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With this mumber West Suoir oclebrites its first anniver-
gary s an illustratid weekly by enlarging the size of its page
and adding & new department for “ Boys and Girls, conducted
by Miss Emily A, Kellogg, a writer of natisnal repute on juve-
nily topies,  The largor page gives the artist more seope and adds
muih to the attrictiveness of the paper.  Other new features will
be pdded from time Lo time

T would be impossible to find any subject upon which has been
expressed a grentor diversity of opinion than that of electrie
excoution, The first application of (he subtle foroe to the legal
extinetion of Hifie wis, to suy the least, not a complete sucoess,
The range of disoussion ix o wide one, and the opinions, such as
are not dictated by self interest or prejudico, seemed to be gov-
erned by the ideas of the writers on the subjeot of eapital punish-
ment. 11 the question be divested of dross and the object aimed
at bo kept olearly in view, it ought not to be diffieult to come to
n watisfuctory conclugion, Clearly, the objeet (o be gained in
sdopting some less barbarous method than hanging for the logal
killing of murderers is not so much to save the yictim himself
from a fow moments of pain a8 to lessen the brutalizing effect
such a custom has upen the people using it. A nation that still
commits such barbarily as the hanging of condemned eriminals
cun uob bo said to have yet reached a high plane of civilization,
no matter how wealthy it wny be, how advanced in the arts and
scionees or how much progreds it bns e in the paths of litera-
ture, I it werd not for legal hangings there would be no illegal
ones when  now geteration shall have riken purged of the dobas-
ing influence of the custond.  That electrie exeoution isa step in
advanco for us as o people, and not s more painless way to die,
is ity recommundation, and if il also possess the latter attri-
bute, 8o mich the bétter.  There is w growing sentiment apuing
hanging, and it is ono of the evidences of our progress towards
higher anid better things. Yearly it becomes more diffienlt to
Boctire a convietion before s jury where the penalty is death upon
the seaffold, and cotrts of appeal ave showing a decided leaning
townrds the siile of merey,  The natural result of this is piblic
elamor against the method in which Justice is being administersd,
resulting in threats of lynehing and even in actoal exeention of
tho throats. A people whose minde were not dulled in their sen-
sibilitien by such o brotal enstom would never resort to it flle-
gully uiider such ciroumstances, It is aleo true that more erim-
inals would be convieted and punished wore somo Tess ropulsive
foru of punishuent adopted. The ory that the murderer desiryes
hanging beokuse of the agony he has caused his vietin {8 the
growl of the brite side of vut natures.  No man ean give volee
to steh & sentient without turning from that which is the high-
oot and noblest in his nature, withont vnsting his eves down from

WEST SHORE.

that which is above him and towards w.hirh he should climb an:
Jetting his bager and more brutal insticts secure & ﬁ;me:dh;l

upon hine “The time is coming wlfen our children, of, possibly,
not more than the second generation, will look with ag much
liorrat tipon our custom of hanging ag we do upon thtj wheel and
therick. Blectricexecution is but a step in our uvnlutllnn tnwnrc'ls
 higher, more intellestual, more sensitive and more philanthropie

eivilization. and hecause it is & gtep it will undoubtedly be taken,

The spectacle of the two great political purliles in congress
frittering away the time funed money of the p(!i!])ll' in an all-sum-
mer session, which ¢ nothing but a political tournament to see
which party will win the most prizes or inflict tl-w most &amag'e
upon the other, is not one of which u citizen of this grent re?ubllc
can boust,  No niatter how much he may favor the one side or
the other, he can hardly hold up his head and say, “ See what
my party i€ dving in congress; [ am proud of it." It is the hope
and expectation of thousands of true Americans to have & party
it the hnlle of congress of whose conduct they can speak with
pride. A it is now, both the democratic and republican parties
are but machine organizations, existing chiefly for the glory and
finaneinl advantage of their managers, from the man in the pres-
identinl ¢hair down to the lowest ward politician.  Behind them
are the votes of hundreds of thougands of men that are cast
wore from habit than from principle. The mere names “ repub-
liean™ and * democratic,” without reference to the principles
ndvocated or opposed, are potent to hold the votes of men who,
were they divoreed from inherited or aequired prejudioes, could
not be indueed to support either of the two parties bearing them.
The predicament of a man compelled to choose between these
two for the first time is well illustrated by the artist on the last
page. e represents the now stutes of Idaho and Wyoming as
in n quandary 1s to which of two dilapidated inns they will give
their patronage. Both of the inns mo simply kept from falling
into ruins by props representing the sources from which the
parties receive their support, whils they are patched here and
there by unsightly and unsavory r cords. In the distance a fine
American hotel is being erected.  Undoubtedly the time is com-
ing, and that rapidly, when lodg: s will abandon both the repub-
lican nnd democratic inng and put up at the new American,
The American sentiment is - reading rapidly, under the impulse
of such incidents as ' school contests in Wisconsin, Ohio,
Indinna and Illinoie. The motto is ot the old know nothing
one of * America {or Americans,” but the broader and more lib-
oral one of * America for American principles.” To this any
loyal and intelligent forign born citizen can subscribe heartily,
and it s one of the best indieations for success of the movement
that it is participated 1 by many citizens who were not born on
Ameriean goil. The American party in California has nominated
an entire state and congressional ticket, composed of men of
ability, pérsonal and political purity and known loyalty to the
fundamental principles of our goverument, and only the blind
worship of a party nawme stands betwoen them nnd sucoess. The
sentiment ¢ strong everywhere, and woro u party organizstion
made in overy state, around which it could orystulize, it would
not bo loug before it wounld become a political power,

Portland has honored herself this wook by entertaining the
Oregon Press Association. The oditors of Oregon when thus
gathered together proved to be o body of very able and pleasant
gentlemen.  No doubt this pleasant intercourse will unite both
city and country in eloser bonds of friendship.

M the Arfanta Constitition hud sufficient forethonght. to iro-
vide itself with u hole, it could now, with good grace, retire into

it and pull the string. A small hole will do.




