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Playmates, they, from youngest childhood, scarce o day were they apart;
When they grew to man and malden, deap within each youthiul heart
Flamed the fire of love eternal, and thelr plighted vows were said,
Thogh they knew paternal anger would descend upon their head.
What cared they that Haidah custom said that ehoot and chooa® crest
Wedded must be, and the mven with the raven ne’er should nest!
Tove to them was earth und heaven, and they rosmed the forest free,
Whare the birds sang aweetost music, or beslda the reatless sea

Watched the ses gull's graceful dushes, and the leaping salmon play,

On whoso silver sides the sunlight shona lks dismond's brightest my,

Hwest their love dream was, but tranaient, rade awak’ning came foo
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Plunging them from highest heaven to abymmal depths of gloom.

Time had come when Haidah custom made demand that they should
wed

Each must choose & choot, an aagle, Many bitter tears were shed

By the lovoly Kinda-wis, and flaros rebellion filled the heart

0f her lover, Quissam-quedas, who with s would rather part

Than to see his heart's bright jewel shine within an sagle's nest,

In the distant North Pacific, near Alaska's rocky ntrand,

Lie the islands of Queen Charlotte,’ like oases in the sand.

(ireen those {slands are in spring time, green in summer and in fall,
Greener yet thro' the long winter, when night's shadow, like » pall,
Hangs above (hem, and the rain clonds, hovering ceaseless night and day,
Bathe the land of Haidah with the waters sweet from far Cathay.*
Giant cedars crown the mountalng, from whose tranks the [ndian forma
War canoea that ride the ocean and defy the fiorcest storms ;

Totem sticks that stand sa witness to the crest thit marks his line,
And & hundred queer utensils, carved with many & rare design.
With his line of strongest sinew and his hook ol {ashioned bone,

Onea ho esught the dark-hued codfish,’ made the halibut his dwn;
With his arrow nlew the grigaly, lordly elk and timid duer;

Often met in deadly conflict foes the bravest well might fear.

Years liave run into the agea since the Haldah in bin pride, .
Bravest scion of the Mongol,* mied this region far and wide;

Now he numbers searce 8 hundred, and when years shall count » scors,
Grassy valos of green Quoen Charlotte shall his footateps feel no more,
In his war canos of cedar, with its high and carvéd prow,

Rides ho yet upon the billows, twenty men® from stern to bow;
Twanty long, flat-bladed paddles perfect time to musie keep,

As the twenty Haldah voleea roll the bear soug o'or the desp.

Weird that song is, strange its words are,* {or no white man over hasrd
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Whare it came from, what ils meaning, anclent legend faintly tolls;
Thuss the tale, by one related who smong the Huidahs dwells.

Many years ago, s many that no language can convey,

When the fierce and fearlos grialy walked and talked in human way,’
Lived a youth named Quissam-quedus, strong and hrave, before whose door
Hiood & carvéd pola of cedar,! which s sorbre raven bore.

Near hilm lived swest Kindu-wiss, s davghter of a mighty ehiel,

O'or whose high, sucestral totem perched & chova in reliel

Jowne axtromity of Alaskn, They wers discovered by Juna Peres, & Spaniah navigator, in
Iﬂl.himupludadumhighhmm by Usptain Georgs Vanconver, the

wploror.
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Ho, one day, in deaperation, holding love above the rest
Of all sarthly thoughts or duties, fled thay to the lorest drear,
Far bayond the reach of kindred, whers no human eye nor ear
Could dissover their retreat, or Haldah foot had ever been,
Far upon & rugged mountain, in & lovely, grasey glen,
By a crystal stream of water, ‘neath & spruce trea's spreading bough,
Built they love’s enchanted dwelling, pledged anaw elernal vow.
Soch a lifs aa fabled Eden saw belore the lempter came
Lived thess trannts, fauniog gently love's bright, sacrificial flame.
Mountains, valleys, far off ocean, lay within thelr aweoping gase,
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to eoust, Owing 1 the huwid atmosphure the forestn of oalar snd fr aro sxtremaly
dessn, and the Lrees are of motstar propertions,

Nore $--Off (he folanda are fakiing baoks whore is found o fish somowhat similar b
the od, which has bows given the nasma of * black sod,” heosnee of e sxtremely dark
fesh, 1t s & flsn pubstitats for tha tros ood and 10 baing esaght and eursd for market,
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for fohdng and hanting, end vesd tham with grest skll) sl the bmplemeuia and weap-
ot of this white man anpplantal them, Thay even oanght MD.pound halibut with Uisir
baon hooks,
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