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Entered i the Post Ofice in Portland, Oregen, for tramsmision through the mails ot
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SURBCRIPTION RATES-~Btrictly In Advanoe.
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The West SKorg offers tho Best Medium for Advertisors of any
publication on the Pacific Coast.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1800,
Hend shout Portland's great exposition.

Wa want something more than " whereas " and resolyed,” on the
world's fair quettion.

Toad not only knocked all precedents of the Speaker's desk to flinders,
but bie eplintered the desk jielf.

11 aiy one wants to king it a little while the king of Portogal would
probably turn his job over to him at & moderate price.

Much spaco is devoted this week to Portland's great exposition, Next
week the Spokane Fulls exposition will be illustrated andd described, after
which Wist Sionx will ngain bhave [ta nsoal diversity of contents.

With bt few exceptions the press of Oregon has taken np the question
of & proper representstion of the state st Chicago, in & wpirit of intelligent
entorpeise, 11 nomething creditablo be not done it will not be the fanlt of

i pireas.

shall the future citinen be able to speak English, is the queation at issuo
in Wisconln. The democrats, in their eagernoss to secare U forelen vole
to help them beat the republicans, have endomed the proposition that it is
ol no coneern to the state whether ita oitiasns aliall do so or not, There sre
too many loyal, honest Americans in the democratic party who will not
support such & prineiple to permit it to succesd.

Probubly no city in the United States has such & lot of * home-made "
sidowalks an Portland. They are the crudest, roughest, homaliest aiTairs
ever pat under tha foot of man to try his sole. Whether it is because the
afdewalk commiesioner in crosaeyed, or because heo never pays any attention
whatever to the detalls of his business, or both, is unknown; but it is afact
st tho new walks put down this year are a dingrace o & Rossian villags.
The boards vary In length all the way from one to alx Inches, and are sa
woeven on the top as w worm fence.  Some are thicker thin others, making
& surfave lke & conloroy road, Different grades ave maintained, so that
the luckloms pedoatrian etthor stubs lils ton againat the higher and loaps for
ward 1ke & knngaroo, or stepa down with a far that makes him wonder
whore the earthquake is. 1t certainly can nol be mom expensive, or take
mueh more time, 1o lay & good, smooth sidewalk, withi the eads of the
boarda svanly malched on both shles, than to put down one of these side-
walk ot in blank verso. The manner of selecting the property to b can-
tamninated by sssociation with one of (lsse padestrian nightoiares might be
jmproved apon. Thore are walke, eapecially in front of vacant property,
whinre (4 1 only at the riek of breaking his limba that one can venture after
dark, where hroken and mising boards make pedestrinnism even by day-
light a work of cantion, Neglocting these, the suthorities have (requently,
tormn tp walks that were, (o say the least, lar froms bolng dilapidated, and
1akd down the crude sffaic that passes for an ofticial walk, when, had the
ownor known of what waa to have been done be wonld have pot down &
good walk himsell.

Upon thia Important matter ol good sidewalks & volume conld be
written, With the molst clinaste of this region our people should sadeavor
to lay down stone or artificial stone walks., They sre the best in appear-
ance, and are the most ecopombcal in the end.  'The freqaent mins of winter
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«lon walk, which are still further warped
ol dry weather in the summer time. Ar-
1 : ! d

tificial stone is not affected in this manner, and extremely cold weather,
m:h l:i::lghl dumage n walk of that kind, i unknown here. It 18 & shame
{0 see the miserably wooden walks that hedge in the elegant grounds of
A citizan should take a8 much pride in the appear-
{ stroet in front of his residence a8 in his lawn,
o tht our residences are not only surrounded with

{awns snd beantiful fowers, tut are bordered with neal stons side-
m, with only & low stone wall or short hedge between the grounds and
walk, then the residence portion will ceige to look like an overgrown village.

