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In the beginning of the last contury rumors reached
the oourt of Rossin that, from the ot confines of
Siberia there had boen descried by natives an island—
Allaska, & gromt land, from which trees came drifting
dpons the coast. The Empross Catherine called her
grographers together  Nothing they sald, was knowy
of the Pacific 1o the northward { California, which
wab then & Mesioan colony There wan, indead. the
legend, told by that old Uiroek phlot, Juan de Fuca of
Uhe Straits of Anian, that began af the forty-eighth par
alied and Jed through Mets Incognita 0 the Atlantic

and, narth of said Straite of Anian, the and must be
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that same island Aliaska, ﬁlllng the Pacific f|"“ "
the forty-eighth parallel, as he had said. The

these wiseacres drew a map, setting forth how the
island ought to be. An !'xp&]ilion Wis "‘l"i!'["] uode
one Vitus Beliring, a Dane, and took two years befuy
launching its little squadron on Pacific waters The
Jand was coasted right north to Behring straits, by
there it began to trend westward again, Ko, at ot
there st out the memorable second expedition, |
think it was in 1741, Behring sod Techirikef jo
their little ships St. Peter and 8t. Pawl, sailed into the
anknown east —and found nuthing. Thﬂ_v consted
about just where the island ought to be, but it wasy
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The world was not laid out correctly and in
scoordance with the charts. and provisions were T
ning short.  Hehring still cruised about in search of
Tachirikofl slipped awsy ome
might and sailed to the north and west, until, st las
he came U Cross steaits, and was thus the discovest
of Alaka.  Secing natives, he landed & boat's on®
for water but the boat vanished behind a point and
Was woen no more.  Heart sick, he sent another hoat
crew, and that vanished behind the point a |
en no Afler long delay he mailed. and, I8
defiance of thirst and scurvy, through wonder/u! 0"
ventures on the south coast of Alasks, et bao & alive

to Siberia
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