_WEST SHORE.

wehool buildings, one of which cost $40,000, supply superior facilities for
the education of the large number of school children, of whom there are
sbout 2,600, The schools are well graded and splendidly managed. There
are also a number of private and denominational schools, The Willam-
site University in the oldest as well as the leading educational instifation
in the state. It has a large and well equipped struotars and ample grounds,
The Orphans' Home is another institation of the city that is doing good
work, There are ten churches, one of them being & brick structure that
cost $60,000, There are also two hotels, & fine opara house and more than
hall & mile frontage of substantial brick business blocks,

Halem is pulsiog with life and energy. The rich blood of enterprise
and prosperity is flowing in the srteries of trade and industry. New enter-
prises are on foot that will aid materially in promoting the growth of the
city. The leading street car line, extending from beyond the depot through
the city and to the fair gronnds, will scon be converted into an electrio
line, making the second electric motor line in the city. Engineers are now
making the permanent locstion of the line between Salem and Silverton,
and the indications are that this most valnable feeder to Salem’s businoss
will be finished and in operation by the end of 'the year. New snd desira.
Dle suburban tracts will be prepared for residence purposes and transporta-
tion facilities provided. The legislature will be in session next winter, and
the thoneands drawn to the capital biennially by this cause will have an
opportunity to see what remarkable progress it has made during the past
two years, and will return home pronder than ever of the Oapital City,

FREE BRIDGE AT PORTLAND.

The question of u free bridge over the Willamette river st Portland is
ong which has been discussed
for yeurs, and that such & stroe-
{ure i & necessity is conceded
by everyone. All over the east-
ern !states turnpikes, or toll
roads, were al one time owned
by corporations, knd maintained
for the revenus to be derived
from them, These roads proved
to be s heavy tax npon the resi-
dents of the rural sections, in-
semuch as they were compelled
to use them whenever they mar-
keted their products, and were :‘&«x
unable to get a corresponding
increase in the price of what
they had to sell. The diecos
sion of the question finally re-
gulted In many of the counties
boying the franchises and im-
provements of the roid and
lovying a general tax upon the entire taxably property of the counties to
defray the expense of their purchase and maintenance as fres highways.
A8 & consequence, sections which for any reason falled to do away with the
burden imposed by thess roads soon found their business slipping away to
the live and enterprising communities which had grasped the situation.
Of the same nature is the situation confronting the citizens of Portland and
Last Portland to-day. Because Portland s at present the principal market
of the northwest is by no meana an nssurance that she will always remain
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such, Burdens will have fo be removed and inducements superior to thoss
offered by other places will have to be held oat or the trade will gradually
seek other points, An incident bearing on this point was presented last
woek in & band of 1,200 sheep which was being driven to the Portland
market {rom Eastern Oregon. At the rates charged by the bridge and farry
companies the toll on this band would huve nmounted to §30. The owner
of thess shesp conld, of courss, get no mere per pound for his stock than il
he had not had to submit to the tax. By taking advantage of the enter-
prise of our neighbor on the south, however, this item of expenss was
avolded, Clackamus connty has s free bridge over the
Willamatte at Oregon City which s maintained at the
expense of the connty, and stockmen and olhiers come
ing to Portland from east of the
motntaing fnd it convenlent to
make & slight detoar In that
direction to avail themselves of
its ndvantage. Seven yeam ago
the Columbin river fornished
the only outlet for the products
ol Eastern Oregon and Waalis
ington and the Willsmette vals
loy, and Portland was tho point
of meeting and transfer [rom
river to ocean crafl, Heavy
tolls wore exaoted from this
trafflo in the form of [relght
charges on the npper and lower
rivers and towage and pllotage
to the sea.  Repeatod demands
for a reduotion of thess charges
were ignored, and ma the incoms derived from the traffic was etiormons
other companies began the conatraction of rail lines scrons the mountains
10 other harbors, and at the earlient possible moment the producers of the
inland emplre took sdvantags of the competition thus provided, and the
business which had been provided s belonging to thin elty wan largsly
diverted to other ports, The rallroad along the river now takes the plae of
these boats, bat it differs from them In that where the boats then sectred
ull the teaffic the railroad now gets only & part. The failare of Portland to
grasp the sitoation presented in the free bridge
problem may possibly not result as did her
former [ailure to grasp the shipping sitoation,

bt 1t tends strongly In that direction,
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Roports from the Soloman falands show
that the slave trade Is flourlshing there nnder
the French and English fags, Doring the past
fow yeara 10,000 mon hisve been carrled Into
indosteiul captivity on the plantations of the
New Hebredes, Fijl Inlands, New Calidonia and
Queenaland.

Sneera at Nevada becauss of her los of
population must be expected, and yel the werl-
culiural possibitities of that state are snormous,
and some day Nevada will have a large and
prosperous population.

Flee from the wrath to come, bot do not
neglect to keep a abarp lookoot for the wrath
that is here already.




