WEST SHORE

THE U. 8§ CRUISER “"CHARLESION"

HE United States steam cruiser Chardeston, built
6 at the Union Iron Works in San Francisco, went
to sea April 10 for her first regular practice
cruise, for the purpose of exercising her crew

vod drilling them in handling the ship at sea and in
practicing with her guns, and in otherwise fitting them
for active service. She will probably be sent to the
( hinese station and become the fagship of the squad
ron in those waters, She s under the command of
Captain George C. Remy, with Lisutenant Commander
(" C Todd as executive officer. The Charleston was
launched July 19, 188N, and when she left the hands
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of the sontractors represented & cost 1o the govemn
ment of about #1070 (Xx)

The type of vessels of which the Charleston Is an
excellont reprosentative may be properly called Amer
iean, there being nothing in foreign navies exactly like
them. The only eruisers to which they bear reses
blanes are the Eemeralda, built for Chili, and the Jup
Anese cruiser Naniwa, though the Charletes s an i
provement on the first named exteriorly and on the
Japanese vemel in her loterir srrangements.  She
also surpasses, as when on ber trial trip, either of these
vessels fn apeed.  She bs 300 foet long ; bar brwadth is
forty-six feet; mean draft dighteen foet, sod of 370
tone displacement. She has 5o poop nor freesstle
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but her decks are clear fore and aft, thus giving her
guns full sweep in action  Her protecting deck on

tetadn just below the water line and shelves loward the
port and starboard sides of the vessel abruptly with o
fall of eight feet, the idea being that shot striking will
rebound upwards  Below the protecting deck are two
thicknesses of stewl one and onehall Inches thick
which proteet the engines, boilors, magazines, ot

which are kated in the conter of the vessel  On the
bridge 1o & conning tower of steel four inches thick, to
protect the wheelman and officers.  The propellers—
she has twin screws—are of manganese bronse, which
material permite of the blades belng made very thin
and much lighter than thoee of the ordinary (ron o
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ston] progellers  [n her trial trip last May the Charies
ton developed 8000 horwe power and ran ot & speed of
sineteen and one hall koots an hour. 11 o probubie
that 8o dther war vessel outabde of & fow torpeds binte
has sver enoveded (his rate of spend  Although un
armored, the armament of the Charboston i very power
ful  fhe hoe Lo twenty «ight ton gune, denmninated
roprctively the bow and stern chaser  Halls frm
these pune will penetrate & vemsel of hot o i clase
whes otill bull down on the horlion.  Nhe would ba
abde 1o kowp vt of range of wany wedern balll cruimn
and dink thetn with these powerful puns A slesl bul
wark s bullt abaut the gume b0 protect (he tmen oper
sting thee. I adbition the vessel han thove #is Lo by




