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When congress oetabliohed & rate of ot conl pet
F“ for meronnd clnse jrtage the law rather Jooseid
defined the clams of publications entitied Lo that pris
ilage a0 those inened a1 togulsr intervale, from & tegs
ot ofier and numbered conscutively  Publishers o
“'l “ librarien * have lakeo advantage of Usis. anvd
by besulng one each week and numbering them con
soutively have sucoendnd (6 getting thew throagh
the malle at one cont per pound 1o this way the
oounlry bas been Booded with & mam of the worst
traeh b0 (he literary —oo called —market. and the pub
'h tante hae bowns ot -"‘u“" tlﬂlnﬂlllﬁl A ok
worth rending ot all bs worth being published in st
loast & subetantial paper bnding, and the difference
of four or ve conts In postage on it will not place it
b’“‘ the roach of suyone  Congress s now conaid.
ﬂf‘ s Wil 'lrlﬂlh‘ thin clase of ;nl»hr‘lbml {rom
the sooond clase and putting them specifically in the
third class, where the mate b sight cente per pound
This le proper legislation, the extremaly Jow rate of
ooe cenl por pound was given 1o the newspapers for
ohvious reasons, and should nol be extended L books
in cheap farm any more than to leoks in & dearer
form.  An equally important amendment should be
wade 10 this law, one snabling newsdealers o return
uneodd copies 1o publishers ol the smme rate & W
other denlers  As the law now stands, the greatl
atmerioan News Company —as greal & monopoly i il
Hoe as the Mandard Ol Company —can supply deal:
ers and oveive back anmld topies &t one oent, while
the publisher himeell can not receive them back al
the same mie  The opportunity this gives the com-
pany to ompoe publishers o improved to it fullest,
and those whe do net comply with the companys
erorbilant terme are mmmly w:rl"h! in their
offorts o sapply dealers from 1he publicatin office
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direet Congress should either take this pn’r:]p'
away from the news company of extend it to the pub-
lishers thempelves, for whose benefit the law was orig.

inally made

In it eagreness to be known as the great organ of
the sporting world, the ("hronicle is guilty of publish-
Ing & spocies of Jocal news that would IM", bfiq
that paper into disrepute in any community not sf.
yrated with the poison of the prize fighting mania that
now permeates San Francisco. In & recent issue it
gave all the dingusting details, h)’ mundl, of a Inltﬂ’
fight between two boys, aged sixteen and seventeen
years, who fought with bare knuckles in & basement
Here 18 an example of the legitimate result of this
prize fighting craze Not only do the boys form * sth.
Jetic cluls” and have “sparring contests,” just like
the men, but a leadiog paper dignifies thes by giving
& half column description of their brutal and illegal
conduct Do the people of Portland want to see such
things in their midst? Do the papers of Portland
want 1o be brought 1o such a low moral plane of Jour-
nalism an to chronicle such things ss news of publie
importance?  This whole prize fighting business is &
rd that goes from surface to core, and ought to be eut
out before 18 has corrupted both people and press, as it
bhas done in the Bay City

The Ballot Reform League of Oregon has prepared
the deaft of a bill to be presented to the next legils:

ture, and it has been printed in the dlﬂ" pml.ld
will be issoed in circalar form so that it may resch
every voler in the state. It is the dllt, of every man
W rad it consider ita Pfllﬂliﬂﬂl and the effect ‘
them, and then, if be approve it, urge it upon the
attention of the legislative candidates of both parties.
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