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Waer Bnon for December 18 will be the holidsy nnmber, double the
regular dise and besutifolly illominated in colors. It will be the handsom-
est publication of any kind ever lssued on the Pacific coast, and will rival
the Christman edition of any {llnstrated paper in the country. The usual
price of holiday lesnes, twenty-five cants, will be charged, and those desir-
ing extr copies should order them at once. All regular subscribers will
receive this number fres, also all new subscribers for 1801 until the iasue ia
exhansted.

Winter haa not yet sent in his card.

Congreas has reassembled and immediately there are announcements
of thres prise fights,

The present position of the republican senators and the slections bill is
like that of the man who had hold of the bear's tail snd found it hard to

lot go.

The first ** heaviest gale known for years " has already occurred on the
Atlantic coast off Halifax. With such sn early start there cught to ba at
least » dozen ** heaviest ' this season.

If President Harrison could have given * Ros."' a fooryear sleeping
draught be would have saved the administration considerable annoyance
from the commercial instinets of that enterprising gentleman. Hus. ovi-
dently looks upon the presidency aa a family perquisite,

At last Minister Mizner, who disgraced himsell and dishonored his
country In (he Barrundis afair, bas had hia disgrace ofiicially confirmed
and been recalled from his misslon to Central America. The extreme de-
lberation of the state departmont has lost what little prestigs the recall of
the unfaithful servant might have given ns. Prompt action should have
been taken to show that the Amerlean flag hus both the will and power lo
protect all baneath its folda,

The Parnell squabble jostifies & reprint of the Kilkenny cats story for
the edifleation of the rising generation, There is more or Jess similarity in
the cases of Parnell and our own silent statesman, (uoay, and the mistake
of keoplng elther of them at the heud of his party (s evident, When a man's
pernonal reputation bevomes so uneavory that hie repels rather than attracts,
it l# time to dopose him from leadership, and the fact that be endesvors to
hold on whon the dictates of patriotism should impel him voluntarily to re-
tire, Is one of the best ressons why he shonld be dethroned.

Hame ides of the delightful weather of the past month eun be gathered
from the following summary of the U. 8, signal officer at Portiand for the
the month of November: Cloudless duys, 10; partly cloudy days, 8;
clondy days 6; days on which .01 of an Inch of min fell, 8; total precipita-
tion hall an inch, or 6.25 inches loss than the average and the least of any
November on record ; highest tompensture, 78 dogrees; lowest, 10 degrees
on 16th and 10th; mean 47.2; killlog froat on 6th with thermomeler at 12
degroes. There are now indications that the long-delayed rain s at hand
and that the ground will seon be in fine condition for cultivation, Roses and
all kinds of hardier fowers wee in foll bloom n wnd about Portland,

The advantages of the water lovel route down the Columbia for the
wheat of the inland empire over the mountain roote to the sound, were
never botter stated than by Superlotendent MeCabe of the Northern Paciflo,
in an interview pablished in the Tacoma papers. He said: ' We can't
pove more than 120 cars a day over the mountaing on aslogle lrack, Therw
in & tremondous grade between Tacoma and Ellenaburgh, and that makes
travel hard, 11 that grade was not there we conld improve things considor:
ably, In crossing the monntaing the grade is so great that it takes two
lnrge engives lo move & train of ten cars, I we had all the engines be-
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and New York we could mot mova all the cars over & aingly
::::'?wr;hh is the situation in u nut shell. The Columbin river is the
route degigned by nature a# &0 ontlet for the products of that regian, and
all efforts to force them over the monntaing must be extremely costly and
to & degres [utile. The Hunt road down the Columbia should be bailt gt

