WEST SHORE

Rallot reform is destined to become a great factor
« the coming campaign in Oregon. A strong organ-
.ation has been effected by members of all the par.
s who are interested in elevating and purifying our
ections, and an sddress has been issued which is
-iven on another page. The Oregon style of elections
has been a stench in the nostrils of decent people for
vears, and it is high time an effort were made in earn-
-t 1o reform the corrupt methods of politionl bosses
[rickery, perjury, bribery and treachery are the
known and detested means of political manipulators,
and yet but litthe effort has been made to overthrow
those guilty of these practices, because it was well un-
Jerstood that to dethrone one corrupt boss was simply
to enthrone another. What is wanted is a ballot sys-
tem that will render these corrupt methods difficult, if
not impossible.  This movement is not aimed at indi.
viduals, but at a system which renders the objection-
able conduct of certain individuals necessary. There
» entertained no hope that the political boss can be
abolished. He is an American institution too firmly
rooted 1o be destroyed. It in expected, however, that
1 system of balloting can be adopted that will render
bribery less offective, perjury less eany, intimidation
less potent, and treachery of politieal managers in
tampering with ballots absolutely impossible. No
honest man can say this is not & thing much to be de-

sired in ﬂm

President Onkes, of the Northern Pacific, was in
Seattle this weok eagerly working for a grant of the
sl strip left unoccupied on Railroad svenue. He
realizes now, if never before, that the hostile attitude
of his road to Seattle has seriously jeopardized ite in-
terests in that great city. The people are cold and se-
verely oritieal, and grant with reluctance favors that
have been shown rival roads with enthusiasm.  Mr
Oukes promises that if arrangements can not be made
fur  grand union depot, the Northern Pacific will be-
gin this year the construction of one that will cost
1300000, The true policy for Beattle s to declare
Railrond avenue a perpetual highway in common to
all railroads, under the dimet control of the city
Other roads are certain 10 come to the city and desire
the use of this great highway, which should not be
utder the control of any one or more of them.

In the generosity of their hearts, moved by  feel:
ing of gratitude for the generous gifte made them in
the hour of their distress, the people of Seattle raised
» subseription of #5000 for the relief of the destitute
in San Francisco, However, it was declied with the
asurance that San Francisco could take care of her
own poor. I view of the fact that an application had
been previously made to the government for reliel of

e

the unemployed and starving people of San Feanelsco,
this refusal of Seattle's generous gift looks like & plece
of cheap buncomb.  Bread from Seattle woukl taste
as awoet as bread from Washington to those who find
bread from San Franciseo s hard thing to get

Land valued at #3.000.000 jn the south end of Ta-
coma has been staked oul in mining clalms on the
plea that gold exists there in paying quantities A
number of shafts are boing sunk 10 bed rock.  This s
the second time that efforts have been made o got
hold of valuahle property near that ety through the
mining laws, but it will doubtioss fall.  Miners dv not
have an unquestioned right of way in this country
nowadays, and if land is more valuable for other pur-
poses than for (s minerals it will be diffieult 1o seure
it under the mining laws.

The Washington legislsture has done lself no ered.
it by the shabby way it has troated the bll for ongan:
izing & national guard. 11 any state in the unlon hes
onuse 10 be proud of, and grateful to, He militia, that
state is Washington  The magnificent conduet of the
military st Seattle and Spokane Falls ealls for the ad-
miration of all, and & member from elther of thos
citien ahould be the last man (n the legislature to spenk
of thewm with * humor and ssremem.”  The necessity
of & well organized and instrocted national guand b
being recognised everywhers, and (he new slales
should lead in the matiet

It i to be hoped that Congresstuan Wikson will be
surcessful 1o securing an sppropristion for removal of
the sand bar between Vancouver aod the wouth of the
Columbla.  Soch an lmportant port aa Vanoouver
ought not to be cut off from the ceean by an ohetrue
tion o cheaply disposed of If he fall, however, the
citizens of that place should undertake the work them
selven, for they will be smply ropaid in the growth of
their city that will follow

The senate committer has rendered & majority
port in favor of Sanders and Power, the two republi
cats senators-aleet from Montana, and as this virtuslly
witles the question of Welr admissbon 10 (he snate
the political wuddle in that date may be sald 10 be
aver. sod the two parthes will have & chance b0 fight
fut suptemacy again st the nest clertion, wheo I b b
b hoped that s legislature will be chosen that will st
tend W 1ts duties




