WEST SHORE

tion of & large canal, 1o tap the South Yambill river
short distance above Sheridan, for the purpose of con-
veying & large body of water o the city 1 be used
s molive power. Six miles of this canal were then
built, and there remain about twelve mile more W
complete it By the construction of this canal, Mo
Minnville would have & ditch capable of furnishing a
body of water with a fall of seventy feet, and it is esth.
mated that it can be completed at & cost of about 0,
000 Many of the citisens here are looking forward to
the raising of that sum for the purpose this surmmer

The good showing MeMinnville makes is but a re-
flex of the prosperity and fertility of the country trib-
utary to it, which extends for & distance north of twen-
ty-five miles, west twenty-five miles, south fifteen
miles, and enst fourteen miles The sl that has
achieved o much for this county of Yamhill, in the
bottom lands, is & loam of dark gmy color, and will
average from four to fifleen foet deep, while that of the
higher levels is cotuposed in most instances of & light
sall of reddish eolor.  The upland soll often attaine an
enormous depth. A well was recently sunk on one of
the hills near town, that pierced the soll 1o & depth of
oighty feet.  Thess foot hills are proving to be as pro-
ductive as the prairie land  They sttain an average
altitude of about S0 feet, which s about W0 feet
greater than the altitude of the town, as computed by
one of Yamhill's most experionced county surveyors
One of the beauties of the cultivation of the soll in this
portion of Oregon is that year after yoar there are ob-
tained unfailing crops of all kinde of cereals without
irrigation, even on the tope of these foot hills.  Event-
ually this setion of Oregon will become as famed for
the growing of certain kinds of frult ss it is to-day for
the production of wheat and oats Nach froits s
cherries, plums, prunes, pears and apples do well | w,
aleo the smaller frults such as gooseberrion, strawher.
ries and blackberris.  The adaptability of this il
for fruit raising e attributed o the good drainage snd
to the moil being largely impregnated with iron

For many years past these foothills and the Coast
range have boen well stocked with cattle and sheep
On thewe hills it is possible for the sheep to foed dur-
ing the entire year Soow sidom lies on the ground
over three days at & time, the grase remalning green
ot the summit and slopes throaghout the winter The
stroats flowing through this portion of the couniry
bave for their soures the large springs that gueh from
the sides of many of the hills and mountaine gving
an abundance of water for stock.  These hills are well
adapted 10 the feeding of stock for dairy parposes, o
the cattle enn obtain, st all sessons, s sbundast mp-
ply of grass.  Timeothy, clover, orchard and mesquite
graeees grow with larunano e cultare wil] event
ually be one of the grent industries of thow hills, s
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the olk weed and other shrubbery and the honwey dew
which bees foed upon exiet in large quantitis.  The
booey oblained s greatly prissd for is clearnes
These hills which are now s thinly setthed, will ore
long contain & large population land can be o
quired at & nominal figure.  The school lands may be
bought at the same price they could be if they were
held for pre-emption by the national government  To
the sportaman, the foot hille and Const range moun:
taing are an elysium, as they abound with game Kk
and deer are here very numerous, and even the black
bear may be found very plentiful  Small gume, sk
as grouse. native and Chinese pheasants, quall, ducks
and geese are everywhere found and the streanas flow:
ing from the hills and mountaine are well stocked with
chalee trout

The portion of the valley tributary 1o MeMinnville
oan boast of & good climate, the thermotmeter in winter
sidom reaching wro  This place, on seeount of i
close proximity 1o the we, from which it ls only dis
tant absout forty miles, enjoys the exhilarating effets
of the ses broesss that are walled on land during the
heated period of the yoar Nummer (hunder slorme
and eyclones are unknown

The coming season It s expoetead will be s pros.
perous as the own ever enjoyel.  During each of the
two yeurs last past, the amount of grain exported from
here doubled that of the precesding yoar Wit the
extension of the wont side line of the Routhern FPaelfie
rallroad from Corvallie o Junetion City, this shde of
the river will have & through line to the south, and
enable 1o travel by withor side b0 andd from
Portland. The people bere have great beges, thal
the Routhern I'scific Rallroad hae soqulred control of
the Oregonian Rallway and will change i 1o & slan
dard guoge. 1t will build about two mibes of teack be
tween Lafuyette and 50 Joseph, and thus give thew
an all rail connection with Portland that woukd be

teens milew shorter than the pressnl roate
0. Bansiz
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Wark le progressing repidly upon the various fo
torkes belng built st Omgon City.  Already #6000
have been expended upon the sone work of the Crown
paper mill, and the upper stories e not get begun
This shows what an e1tensive and substantial bl astry
it will b The other factories are alon making splen
did progress.  As an lodiestion of he gronl prosper
iy of the eity, the faet that the whonl Mmmemment
shows & valuation of 01,0000 in & distried where
last your it wae bt 680000 speais volumes Thie
doen ot inelide the factorion referred bo, which s o
the cdher side of the river A ayslom of sowerags s
wow buring pot I that will add ek o the heaithiul
nene of the ety




