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THE DALLES AND VICINITY.

The Dalles; Vancouver and Astoris sre the three historic townk on the
Columbis river, They are the oldest towns in the northywest and abont
them cluster most of the important events in the sarly history o this conn:
try. The Dalles in the farthest up the river of the three, It i Tocatsd ut
tho foot of the greatest obstruation in the channel of the Colawbia, from
which the eity takes ita name, The Canadian voyngeurs and othier wesi-
witrd bound pilgrima of the early day experienced more or leen serions in-
convenlence In being obliged to make a portage around the dalles of
the river, and the aborigines of that looality wers alwayh tronbliscing.
Thelr thisvish propansities were abnormally developed. With the excep-
tion of the comparatively amall obstruction at the cascaden the river wad
{ree from the dalles to the sea, and where The Dalles waa builk geemed an
advantageous point to establish a settlement. In 1538 the Metholists lo-
cated & mission thers, wnd the Catholics two years later did the same, both
of which have been maintained to the present time, Doring the Indian
war of 1850-58, The Dalles was the base of military operations, und u mili-
tary post was established on the lightly timbered slope back of whers the
town i located, After aboat & decade the post was bandoned, but during
ita continuance |t served an Important porposs.  When the interior country
became safficlently settled to ronder commercial channels necessary Tho
Dalles becarme an important point on tha river and as the volume of busi:
niesa iniressed the town at the lower end of the portage grew and at length
bocame & live commercial city. The building of the Oregon Railway &
Navigation line up the Columbia gave the town an additional prominence
and poshed it ahoad in & business way, The railwny shops wers located
there as the most convenient point on ;
tha divislon. The wide stretch of fer-
tile conntry to the southward became
stiractive to setllors and the vast
quantities of produce from that seo-
tion mought shipment by way of The
Dalles.  Thus It becsme & market of
the first importance,

This Dalles fs the seat of justics
of Wasco which is ons of the largest
cotnties in Oregon and has & grest
varioly of physical festures and pro-
ductions,  The county lien eust of the
crest of the Cascade mountains, in-
eloding within Its lmits that famons
old peak Mount Hood, and its north-
ern border is washed by the Colum-
bin river. AL Tho Dalles the river in
1,000 feet wide and ol an average
dopth ut low water of eighty-five feut,
I the eastern part of the county the
rine buck trom the river in quite grad-
unl bt in the west It is shrupt whore
the stroam cuts its way through the
heart of the rugged mountain mnge.
The mountainons section n covered with valuahle timber, 1t wonld seem
to be u diffienlt problem to get the timber out of so rgged & country bat it
{0 nolved vory easily. Saw mills are put in operation in the monntain (ast-
neasen aod the lumber in ** flamed ** oot to the city st very small expense,

The Dalles claion the distinotion of belng the largest primary wool mar-
kot in the United States. The annual shipmenta from that section aggre-
gnte abont 5,000,000 poands,  Wool is marketed at The Dalles Irom interior
polnts 200 miles distant, and that in the greatest wool ralsing section of the
state, HNince the it of thin year wbout 125,000 wheep pelts have been
ahiipped from the city and & large number of hides woulid also have been
marketed but for the extremely low price which made it hardly worth the
while to bother with them, The live stock shipments this season will ng-
gregato aboud 300 oars.  About 200,000 buahels of gmin are sent away ani
# four mill with a eapacity of 100 barrels daily ia kept ranning ou the local
product,  Probably a quarter of the grain supply comes from Klickitat
county, Wasliington, on the opposite side of the river, and & good deal of
other farm produce from the otlier side fnds & market in The Dalles. A
stenis forry plies on the river, rendering communioation scross the stream
oy

A short time ago The Dalles issned bonda to the amonnt of $100,000 for
fund to Improve Its wter workn plant, The credit of the ity was so good
that the bonds broaght $101,100, The work of improving the waler service
I8 now in progress, The city bas macadumized stroets, o good sewerigs
systom and eloctrio lights, A franchise has been grantad for an electric
street rallwny.  The Dalles has excollent sducational sdvantages. 1n addi.
ton to four pablic schools buildings, In which foarteon teachers am om-
ployed, thore In the Wasco Independont Academy and a Catholic boarding
sohiool for girle. The elty has hall & dosen chinrehes.  There are two weekly
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wutapers, thran hotels and three banking houses, two of the latter being
iy Tha Linkiness hildings are ol brick and stone and of modern
: e of the finest theaters in Eastern Oregon s lo-
The valoe of building improvements made doring the

ptiomal
of architecture.

