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] WEST SHORE
PROGRESS ON THE GRAY'S HARBOR ROADS Geoghoind was/lo attain thé highest I]’mihl':;?ad&mpm:,“ thqdh‘u:“
i . . g s olished thigir purpost fa ahundantly proved by mance ]
Bixteen miles of track have been laid by the Northern Pacilic s 1s 1:,,;:':52-.-.. her arrival in the sonnd waters, The ran from Tecoma fo Seattle

line between Centralia and Black river junction, and as this part of the
work is now np to the graders, track Inying will have fo atop a ehort time.
8ide tracks are to be put in at the janction, and as soon as these Are (o
pleted 1t i the intantion to put the forces on the grade between there and
Olympla. 1t is also probable that track will ba laid from Tacoms to Olym-
pin 8o that trains can be startad at ance. Bayond Black river, anl hetween
that point and Gray's Harbor, 1,500 men and the necsssary toams are af
work. Ballasting is being dove on the portions of track already completed,
and will be prosecuted as fast as the track layers finish their work, ths
putting the line in resdiness for oparation as soon as the last rall is placed,

Work liss bean commenced Ty the Hunt forces on the bridge scross the
Skookumchuck river, Heatter creek and Black river will ba the next points
of operstion hy 1he biridge bailders, The right of way in baing slashed and
eloared four miles beyond Oakville preparatory to moving the graders, who
have completed their work nearly to that point—a distance of twenty miles
from Centralis. Two asw mills are kept busy getting ont ties snd bridge
timber for this line,

Sinoe mining in absorbing all the time of Idaho people, little attention
is buing paid to the timber resources, A correspondent of the Weiser Leader
nayn It In probmbly unknown generally that an the headwaters of the Walser
river and its many tributaries are vast foresta of pine, fic and tamarack, and
an the branches of the Little Weiser, flowing from the east through Indian
valloy, there are extensive tracts of tmber comparatively untonchod, Fx-
tending north, and nearly surrounding Coanil valley, a distance of abont
thirty miles, s & wide belt of excollent timber on the n>untain sides, and
in ntilislog it logs would not hinve to be hanled more than a milo and & balf
to the river, all the way down grade. Along Fast fork excellent tim ber
grown to the water's edgn, Up the Weat branch to Lost valley and beyonil,
and the main river to Price vallay, snd over the ridge between these paral-
lel stroamn, fs an unbroken wildernesa, All this timber can be floated down
the Welser, as much hus boen, and manufsctured into lnmber, sash, doors,
shifngles and ruatie, und all that is not needed at home would find & ready
market in the numeroas towns along the railroxd, There is not & diy panses
but numerons carloads of lumber puss Welser golng eust, and Wolser people
are purchasing msh and doors from Portland Seattle and varions other
polots fn the Hlue mountaine,

A bullotin has been isued by the censos burean relative o the quick-
sllver industey. The business seems Lo have reached its helght in 1867,
winoe which time it has steadily declived. In that yoar 79,300 flasks were
prodoced ; in 1888 the number had been reduced to 3 250, which in turn
had dwindled to 20,404 In 1880, A flask holds seventy-six poonds and six
ounces of metal, and the sverage cost of production is KX per flusk  Nearly
all the quickailver prodoced in this country comes from Calilornis. The
metal is obtained by miniog clonabar ore and extrasting the mercury by
ronsting. b1 u very nnbealthfol hosiness, as the fames srising lrom the
reduction process are polsonons, and continnsd working where they can be
Inbaled Invariably ends (n & breaking down of the systemy of its operatives,
Oregon's production amounted to twonty Hasks, less than §1,000 in valua,
which was insignificant as compared to the total output. The uses to which
this metal s put wre varied and extensive, thoogh it most important fune-
ton ia the extraction of gold and wilver from their ores by thi process of
amalgamation. Spain and Anstein are the principal producers of the wotld,
with California ranking third, The entire product of this country in stated
to bave been 407,076 flasks in the decade just closed,

In some felds of whoat near 'ullman, Washinglon, a blight of some
kind sppeared] on the graln recontly.  Patebes of it woold appear burnt and
the tipa of the heads turned white as thoogh they lad been frosted. A
closa examination, bowever, revealod the presence of & puncture in the
joints; made by some insecl. Specimens of the affected grain were gath-
ored and sent 1o the department of agriculture, st Waahington, D. ., whare
the entomologiat pronoanced it to be Gomma tritfel riley, or joint worms,
The remady sugsmstod for ridding flelds of the pest I to burn the stibble.
Where weeds have beon allowed to grow up after harvest & mowing machine
ahonld be ran over thae ground, snd after the weads Lave dried suflicienily
the burning can be thorougly done, Rotation of crops is also suzgested
wa bedng advantageons, and, should the matter become serious, the straw
and all screenings shoald be burned also, Such pests maltiply with aston-
Inhing rapidity when siot taken (n band prompily, and the tarmes of the
infeatedd section owe it 1o the sotire gratn-producitng seetion of the ot Ul west
to take prompd teasaros for the extermination of the evil.