rob and gwell the boards of & %0
out of poition by the long season

many of our rich men,
ance of the sidewalk an
When the time shall com

he lust intrenchment of mosshackism seems to be a few of the country
papers, whose mMANAKErs, gither becanse they have not the shility to com-
prehend the strength and volume of the progressive movement, or Aré dem-
igogically eatering to the ultra-congervatives and anti-progressionists with
the hope of gaining thelr approval and support, foolishly seek to oppose the
movement for & proper representation of the stare at the Colombian expo-
sition, They will léarn by dear experiente that the element honored with
Ahieir sycophantio enlogies approves but little and supports nothing, and &
few years hance they will ba seen desperstely clntehing at the tail of the pro-
cossion as it disappears around the bend snd lenves them hopelesaly strand-
& in {he hatren desort of mossbackism.

11 is gralifying to see such representative hodies as the State Hortioul-
tural Socisty and the Portland Chamber of Commerce pags resolutions in
favor of & legilative sppropriation of $260,000, becatse it shows that the
tive members of those bodies have  just appreciation of what the true
interests of Oregon demand; but resolotions re not deeds, and action i
what is wanted. This is not & Portland matter, and it is wise that the
Portlnd chamber do not take the initiative, lest their condnet be miscon-
strued and the object aimed at bo defeated, The whole state ia interested.
It conterns one section na much as another, sud can only properly be lian-
dled by an organizstion in which each connty in the state is represented.
The proper body to initiate the movement |8 the Orogon Board of Commerce,
for the reason Lliat it is the most representative of the whole state of all the
organisations within its limits.

While it bs trae that the Oregon Board of Commerce should assume the
initiative, it 18 not wise that it should ondertake to handle the queation
iself. There are (oo many sections unrepresented in that body to render
such sotfon sdvisable. Nothing but a convention that shall ba composed
of delegates [rom pvery connty can take hold of this mutter with a certainty
of securing completo pablic confidence in its ability and representative char-
actor, withont which perfoct sucoess {s (mpossible, Buch a convention can
be callod by the officer of the Board of Commerce, the president of which
fully sppreciates the fuportance of practical action. This convention oan
organize an assoclation; in which every county shall be répresented, that
shall hiave chiarge of the state's interests at Chicago. The two worthy com-
misaloners, a8 has been stated in these columnd, are not neceasarlly charged
with the duty of attendiog to the state exhibit. In fact, they are not
harged with it at all, and will not be unless the legialatire make an appro-
priation subject to their diabursal. 1t was to arouse the public and the gen-
tlemen themselves from the mistaken ides that they were, and to change
the drilt of evants that was tending in the direction of so making them, that
Wit Suonn sounded the note of alarm, happlly with so gratifying an effect,

Polities most be rigidly excluded from this matter from first to last.
We want no execotive appolntees, no men elected by the legislature nor
avy ot of men whose names have been inserted in an appropriation bill by
uny sort of slatemaking hoeus jiocus, Universal confidence can only be
secred by plackng the matier (o the hands of & completely non: political
body composed of reprosentative citizens from every connty in the state, It
would séem to one in the least aquainted with the details of legislation
and the natare of the body to assemble at Salem next January, thut the
only hope of securing an sdequate appropristion lies in the ability to pre-
sent to the legislatnre & well digeated scheme for ita uselul exvenditare.
Two important questions will be asked: *“ What are you golig to do
with oo ek money *" and " Who ahall ba entrosted with ita disburse-
ment?"' These must be answered satisfatorily or there will be no appro-
peiation large enongh to sccomplish anything with, and possibly none st
all. Tbe neconsity of organiziog an Exhibit Assoclation {n the manner sey-
erul (imen pointed out In these columna seems too evident o require discos-
slon. Snch an organization of representative men can go belore the legis-
lnture with a comprebensible ontline of what they expect to do, with some
hopa ol secaring the money necossary to carry oat thelr plans, Otherwise,
80 [ar aa the legislature i concerned, the whole movement will be & dismal
fuilure, resulting, at best, in tha appropristion of & small sum to be ex-
pendeid by the commissioners of kome other nonsrepresentative appointess,




