank CGiod, Orogon (a saved to
our dear young quesn !’ "—[" History of Oregon, Commonwealth Serfea; "
also " Giray's History of Oregon.”] 1t waa this demonstration witnessed by
Dr. Whitman that ssnt him on his long winter ride from Walilatpn to the
Potomae,

To get an historieal bearing we ninst tirn back to an earlier date, After
the close of ur last war with Great Britaln, wo olaimed the sntire Pacifle
coast from the north linulctllfomi.nlomw—lau:demuudlwlnlnm
north Iatitude, and Great Britain clalmed the same. This Foglish claim
was based on the discoveries of Sir Francls Drake, Cook atnd Vanoouver and
the explorations of Mackenzie and Fraser, The British know the value of
the territory in dispate; we did not. The great inland ompire betwoen the
main range of the Rockies and the Cascades wan supposed to bo utterly
worthless, and the great timber belt betwean the Casoads rangs and the sea
was dosmed of little valve; so it
I8 assorted that Mr. Wobater,
then secretary of state, was will-
ing to barter this great domaln
for & fshery conosmslon; but long
belore this, us the two govern:
mants conld not agree opon a
boundary, ey agreed to hold In
joint poseesalon. This arrange-
ment wan mude In 1818 nnd con-
tinued [n nominal operstion nntil
the treaty of 1840 was made. As
oarly as 1835 American Proles:
tant missionaries and soltlers hiad
begun to coms {nto the eountry
south of the Colambia; but north
of the river the entim territory
was stoatly held by the Hudson's
Bay peoplo. The Oathollo mis
slonaries were elther Franoh
pricsts Irom Canada or Jesult
fathers from Belglom, Pather
DeSmet i the best known of this
lust named clame.  Whan Mr. Polk
became prosident he was st
frst inclined o support otr
clkim to the entire Pacific const. Whitman's daring ride from Walli
Walla to Washington in the dead of wintar, & ride more dangerous and fol-
lowed hy more important results than Bamaby's rids to Khiva, had |m-
pressed the imagination of all, and his earnest statements bad convinced
many that our westarn const had a great value, The senatars from Mimouri,
Mr. Benton and Ur, Linn, espoused hla cause. Senator Allen, of Ohlo, b=
cama so ardent an advocate of war with Groat Beitaln that he was known
an "' Filty-four-forty or fight,' which becatne tha democratlo campalgn o1y
of 1840, But the annexation of Texas delermined Mr, Polk’s sdministrs-
tlon to compromise on the line of lorty-nine degress. 11 {t had not been for
this important concesslon the Paclfle ocean would now be an American
lake.

In May, 1840, Maj. Hathaway arrived hers with two companles of wr-
tillery. Upon the coming of our troopy the chlel pout of the Hodeon's Bay
company was located here upon the Colambla, alx miles above the mooth
of the Willametie and ninety milos from the sea. It was an extensive es-
tablishment, ihe residence of the chisl factor, Sir Jawos Douglas, and & de-
pot for many minor posts, In fact the company then elaimed to cocupy and
control a reservation of twenty-five miles by ten on the Columbla, snd ex-
ercised o kind of vague authority over all the country north of theriver. In
1438 the license of the Hodson's Bay company had bean extanded by the
British government for twenty-one years ; this would make its privileges tar-
minate In 1850, So, when the military owme, the chisl factor clalmed & right
for the company to remain and carry ou |te business under & proviaion in
the treaty of 1846 by which our government agreed to respect the possessary
righta of the company until tho termination of its loense. What wore




