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HEN the beathon of the site for the chamber of
w roantneroe byllding wae under diseussion, no
s ewsns o have given a thought o the ques

oo of whether the bullding would be within

o without the fire limite  Portland has a l'rlmdﬂ
fiee degartnent, perfectly mpuipped. thorughly organ-
led and disiplinnd and splendidly  hapdled when
oalled Inte sction  Last your the fire record was the
Bt U bl United Mtaten, the total bose bing but 0237 .
TRLEA thongh there wore 170 alarmss lil‘lllf}'mg as
Ul o, 1t be ot sufickont that the city be well ojulpped
o entinguish firme. bul precations againet thelr cecur
ponie should alee be taken  Ope of the first things 1o
e done 0 0 extend the limite of the fire district with.
in which no weoden stracture will be peritted 4 be
wreied The present fire linite cover o rulmlnqd_r
warrew drip, extending from Madism 1o Ash from the
oaed shde of Fourth strvet 10 the river and from Ash to
) fromn the sart mide of Second 16 the river Al west
of Vourth sireet betneens Madison and Ash and all
ol of Reoond between Aah and G wre cutebde the fin
Banite.  The comrt hous, st officn, new hotel, Masr.
guamm apers house e new Perkine hotel. the Mer.
ohant hotel ansd rean of the new beick Macks anilem.
M e b"“ thle line thal mearks the b mundaries
of sow frame balbdings  Portland should Sdlow he
onample of cther progrossive cities in 1his matter and
extond the fire Bl 10 b wrped that 1f conpudied to
bl of bk many progerty omnen bl affnd
“w Uhaets progety . bt the bed wnawer s
i el within cortale laite. 11 b nod Lo e lewt |5
bereete of the ity that povgerty shondd b * b prored *
by e evwction of chonp ol combamtible frase stro.t
e Our busines stvets within the i Uit o
o valiommtly terribde Matple o mrve a8 arning
Pastoemt b poshing wostwand, aad the 0y
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should take the necessary steps o make it certain
that this new business area shall contain blocky of
b k ;fui slone lllil not 'm’@'ﬂ lbdl.

Any person owning real estate in the dty of Porte
land will do well to hold it, and any one with o few
hundred or o few thousand dollars at command wil)
also do well to buy property in this city. It is a con.
servative estimate that lll.'lfl)’ all property will double
in value the next five years. The reason for this 1
plain and simple.  Portland already has the thees
greatest (ranscontinental railroads running into the
ety over their own tracks, besides being the center of
the greatest system of local roads on the Pacific coast,
and has, also, the promise of a greater number of new
lines in the immediate future than any othor city,
Ratlroads make cities of business and substantial
wealth, while booming makes mushroom towns. Any
industrions mechanic who comes to Portland and in
vests the little be can save from his earnings in real
estate, will be able in a few years to give his tin din.
per-pall away and do without it.

It in evident that u large appropristion will be
ssked for by southern members of congress to rebuild

the broken levees of the Mississippi and protect the
vast fertile arens along that great highway from the
ponual floods  That it is necossary can not be dis-
puted and that it ought to be done at government ex-
pense is admitted by all who recognize the fact that
the genernl government is interested in the prosperity
of the whole country.  Here is an opportunity for the
Pacific coast members 1o strengthen their hands in
oongress by pooling issues with the southern members,
% that together they may secure the appropriations
that singly neither might be able to obtain.

The tr]iff'tl-h hill pund b! the “’Ilhiﬂm lqu-
isbure has becotne » law by heing filed with the secre
Wy of sate  Under ite provisions the Pacific Postal
Company will at ance extend ita lines into Eastern
Washington and give that region the benefit of com-
peting systems now cnjoyed by Western Washington
sod Oregon During the blockades last winter the
vllue of this «ytem waa fully demonstrated, as with-
a1t busness would have suffered more than it did

The Northern Pacifie will be the ‘ railroa
Lo tench Gray's harbor. Tt has the line ruo-
ning from Kamilche, on Puget to Mon
wod will extend it down the Chehalis to fhe barbor.
Hent's line fron, Centralia, to be conneoted with his
af.h'r relen; g i'lﬂﬂll‘. 'm be the “ d the
Usdons Pacitie will FM h“u w‘w
tor 0 o the ovp of ‘M“




