WEST SHORE

their frosty tops overhanging your head, in appearance
threatening you with an involuntary shower bath

The Quinault nservation containe nearly 300000
acres of land, and, notwithstanding there are earried
apon the rolls of the agency about 300 names, there
are not 10 exceed one-halfl that number of Indiane
living upon the reservation. The lands comprised
within its limits are some of the best and most pro-
ductive in the new state, and it seems hardly fair that
w large an area of tillable soll should be et aside for
grating lands for the cayuse of the noble siwash

The sea otter, referred 10 as being shot from towers
on the beach, must not be confounded with the land
utter, of which there are several species, none of which
possess the rich and valuable fur of their marine
The common otter of Europe s the Luira
V'ulgaris, while the American variety, found in the
northern reglons of the continent, s the Lutra Cana-
denwis or Mallie. The genuine sen otter is the Enhydra
Varina, and Jiffers somewhat in appearance from the
others, both in form and fur.  The common otters are
squatic in their habits, and have webbed toes and a
slightly fiattened tail, a large, blunt head and short
ears. The sea otter lives in the water, and differs
from the other chiefly in the more polnted shape of
the head and the finer texture of its fur, A slngular
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peculiarity of this animal is the looseness of its skin
The skin can be gathered in folds on any portion of
the body in the same way as on the neek of & puppy,
and an otter only three feet long, from snout to the
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base of the tail, will often have & skin that will meas
ure five foet in length when removed

Skins of this rare animal are valued st from $50
o 1125 and extra fine ones of the slver-tipped varl.
oy are worth #1530 When properly prepared and
worked up into garments, this value b enhanced 1o
100, quite sclipsing the soal skin in this respect as
well a8 in beauty of appearance. In both eolor sl
texture the fur is exquisitely rich and fine.  Shining
Jet black s the color of the best skins, though the
majority are of a dark, rich brown, the inferior ones
being of a lighter shade of brown—generally the skine
of young animals. A peonlinr marking of one variely
of sea olter i the little silverculored tips of hairs
flecking the fur, much enhancing its besuty and rich.
1w

The habitat of the sen otter in the North Paclfie
ooean, on the const of Amerion and Asls. They were
formerly abundant as far south s Lower California,
but are now seldom seon south of the Columbia river
An animal of such great value, and ceeupying so oot
paratively & limited area, can not hope \o eseape exter-
mination (o such an extent af 1o render Il extremely
rare; and this is the fate that has overtaken the otier
In former yoars (hey swarmed aboul the Alsskan
islands, and the early Nusslan traders reaped & rich
harvest.  The fimt your afler the discovery of the I'ry
balov ilands, two wen ok G000 sking, valued ol
2000 Cook's indet yielded 1000 snd Gabkulat
gulf 2000 the first senson  J1 took but & short tine
W redoce their numbers materially,
and In o few years they abandoned
B Paul inland, the metuber of the
Prybulov group where the twn sl
are made such & remarkable eateh,
and have never relurnal, though fur
seals olll swarm upon Me berren
rcks.  In like manner they bave
disappesred from all points slong
the comsl, and now butl & few are
oaptured sunually by the sealing
sod whaling fleeta, by hunters whe
wateh for thems along the shore, siad
by the natives of the Alsutian ol
ande

In former years ciiers werw huni.
od 1o boals, the smme o0 seale are
sl the pressnt tme, but they am
now so rate that this style of hunt
ing has coned 1o be profitable O
easkorally the waling boats oome
serome an wiler and seeure b, bol
the majority of e snimale are
shet by hanters, from the besch
ttere are bhunted alorg the mmat of




