WEST

Ordinarily one man will ghear from fifty to 150 sheep
a day, there being & great difference in the growth of
wool, which makes it very easy to shear some sheep
while others require more time, Under proper encour-
ggement some shearers will admit having shorn Any-
where from 200 to 800 animals between suns, There
are, however, well authenticated instances where one
wan has shorn 200 in one day, catching his own sheep
and tying his fleeces, Several shearers work at one
gtation, and the season lasts two or three weeks. begin-
ning about the first of May.

When the fleeces have been stripped off the journey
{o the summer range in the mountaing begins, If the
feed is good along the way progress may be slow: the
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dure in the mountains. In Ootober the higher eleva.
tions are forsaken, and the bands begin their return
to their winter quarters, Their speed in returning is
governed by the same conditions that govern the
Spring migration—the abundance, or dearth, of food.
Winter quarters are sclected with reference to the
shelter afforded from possible heavy storms and the
proximity of food, both hay and pasture.

Tho sheep herder has o lonely time of it.  He has
his tent and  fow cooking utensils. The earth is his
couch, and, when migrating between winter and sum-
mer range, he wraps himself in his blanket and lies
with his flock and his dog in the open air. A camp
tender sccompanies two or more bands, whose duty it
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sheep man does not voluntarily forsake good pastur-
age. But if the country is ocoupied by settlers and
the pasturage destroyed the sheep have to travel 1:11];.
idly in order to reach good food before starving. !-ufnr
or five miles a day are usually traveled by u flock in
good feed, and three times that distance if going
through & section that is under cultivation. On reach-
ing the mountaing the custom is to remain in the foot-
hills for some time and to ascend to the higher parts
o midsummer. The tops of the mountains are cov-
ered with gnow till late in the season, so that wl-u-n
the plain below is baked in the sun and wg"ll“""
withered there is plenty of moisture and spring ver-

i to furnish the herders supplios and convey the eamp
equipage from place to place an the flooks may shift
their feeding grounds. In the mountains the camp
tender resorts to pack animals to move supplies and
camps The herders have tmly o look out for thelr
bands of sheep; the camp tender must supply provi-
gions and see 1o moving the herders’ quarters, A
herder gots about $30 & month besides hin supplies,
\s might be expected, some of thes fellows are not
guthetic They share their meals and their beds with
their dogs “share and share alike" Others will be
found intelligent and well informed men, Their tents
are kept neat, their food is akillfully prepared Illl:llhny




