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WHILE WE SLUMBER.

Tt is nok & pleasant daty to speak frequently of ihe plodding methods of

#0 large & proportion of Oregon's population, but it requires awakening.
We are too conservative—too much like the man who does not advertise
doing business alongsids the man who doss.  We say, in effect, to the out-
side world, ** If you wish to buy some goods drop into our store and we will
look about and see if we have anything you want." Hut the costomer does
not come to us when he knows what he wants is in the adjoining store.
This "' moss " we carry about is to onr state as the cobwebs are to the store
which ia too conservative to make s show of what it has in stock. The
truth ia that we need stirring up. The condi‘ions now are different than
when ‘' our stock and Illh'l. were m! while ‘GI]H'PL" While we now
nleep our nelghbors are enjoying the morning sun of prosperity and advance:
ment at our expensa. Whils wo slumber our neighbors on the south are
gamoring our wheat and ehipping it as Californis wheat; taking the pro-
ducts of oor grist mills and brandiog it “ California Flour;" plocking our
prunes and labeling them ' Callfornia Fruit,” gathoring onr apples and
naming them “ California Monntain Apples.' Upon the cars in thin state
our spples, pears, and peachies are frequontly sold by the train boys sa Oal-
iornia fruit, - Oregon potatoss go east as & Ualifornia prodnct, eto. Not sat-
fufled with appropriating our products, Californin robw us of the good name
of those things for which we have established a high repotation, California
dog ealmon re canned and labaled ** Columbia River Balmon "—all while
wo slumber, Our latest production, caseara pegrada, or chittim bark, is
known in the market as solely a California product, Upwarda of twenty
tons of thin articls of commerce have been ehipped this season from Benton
county alone. A droggist of Eugene wrote to firms in New York aa to the
price they would pay for the bark shipped direct from that town, and was
not & little astonisbed when the reply came back that the Oregon chittim
bark was wortbless, and they only purchased that sent and raised in Cali-
fornis. Such 18 & leal from & true bistorie page of events in one wrtlcle
ralsed in this state for which snother gains the ceedit.  The fact about chit-
tim is that Western Oregon prodoces almost all the bark of this kind that
i gathered on this coast. Oar neighbors on the north are not less active,
but more scrupnlons than our Callfornia friende. Thy their systen of finan-
clal legislation Oregon is being drained of ita avallable capital by Washing-
ton, which also attracts the large smonnt of eastern capital now seeking in-
vestment In the northwest, Agaln, Washinglon It an energetic advortising
competitor, It does not bélieve that the money invested in a large sign in
go much capiral wastad. The Washington merchant ls wide awake while
too many of our Oregon business men are taking & conservative nap upon
the counter, " allowing the businesa to run ltesell.” Nature has done her
part by Oregon and it now rests with the people whother it shall be the
grandost state in the Union or becomo distanced in the raoe for commercial
supremacy.— Corvallis Gazelle,

Near the mouth of the Wenatchea river, Weshington, caves containing
large quantities of & supetior quality of onyx have been discovered. A mar-
ble dealer of Epokane Falls noticed a fow spacimens of the stone in n_mllne-
tion of ssmples of the various minerals of Kittitan ¢sunty, and inquiring the
location of the place when the stone was found set out on & prospecting
trip and had no diffioulty in Anding (. He found & number of caves in
which were many stalactites, which, upon being broken proved to ba besu:
tiful onyx formstions. There are sboot 290 acred ol unsurveyed govern
ment land Included in the area where the mineral s found, sod u company
has organized at Spokane Falls and taken vp & number of claima for the
purpose of developing the find. The ancients prised the onyx very highly
for camoos, and soma of their productiovs haye never been eqoaled by mod-
orn engravers, The Washington onyx s beautifully ealored, the bandiog
being abarply defined. T sione in extromoly hard and takea & very high
poliah, ‘The principal souroe of spply of the Usited Siates for thia mais
vial bas been Mexico, and large smounts bsve anoually been expended in
securing it for decorstions for interiors of reidences and public hulldlng:.
and the prospeeta of & payiog basiuess being secured by the owners ol (he
tew flsd are considernd good. The town of Waterville, in the weatern part
of Douglas county, will be made the base of operationn by the Compenys
which hias been eapitatized at §250,00,

—

A book that will prove ol moch interest to renidonts of the noribwest in
“Thig Bridge of the Gods," u tale of Indisn 1Ll in

