WEST SHORE

Quickly gaining headway, she swept grandly dows,
entored the narrow jaws of the channel and swung
obediently sround the double turn at it bead. Soon
the pllot rang to stop the engine, reverse, then W
back. drifting his boat slowly down the chute under
complete control.  About half way & ragged, furt-like
islet blocks the channel center, loaving but & narrow
gorge on the Washington side theough which the bost
had to pass. Just below this the channel erooks
the left, and the stream bs again divided by o half
submerged ledge, making & very difieult orossing
Next the Oregon share, soaroely & boat's length beyond,
is Metnaloose island, where the whole volume of the
tremendous current & huried squarely agsinst the
blackened bases of basalt.  Compelled to run close 1o
the towering bluffs on the left, the stenmer was neces
sarily pointed direetly toward the leland; making the
turn to avold it placed her in the worst possibile posi.
ton W encounter the next danger—a baling, swirling
under-tow which recolls from the tron-stooe walls of
the inland and drives like & maelstrom siuarely seros
the channel and upon a long, low-lying ledge near the
Washington side. Slowly hacking, in order to “ drift ”
around the diffieult turn above, rendered it an impeos-
sibility o turn ahead and gain sufficient headway
weather the ledge mentioned for the resistiens cross:
current, catehing the boat on the port bow, woald
throw her over against the rock and crush in her side
Therefore the pilt was compelled 1o drift the boat,
taking care 1o get ber far enough down before allowing
hor to go in against the reel, otherwise the sirain
miight prove 1oo much for ber frame and break her in
two. This be skillfully accomplished, only the vessel's
guard touching the ledge with but o slight shook,
wheteupon spars and lines wore rigged 1o fendd the
stonmer past the final obstruction of the “Long Ner
rows " Rounding gracefully into the rock -walled basin
colloquially known s the “big oddy.” the Hareest
(Quern opened Lhe environs of the lown below, flauntel
betr banners before the tnajeeti mantle of Mount Hood
atsd entered the bluo waters of the Middle Columbla
Steaming down the quiet resch 1o the city, bher oo
nged whistle, fllowed by & preuliar drone, swvhe
the echoes far inland

The following year, when the rails were lakd down
the gorge of the Columbla 1o Portland, was & senson
of unususlly high water, and & proersl clesrsnee of
river erafl fook place from the Middie Columbia The
departure of the K K rbq-o_‘qﬂ'u‘lh‘lﬂ'
shon mentioned. was witneeed with repret by the «ith
sens of The Dalles  Stenming slowly up the river, she
turmed and came back, pussing the cily froet with
mlnulmm&lﬂ,.dhculyh Portiand
Those who watched the bont disappar around the
turs bebow heard her bosrwe whisthe snding long.

e

low and wournful, s though bewailing the downfall
of Mramboating on the Middle Columia

From that time, indeed, the middle river has worn
& lonely, deserted alr. A solltary steamer plows ite
blue waves to-day, though the traine running along the
Oregons ahore enliven the primeral slitude ot Inler
vale.  The sheill whisthe of the Atlantie fast mall lin
pres ln Uhe dense farests of fir 10 tival the paniher’s
scream. a0 the train rashes amand the provipitons
bluffs, clinging % the narrow bands of stenl, and trail-
ing long colls of snoke behind  The passenger, sitting
in hie palace oar, sems the camndes packet ol in the
sirontn, holding stendily on hor way to The Dall, »
woment later she drope far astern bnking, 10 maks
sure, he s astonished 10 see her right abreast again
The tenin darte bohind & Arelad kuoll W0 smerge far in
advance of the seamer  While he sarcely belioves it
can be the same boaat. she 10 5o far astern, be ie slariled
1o find her rapldly gaining apm the traln.  Thes he
begine to underetand the optioal Hlusson caoed by the
ever changing couree of the grade along the mountain
oidde

The solitary pllot may lean spon his wheel, por
hape, andd recall the days when the ald ishs partend
the waves befure him her decke black with merchants
and miners on their way b Baluon tiver.  No farme
along the river then, no rallrosds on the nast  The
luekloss miner, relurning from the fiekle felde of
Florence compellod 1o make his way oo bt down the
“teall,” mever realiond the faet thal in & lbile more
than twenty yrars the iron horee woubd croe the son-
tnent and shake with (s mighty ramble snd jas the
very eliffs over which be eropt.  Bat the plid sw the
changes wrught in the aliaost (mpreguable walls by
the deuntbons rallrond bullder  Fiest, the solitary
workman, lowered over the wlge of the il plerved
the hard lromotone by means of hammer and drill
pent the greal wound blown n the faw of the wall
with o peowder undrenmed of 10 the daye of the minet
wot an army was ol work there and the plld was
compelled W keep swsy far Lo the oppraite oid of U
river, while the wountain vides clashod amd whoml
with the thunder of cmintions blaste  (rvnl volunen
of smoke, vasl chonds of dust, mames of srth and
Lewkon bomlders were btiad adof). many of the swaller
fragments falling for ont Inte the stmam. A st &
bevel rondway wae bown in U very faes of e sminn
tain walle and the gl ¢ woupalion wa poan
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“We, the puople,” o the aumler of 0000, swsped
downs uppn the Baltiomer o (w duye age sod ohan oo
deguried i lavked like the rendesvuns of & trike of
wonkeye  Whers b the man whe gy Anevionns
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