ghyles

ated in The Dalles,
lT-..utul \-E-:ur,- :1 :h-_-l r;ry sxconds §250,000. All the public buildings are credit-
ului»;!.rn--!urva.

i « river [eom the ity of The Dalles is the town of North

Just e rosh the r \;l{’: ‘{“ T t:guhell at & moderate elevation above
Dalles, Tt i on & gentie BlOF s
e phver. affording as fine & location for & town as could be found anywhere.
PI'iulr.- havit been o faw honses on that slde of the river for & namber of yrars
but the movement lately indicates the establishment of s flonrishing city on
ljl o north side of the river. The rond affording an outlet to the greater por-
li:)n of Rl-irkitut conty, Washington, reschos the Colgmbla sk thet peint
The location 8 #o favorable that  arge shos manniacturing concern js Aboat
{0 erech & faitory at North Dalles that will employ 500 hands and will turn
ot 135 casas of boots and shoea duily when completed.  Conatraction has
ﬂpu:ly boen bgan and & portion of the plant is under contract to be in op-
aration in Felimary, ‘This one factory vill be:miicleat {o give emplay-
ment to the inhabitants of & good sised town, The land has been platted
though It s not yet on the market. Some idea of the factory may ba ob-
tained from the engraving on anothier page of this paper. A steam ferry
plies between North Dalles and The Dalles rendering communication at all
times convenient, aod the advantages in favor of the former pluce as &
pleasant, resiilence locality are likely to make that attractive for those who
do business ou the Oregon side of the river. The property sll aronnd the
fown plat is valuable, which contributes not & little to the desirableness of
the platted portion itself, It growth must be rapid and by the tome the

shos factory is completed it will have
1,000 inhabitants,

Immediately below the dalles of
the river there is a considerablo en-
largement of the stream and what is
known a8 Terminal bay indents the
Washington shore, It has an area of
several pores of deep water and seama
caleulated by natare for accommoda-
ting the river commerce that must
make the portage aronnd the obstrue-
tion in the channel of the stream.
The boat rajlway, which the govern:
ment proposes to construoct between
the navigable portions of the Colum-
bin ot that point, will commence at
Termingl bay and run up the river
soma nine miles to the open water
above Colilo falla. A bill appropria-
ting $2,800,000 for that enterprise
passed the United Btates senate at
the Inst seasion of congress, hot as
usual with sppropristions of that char-
neter it did not become a law in the
congress in which the measure was
formulated. No other feasible echome for circumventing that obstruction
%0 navigation has been proposed, however, and the plan will surely be
adapted und carried into operation belors long, This one enterprise will be
suilicient to snstain a ¢ity on Terminal bay. A town has been platted there
and called Grand Dalles, The Farmers & Merchants’ railway, designed
primarily to afford better portage facilities than are now enjoyed, and also
intended to each & tract of productive country that has not had adequate
tranaportation, starts from Grand Dalles. The iron on this road is now be-
ing Iaid and traing will be running early next year. This company also
contemplates ranning a ling of steamers to Portland, The Hunt road is be-
ing located long the river on its way to Portland, and will pass through
i oowly:platted town. Tho river in 8o narrow at the dalles that it can be
ennily bridged there, snd rallways contemplating crossing the stream are
anxlom to get control of that point for n bridge, and congress has granted
the right to erect such o straeture there, T4 in likely that The Dalles, Klick-
tat & Goldendalo road will scon construct » line throngh Kliokitat county
lo & connection with the Northern Paclfic at Kennewiok. This line ia defl-
nitely located und will have terminal (nollition and shops st Grand Dalles.
Tha Giteat Northern bax also wsked for terminal grounds thers, The town
prowises 1o be the greatest railroad center in Eastern Oregon. The loca-
ton i most admirable for & city, and the transportalion lines aiming for
:l_ui polnt insure ita commerctal promivence. The townsite ia level, it has
Picturesire surronndings, and s so located that it will command a large
voltos of the business of tho inland empire,
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of the river, g southwest from Grand Dalles, and showa some of
the mprovements that bave beon made abous both the old town and the
new witon. The bulldings compare favorably with any in the state.