(iregon 200 yean 8o

SHORE. 815
The anthor, F, H. Balch, has woven a story ol desp interest out of the
materials supplied by legends, well known historical facts and sathenticated
custons and habits of the races that occapled the great Colambia basin
when the Caucasian race first visited it.  Not only {s the story sntertaining
in ltsall but 50 closely has the aothor adhered to facts, that it may well be
eallad a tros ploture of aboriginal life in Oregon two conturien ugo, 1i shows
careful study of the subject, and ho 18 to be congratulated apon the fact that
his imagination has been nsed only to weavs Into one plece the soattered
threads of fact, rather than, as most writers upon western toples do, to ore-
ate the facts themsolves, 1n ono partivalar ho in a lttle at fanlt. In justis
fying his * Confederscy of the Wanna " he states that in 15856 & great com-
bination of the Indisns from the Britiah possessions to California was made
againat the whites. In thin he is in error. 1t is trow thet the Yakimas,
Klickitats, Cuyuses, Walla Wiallus and Spokanes, all living in the Columbia
vallsy, did combine against the whites, and that at the same time there
was war in Southern Oregon with the Rogue Itiver tribe; but these two
wars were simnltansous rather than conjunctive and graw out of totally diss
tinet cansen. The Puget sound Indiann also engaged in hostilitios, but it
was never shown that they did so because of any combination they had
made with the Yakimas, It is & question, also, il he would not have come
nearer (s troth had he placed the Kliokitats at the head of the confederacy,
instead of the Willumettes, since the alight svidenoes left for us to judge
from seem to point to them as the most warlike of all the Columbian tribes
in former times, Published by A. O, McClurg & Co., Chicago,

There are at present in the United States, exolusive of Alaska, 580,216,
801 acres of unoceupled government land, of which amount 282,779 438 ncres
have been surveyed. Alaaks contains 500,520,600 acres, less than 1,000
acres having been entered. Montana han the largest area of nnocenpled
Jand of any state or tertliory in the union, having 60,100,312 nores unsar
voyed and 0,011,315 seren surveyed, New Mexioo comes second with b5,
#60,926 acres. Ninetoen million scres of agricultural lands wors tranaforred
to actual settlors daring the year. The lands patented to states on acconnt
of education, internnl Improvements and public bulldings during the year
1800 amounted to 530,770 acres,  During the year patents were lnsned to the
number of 117,247 as against 70,141 for the corresponding period last year.
Mineral and mill-nite patents were also Inoressed from (113 In 1889 to 1,407
in 1800, The area of coal lands granted in 1590 nearly doubled that of the
previous year, In 1800 there were 224 patents, covering J3,470.70 nores,
and in 1880, 155 patents, covering 17,000.80, ‘The total recelpts from publie
lands haye been §7,470,570,81,

The committes on Indian affair of the lower house of congress lias re-
ported favorably on s bill geanting the right of way across the Payallop In-
dlan reservation I Washington to the Tacoma & Besttle Air Line Co, This
organivation filed articles of incorporation last Fabruary and immediately
put & party of surveyors in the feld for the purpose of establishing & line
between the two cities, but found it impracticable to do anything ontil &
grant across the reservation wan secured, The favorable report of the com-
mities is almost equivalent to & grant of tha privilege, and as the cothpany
has ample funds st lis command work on the rosd will probably be com:
menoed an soon 84 the formalities sre completed, The intentlon is to con:
wiret a line of railroad and equip I In & manner that will admit of traing
being ron sk & high rate of specd, g0 that not to exceed forty minutes' time
will be consumed in making the trip betwesn the two places. The distance
by the new line will be & little over thirty miles, which will requir very
fast running to make the trip in the tine contemplated by the munagers.
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Inoorporations bave been effectad in Wishinglon recently by the fol-
lowing named companiea: Payallup Bavings, Loan & Trust Co,, ol I'ayal:
Jap; capital, §25,000, Spokane & Wentern Railroad Co., of Bpokane Falls;
capital, §10,000, West Kootenal Mining Co., of Spokane Falla; oapital,
$1,000,000. Pacific Loan & Trast Co., of New Whateom oapltal, $200,000,
Denver Land Co. , of South Bend ; eapital, §75,000. Port Angelen Gaa, Klec:
irfo Light & Power Co,, Limited, of Port Angeles; caplital, §900,000, Buns
st Warehouse Co., of Sunset; capital, §3,500. Moyers Land & Improve:
mant Co., of Roalyn | eapital, §25,000,

Tha horse car streat rallway systom of Salem has been jurohased by &
synificate of Chicago capitalista. Thres miles more of road bad are (o be
bailt & once and the whols system changed for operstion by electricity,
Ralem already liss one slectric 1ine,
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The cltizens of Milton, Oregon, have organizad sn sssoclation for the
parposs of adveriising that section of e atate. A large amount of imuwl-
gration lteratare will be sent out, calliog attention to the advantages Uma-
tilln county has to offer,




