WEST SHORE

seven miles from Moscow. A small mill is pow In
operstion there, and ita capacity is to be groatly in.
creased thin season.  The claims are rich. and their
development is not & difficult matter. There are
numetous other locations that will pay well for work-
ing and which are likely soon to be improved. . bout
thirty-five miles northeast of Moscow i one of the
richost mica mines in the country—as rich as any in
North Carolina. It is owned by the Pecks, of Chicago,
who have done very little toward its development, but
annually take from it quite & soug sum.  However, &
disposition te more fully develop this mine is mani.
fosted, and it is likely to become the leading miea pro-
ducer in the United States

Of first importance in the Moscow country are the
grain interests.  The average yield per acre of wheat,
which is the most valuable crop, is twenty-five bushels.
The soil is of that peculine, deep, ashy nature that
characterizes nearly all of the Tnland Empire 1t s
of voleanie origin, and its fertility and lasting qualitios
are truly wonderful. No artificial fertilizers are used
there. The complaint in some places is that the land
is oo rich for ordinary crops. Year afler year crops
that usually sap the productiveness of the best of
soils are harvested in the Pacadise valley and on Pot.
Iateh prairie in such quantities as are amaxing to the
conservative husbandmen of the cast, and yet the land
does not bocome loan. Wheat, oats and barley are
sure crope and yield in abundance. Corn Is grown to
s limited extent. Second only to the grain comes the
flax of the country about Moscow.  There s oppor-
tunity for building up vast manufactoring interests
based on the flax production of that reglon, and it is
not likely that the opportunity will long be neglected
Mills for utilizing both flax seed and fiber would find »
profitable fleld for operation at Moscow, and cause the
development on & large scale of what is now truly an
infant industry, though important in ia infancy
Flax culture can be made very profitable business in
the Eastern Palouse country. 1t is also excellont froi
and vegetable land, though the fruil ralsing has been
neither thoroughly nor extensively prosecuted  Fruit
i seldom produced in any considerable quantities
until & country s well settled snd ita orchards have
some age.  Enough has been done to demonstrate the
sdaptability of the soil and climate W all the common
fruite, and in some places peaches, apricots, grapes and
other tender varieties flourish  All the ardinary vege-
tables grow and yield well. The surface of the country
w rolling. [t deaing itself, but still sbeorbe snough
molsture during the winter and spring 10 feed the
growing erops during the dry season. 1t s surprising
1o any one not familiar with that country 1o laok over
an aren of apparently parched wil and find vegrtation
flourishing.  But, though the surface may be hot and

o

dusty, beneath there is always molsture within reach
of the roots of plants. The soll is Joose It never
bakes. Heing thus porous and deep, it alwarbe & great
deal of molsture and yields it up again to the demands
of growing crops when the air ia dry and the sun bhot
Soow falls in winter, but grasing animals generally
get & good living for themaselves all the yoar The
summers have warm days and ool nights  The ot
mosphere is cleat and healthful at all seasons

Latah county has an agricultarl falr ssscoiation
that has improved o tract of 100 acres adjoining Mos
cow for the purpose of holding annual fairs. 1t has
the usual race track adjunct.  More than #8000 have
been expended (n these improvements.  The city has
a park comprisiog an ares of pearly four seres which
in contrally looated and b beluy improved st the pub.
lie ex ponse

The Moscow site s on & slight ineline toward Pars
dise creek.  The ground rises 1o the east and bs gently
undulating  The business streets are In the valley
and the residences cocupy the higher ground, from
which there s an unobstructed view of & wide range
of country. To the enst and north spurs of the Cour
4’ Alene mountaine relieve the rolling prairie.  These
motuntaing are rich in minerale and bear an sbundant
supply of Umber  The snow that lngers on Uhelr
summite most of the year freshens the brocses and
supplies molature for keeping green the hillside pas.
tures where thousands of graging snlmale from the
Nnake river country revel in sueculent feed when the
ranges below are brown and dry.  Moseow's lention
io attractive  Bewides being o related 1o the adjacent
country that it commands an immense volume of bue-
fness, 1t 1o & besutiful residence town.  The number
of pleasant homes, (Hlostrated with this oo of Weer
Suone, testifies to the faet that it be & oty of homes 0
well a0 of business  The people are enterprising bul
in no way imbued with & mekloss apirit.  Thelr pros
perity s perennial, s there ba 0o disposition o abnor
wally pmh matters for fear that the prospects of to day
will be Masted by the developenta of to-marrow

Bullding operstions in Moscow will be lively this
yoar. last your cighty new residences wore con
structed |0 the town and sbout $100000 expended in
the eroction of business houses  This reeand will be
grostly improved apen the prosent sasmn  Pressed
bricks are manufactured in the oity,  there o o
lack of material for srnamental and subetantial strue
tures. The real eolate marketthal very wle and
wonitive inder of publie prosperity —ehows o stendy
Increase of values and o healthy cvndition all around
Moscow reute apon & solid Gundation for growth of »
Kind that b permanent 11 armele the sllention of
the meont canunl ohuerver by remson of Ha progresstve
eperit and (b manibent strength




