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THE MONTANA RANGES.

Gradually but surely the rangs industry sees the days of its
part, About 1884 it reached the zenith, and hovered lhu,: abhont :l;ird;
two, when the decline set in, eays the Rocky Mountain Husbandman, The
first couse of this was the weakening of the market, bot this wan iho eole
cauge for & ahort lime only, for the faed supply seon became & serions prob-
lem. Thg hard winter paralized the industry, 50 to epeak, and oar rangs
stock owners were lang-faced for years; and just as thoy wete gelting their
berds back Lo the criginal numbers, the dry weather set in, cansing the fo-
ture fo be filled with doubts and forebodings. The ssttlement of Montana
alter the dawn of the golden era was confined prineipally to the Beaverhead,
Ruby, Jeflerson, Madigon, Gallatin, Missouri and Deer Lodge valleys.
These valleys had come to be pretty well stocked before the close of the sey-
enties, and the movements of berds to the Yellowstone, Museelshell, Judith,
Sun river, Teton, Marins and other unsettled ranges was commenced.
Thess new valleys were then the same paradiee that their esrlier homes
were in the sixties, But another decade han passed, and we find to-day
that the fencing of the water courses, willow patches and bottom lands on
onr streams and their tributaries far up into the mountaine is driving the
range induatry far onto the frontier. Considerable stock is now moving lo
the Milk river country, and when this is full they will recoll upon the Crow
and Blackfost reservations,

There io but little doubt that the days of succesaful range growing are
well nigh spent. The land owner is the man who is to eventually own the
country, The day is not far distant when the owners of lund will be the
only catile growers of note in the state, sa the country will be a network of
fencing. The production of stock will Incrense under the new regime if the
winter problem fa solved, and if not. many must be sacrificed to quality.
As the country grows older, better breeds will take the place of our present
stock, for when it comes to winter feeding—an era fast approaching—the
sernb must go.  When nature furnished feed in unlimited sapply without
the labor of man, anything was good enough to own; hut with the new
order of affairs our people will not be slow to learn that it will pay best to
miso the best. When it comes to the country balng fenced from monntain
base to river strand, dairy berds and small bands of high grade cattle will
be the rule,  We have beon accustomed to the runge system so long that we
regret to gee it depart, but it is the inevitable d :cree of civilization that it
muiit go, and that too in & very few years. But cattle growing in the man-
ner described will remain as long as the soccession of sunshine and storm
renders our stata habitable, and will be fully ne remunerative as the same
industry is in any portion of the country,

The Willapa Harbor Cold Storage and Packing Company has been organ-
ized at South Bend, Washington, with so muthorised capital of §100,000.
One of the leading objects of the new company is to develop the oyster in-
dustry of Shioalwater bay, which for Inck of suitable means for hundling the
bivalves and changing market conditions has fallen off so that present ahip-
ments are only about hall what they wero twenty years ago.  Early in 1853
the attention of the pioncers was directed fo the fact that extensive beda of
oysters existod all around the bay, and some experimental sbipments were
made to Californis, where none existed at that time, The shipments were
g0 well received, and yielded so bandsome a profit, that a most fourishing
industry sprang op and would have been still expanding to-day had oot the
chief market been nlmost complately cut off by the sncoess of oyster culture
in Callfornis, In the season of 1870 the business on Bhoalwatar bay had
reached its prime. In that year fully 4,000 acks & month were shipped,
realizing on an average §6 per sack here, During the mining excitement in
earliar yoars, aa mtich a8 §8 per sack waa realized, In short, when the bos-
ineas was n Ita prime, it was worth from $250,000 to §500,000 a year to
Shoalwater bay. The business has been reviving during the past flye yoars
and with systematic oultare it promises to assime its former importance,
The oyster and clam beds of Shoalwater bay have sn area of about 80,000
acres, Tho bivalves grown there are of the beat quality, and the rovival of
the trade will be watched with interest, capacially as that section in exper-
jenving very rapid development in every line.