The steamer Greyhownd, recently buflt st Bteffen's ship yan), in North
Partland, las beotr chartared by the Unlon Pacifio and placed on the Tico.
tu-Seattle route on the sound, The design of the owners in huilling the

has formerly oompied two junes and fifteen minotes by the hoats heretolore
' o thut route, whils the new sleamer covars the distance in the
remurkable time ol one hour and thirty-five minutes, Twelve to fourteen
wilas an hour is consifensd good work for {he nsaal ran of llum"_p’ and is
onslidembily wors than the sverige host can maintain, and when it is con-
siderad that this host makes an uverags of over twenty miles an hour,
the prestige it givex to Portland ship bulding is spparent. The Greylhound
' 1.4 feut depth of hold and draws 4 feet,

etnplay el

s 140 feet long, 18,7 feet beam, !

P

¥or some months past the (ueation of providing Whatoom county,
Washington, with & system of puble highwaya has been disonssad, and the
mitier has now assnmed definite shape in & monster petition to the com-
missionars which sets forth the mumber of miles of road required in each
part of the connty and gives an eitimate of the probable cost of eonstrae-
tion. 'The eommissioners have ordered spacial election to ba held on the
thirteenth of O tober to detérming the question, The proposition is to jase
cotnty bonda in the sum of $90,500, to bear six per cont interest, and to be
redoemable in five, ten, fifteen snd twenty years, The propossd amount of
bonds §s equal to three and one-half per cent, of the present valuation of
taxable property. A number of the largest property holders have signified
their willingneas to assisl in carrying ont the scheme,

A depostt of fire opals has been discovered four miles northwest of
Moscow, Idaho. Thi discovery s o very important one, a8 the stones are
very valuable, und are found In but two other places on the American con-
tinent—Mexico having one ming, and the state of Gieorgia the other, The
opals were thrown out with the dirt drawn up from a well which was
being dng, and ware noticsd by a jeweler of Moscow who chanoed to be
Kunting in that viginity. All the country adjacent to the farm on which
the discovery was mude has been staked out into claims and prospecting is
going on at n rapid pace, A company Lins been organized and is now push-
ing the work of development,

The large dock and terminal whari of the Port Townsend Southern
Railroad Company hins been finlahed at Port Townsend, and & large ware-
houss, sufficiunt to socommodate all the business of the road, is now being
built, Other terminal boildings, such as roundhouses, offices, ote,, are also
being erected, The depot will bo conneeted with the principal streets of
the ¢ty by means of an elécteic car line, Of the road thirty-five miles have
bean completed and are in operation.

The grist mill at Palonse City, Washington, was burned last week, en-
tailing a loss of $10,000, only partially coversd by insurance; A subserip-
tion list was immediately started and substantial contributions ware made
to such an extent that the rebuilding of the mill is now an assured fact,
Pulouse Oity {8 the trude center for & lurge section of the richest portion of
Enitern Washington—the large Palonse valley—and the loss of sach an en-
terprise would be very serions.

The Livingston Land and Improvement Company was incorporated last
weok at Liviogston, Montana. The objects of the corporation are to build
flumes and dig ditobes for water power and irrigation purposes, to deal in
lands und townsites and subdivisions of any town or city in the state. Also
to bild and operate street rallways, The capital stock is $50,000,

The demand for laborers on' railroad work in the northwest so far ex-
ceeds the nvailable supply that contractors on the various lines now build-
ing huve boen compelled to send east for help. 10 in eatimated that not less
that 7,000 men are employed in constroction work alone in this section at
present, and many hundrods more conld be employed were they hare,

The Oregon Paint Company has finally decided to Jocate its works in
tlm_iuwu of Scio. The inducement offared was & donation of seven lots on
which to erect the mill and ore sheds, and s first-class waler power,

Thie principal business portion of Payallop, Washington, burned Tues-
tlay night, cansing a lose of $0,000, with $16,000 insurance, The burned
fratue stroctures will be replaced Immediately by substantial brick buildings.

_ The contruct for grading the extension of the Oregonlan railroad from
Usharg fo & connection with the main line of the Southorn Pacific at Jasper,
Lane county, hias been awarded, and work was commenced lust week.