ance, e ——

Teatimony before the congresaional committes on immigration it its
session in Portland was somewhal conflicting, though the weight of it was
against the desirability of Chinese a3 residents of this country. While
Wst Enonn i8 of the opinion that the ahwence of Chiness would ba & Dieas-
ng, it does mot hase its views upon prejudice. It does nob object to the
Chinaman becanss he works steadily and saves his money. Indeed, thess
are tho only redeeming traits he possetses. Would that Americans, both
outive and manufactured, would emulate hia example in this, If they did,
ane of the greatest causes of §in, misery, poverty and woe would be remoyed
from onr midet. The great reason for objection to the Chinaman ia that ha
is & representative of s alien and aheolutely unreconcilable civilization,
He is not, and never ean be, Americanized. He never can become & usefnl
cltizen, and it is citizens we want in this conntry, not mere induatrial laves,
America's strength and bosst are her intelligent free labor and manhood,
1t i our pride and the very essence of our national life, that labor is honored
and dignified and the laborer i paid for his toil enough to enable him to
live in comfort with his family and enjoy the natural plessures of life. In-
ssmnch a8 the Chinaman's presence hers tenda to lower this standard and
degrads labor; inssmuch as his method of living is beneath that oor civil-
{zation and customs demand ; inssmuch as the competition of his labor with
onrs tends to draw us down to his lovel, he is undesirablo, and the sooner
the conntry i rid of him the better. It is no argument in his favor to say
that we have other elements that are undesirable. If & man have a sors aye
does he neglect to cure it becwuse ho also has & sore foot? It is true that
wo have representatives of other nationalities in our midst, chiefly congested
in eastern cities, that are doing us an incalenlable damage &a a peopls, and
svery elfort should be made to rid ourselves of them, or, at least, to prevent
an increaso of their numbers. They not only degrade our Iabor, increase
erime and immarality, but through our own reckless error in giving them the
ballot ndd u corrupting and corruptible slement o our politics thatls & dis-
grace fo our national manhood and a serions mensoe to our free institutions;
but this is & question distinct from the Chinese issue, and a8 they are sop-
arate and can be treatsd apart from each other, let us not confound them,
but give each the attention its gravity deserves,

Conaiderable space is given this week to three subjects that besr a
more or less close relation to each other and are all of prime impartance lo
the Pacific northwest, and especially to Portland, They are the Nicarsgos
canal, the wheat hlockado and the manufacturing interests at Oregon ity
Nothing so etphasizes the necessity of s shorter route to European marksts
as the present congested condition of the wheat markst, A voyage of
six months to convey wheat to Liverpool is too long to satiafy the conditions
that now provail, 1t is imposaible to secure enough tonnags 1o actommo-
date the crop, Were the voysge reduced one-half in length-—and the Nie-
araga canal will do more than that—the same tonnage would carry almost
twioe as much grain, Vessels would not be tied up so long with  tingle
cargo, This, however, i8 not the only trouble. There is a woeful lack of
facilities for conveying grain to the seaboard from east of the mountains,
Angther crop next year of equal average yield to this will produce  still
greater blockade unless great improvement be maade in facilities for hand:
ling it, since the acreage increases largely évery year. ‘The absolute neces-
sity to Portland, and the interior as well, of the construction of the Hunt
road down the Columbis can not be stated too strongly. Unlike other roads
that have been built in the west it is behind the demand, It woold pay
from the first day it began opération. The situation also calls for the opsn-
ing of the river as the caly permanent reliel, and it is gratifying to kow
that the bill for a boat milway at Celilo will be pushed vigorously in con-
groms this winter, Intimately connected with these subjects i that of the
wanulacturing industries at Oregon City, where is to be found the greatest
avallable single water power in the United States, With the canal opes
for trafllo, so that markets on the Atlantic cosst may be resched, there if
no reason why this magnificent power should not be utilised in prepsrivg
the produota of thin region for the general market, No seaport city in the
world has st ber very door sich & weslth of energy for manufacturiog par:
poses aa Portland possesses 1 the falls of the Willamette, and it is lnwvi:
table that enormons manufacturing interests shall spring up there; and the
basiness men of Portland ahould aid thoss of Oregon City in thelr effurts to
secnre them, alnce the greatest benefit will in the end be reaped by the ma-
tropolis. The national board of trads will convene at Kew Orlesns next
Monday, und the delegates from the Portland chamber of commene
call for a disenesion of the Nicarsgua canal question with the object of do-
fng all posible to aasist that great enterprine and awaken the people 1o 118
national importance,