The Canadinn Paciflo, wil ita nowly rebabilitated Oriental sleamahip
line, will curry tho imperisl maila to and from Chios and Japan, and will
make a spocial effort towards controlling the respective trades of thoss
conntrios, One of thess ships, the Empress of ludia, hiaa bean completed ;
the sevond, tho Empren of Japan, will be completed by Junoary firel next,
and the completion of the third, the Ewpreas of China, will follow ahout
March first.  They will each cost about §1,000,000, and it is said no expense
will be epared to make them equal in all respecis Lo any ahips afloal. They
aro twin-screw steamers, of 10,000 horee-power, & groas lonnage of 5,700,
and are contracted to do eighteen knots on the measured mile and sixtesn
and one-hall knots on s 400 miles' sea trial, The dimensions are: Langth,
between perpendioulars, 485 feet; breadth, moulded, Alty-one feet, mnd

depth, moulded, thirty-six foel. Ench vessel will carry 120 first-class, fifty
second and 500 steersge passengers; as well as nearly 4,000 tona ol cargo.
A special feature will be made of the second:class travel, which the Cana-
dian Pacific antharities belleve may be extenaively developed. They believe,
100, the whaole trafiio by this route is capable of much expansion. Weatern
ideas have of late so permested the lifs of Chins, and espectally of Japan,
that the people of these countries are traveling far more than they did for-
merly. The Empress of Dndia will sail for the Pacifio const abont the first
of November, and the others will follow ns fast as completed.

—

The city council of Ellensburgh, Washington, has purchased twenty
acres of ground about four miles northeast of the city for a water works
reservoir, It is 876 feot higher than the eity. A large number of springs
oocupy the area, but an artesian well will be suok 8o as to insure sn abun
dant supply at all times, The ressrvoir will be of Unek and cement, and st
ita outlet a filter will be placed. Hall & mile noaror town a standpipe will
be erected to equalise the pressurs which will be suflicient to throw water
over a sevon-slory straotare in the city. It is eatimated that the new water
worka will enable the eity to save between §7,000 and §8,000 & year over the
Holly system now in nse. [llensburgh has just purchased the electrie light
plant that furnishes the city light. The price paid waa §55,000, and it is
understood that the monthly receipts exceed the expenditures about $300,
The city is getting in & good condition for enjoying comfort and business

prosperity.

Capt, %, L. Tanner, of the United States fish commiselon's steamer
Albatross, st Ounalaska, writes that he hias Just finished the examination of
Beistol bay and finds that ' the great coal banks le along the north side of
the peninsuls, from the northwest cape of Unimak to Cape Constantine, off
the Mushragak.” A serles of geodetic surveys will be continued during
September and prosecuted westward. Ile also writen that the Rush has
gone north, and that owing to the latenoss of Lhe season ho does not expect
any more veasels up, The Albatross will sail for Port Townsend the latter
part of September, and will rotorn to San Francisco whan the coust snrvey
work for the season shall have been comploted.

Caldwell, Idaho, elaims & population of 1,200, The company that laid
anl the town recently sold its interests there and the conditions are now
favorable for a beaithy growth. $20,000 hiave been expended in now busi-
nesa structures this season and abont $50,000 in residences. The rallway
company hus made important improvements In the town this year, Cald-
wall has one bank with a capital of $50,000 and alght stores carrying stocks
ranging in value from $10,000 to §100,000, The agrioultural interests of that
soction are rapidly Increasing In importance.

About & year ago the Lone Pine mines in the Vipond district, Montans,
were brought to the sttention of capitalists who organised a company for
working them. The developments were so promising that un English syn-
dicate was atiracted by the group, and & sale was recently made to the
Englishmen for $625,000, The property consista of six claims, earrying rich
veins of free milling sllver ore. Some of the veins have been protty well
developed. A now tensstamp mill is pow on the ground.

The long-standing dinagreement betwesn the Sumpler Vallay Rallway
and the Baker Valloy Irrigation Company, in Baker county, Oregon, hns
been amicably adjusted and hoth companiss are golng ahead with their
tospective enterprises.  Thin means & railrond to neslst in developlng the
timber and mineral resources west of Baker Uity, and also that thousands
ol norea of arid land In the Powder river valley will bo made sascoptible of
ganeral calture.

T'he oity assesnor of Hpokane Falls deservos a monoment. In 1850 the
valuation of taxable property In the elty wan §8,700,000, According to the
roport of the assessor for this year the valuation of taxable property In the
oity in 818,790,000, Thia speaka volumes for the growth of the town, inas-
much as namesarmient figures are lkely to bo greatly under rather than over
notual vulves,

A wrought lron and wire nail factory is 1o bo established at Whateom,
Washington, by s Chicago oapitalist who haa been looking over the north:
weat for u location, Loeal business men will unite with him In an incor-
poration eapltalized at $100,000.

Pullman, Washington, now has six artosian wella which yleld abont
4,000 gallons of waler por minnte, The water I of good quality and Naws
with considerable force.




