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THE GREAT OPHIR BELT, OF IDAHO.
O the great froe gold and placer mines near Rocky Bar,

Angust Quileow M k., thus writes in the Elmore Bul-
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Ihe Ophir mine, owned and operated by lhafo'mfol’t Con-
solilsted Mining Company, of New York city, in sitoated
sl of the old Hardserabble placer mines and about two
wriles northearterly from the town of H'WU Bar. This lode
Ll been locatod and re-Jocated by different parties, who were
withon! the necensary means Lo lll-\'l‘j"l’ the pmlm't’l and al-
ihengh well satisfied that millions were there, they were forced
W circamstances 10 abandon the claim, hence the Comfort
Consolidated Mining Company have the honor of nlnveloping
the first bujlloti prodncer on the Ophir belt, nimply hecause
(hey were the first and only party that was able to couple good
jodgment with the requisite capital. Fortune has smiled npon
thetts, and the outlsy of & few thonsand dellars has rewarded
them with & well defined vein of ore, six feet in width, mi”iﬂﬂ
\ fair estimate of the valne of the
quarts now in sight would not be less than $1,500,000, Last
fall this company was so well satisfled with the developments
made by the saperintendent, Mr. Stave Oglesby, that lhay re-
solved o erect & mill, although winter was staring them in the
lae Animproved Frazer & Chalmers twenty-stamp mill, with
a large doable-dram holsting plant, two Golden Gate concen-
trators, and & three-compartinent working shaft are in opera:
tion. The Empire lode, situsted north of, parallel with and adja-
cent 1o the Ophir, gives every promise of becoming equally as
valuabis an ita renownod neighbor

Last fall, while on a prospectiog tour in Central Idaho, the
writer had the plearure of meeting Major Comlort at 8&'mon
meadows,  The msjor, together with Superintendent Oglesby
and nurveyor Towne, were on their way 10 survey some placr
wealions &l the northieastsrn end of Long \l”l'j‘, on Boulder
crook, Bolm Ihese placers were found and worked by
Uighealy a0 eatly an [N Ditches were built and water
the Tndians becoming troublesome, he
[y have lately boen re located and sold
ot Company. After o thorongh examination, the
| pleased with their bargain that they in-
1o cons et the T CnaRAry ['-'.I!Ilﬂ. dll(‘llt'!. Iﬂll h)'iluu"c
nacliinery o soccesalully work their ﬂh)ll!'lll this COIIIiﬂB

. Ty bave wenty lacations, with an area of 400 acres,
‘u'b'l- | \w !I{ Ve Lhey will meset with as K"U" BICCEER lhem“u‘a’
have sl Rocky Nar with their lode-mining property. The rea-
R Wiy these placers have not heen more extensively worked
wiore bs this . The groand does not afford sufticient fa'l lor o
‘1.::1- [ A although known Lo he rich, the 'f“‘flﬁhiotl!d miner

defect  This cotpany has se.

waler, with ample pressure, from the

oarees and lakes in the moantaing northegst-

| o ther grotind, and intend W work with hydraalic ele-

slors, thos ralsing the gmavel to Ay desired hﬂKht, and in
ibg & sulficient dawp for their tailings,
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uable mineral belt, which we traced through the

& distance of 12,000 feet. The average widih of this lode
about five fuet, Aling the foot wall for about fifteen fneks
ore assays $33.15 gold and $12.25 silver; the balance of the lode
is strongly impregnated with chlorides, assaying 101 Ouncey of
silver per ton. The surrounding country is heavily timbeng
with pine, fir and tamarack, a8 y et untouched by the woodmasy
ax; water and grass, with game of all kinds, abound here~iy

fact, this country is the hunter's paradise and prospector's -
alization,

Your correspondent, while returning from the :
again met the surveyor and his party, with theodolits, chia
and staff, surveying and marking the boundaries of the rich
placer bonanzas, while Major Comfort with a force of workmes
had sunk about thirty shafts (o bedrock and was flling s masy
different sacks with the golden gravel for shipment to New
York. This gravel I am informed yielded far greater rosuly
than was expected and demonstrated beyond a doubt the
markable richness of this property. When it is considersd
that this ground is midway between two ol the richest place
flelds ever discovered in Idaho, viz: Florence and Warreos o
the north and Boise basin on the south, the results obtained
from the gravel tested are not at all surprising.

Referring again to the mines near Rocky Bar, | will el s
tention to a mountain range, in which many rich prospecs
have been discovered, and which coofains within ity depths
the famous Mountain Goat, so sucoessfull; worked by Major
Frank P. Cavanah. As you ascend this mountein from the
south, at & point about 1000 feet north of the town of Recky
Bar, you will find the Birdie Q mine, which has besn worked
quite extensively during the last two years by Messrs, Yen
Schaick and Quitzow, the owners. They have sunk sa indlise
on this lode to the depth of seventy-five feet, and made commee
tion with the same by means of a tunnel 150 feet Ilouﬁﬂ
from the east end. The quartx taken from this incline sad s
nel milled twenty-five dollars per ton. Tis lode is fully thee
feet in width and can be traced on the surface for ndr:
whole length of the claim. Wet of the above clsim and
joining it, is the’ Mountain Chief lode, the croppings of whisk
are from one o six feet in width, and prospects well Ia b
gold. Aside from the annual assessment work reqaired bylow,
little has been done on this claim, There is no doubt
with a judicious outlay of & moderate mountdmliﬂ'g
could be opened eecond in value to none in the camp. ¥
property s alto owned by Quitzow and Van schaick
up the mountain to the northwest is the Duncan mine. ot
lode has been cut through by tunnels and drifted upoa by &
cats from the same, showing a good lode but very “'*b‘
mm.ammummumhrwkhﬂ':a
to) near the surface. Were the owners of the miné 48 £0
upon the lode at some point where the same i'".I'::"
tunnel, they would be rewarded for thelr tronble ™

The Tdaho Consolidated Gold and Silver Mining 00
York City, are the owners of the North Pacife, Almades.
en Calf, Goleonda and San Jose—five patented r“"“
twmthbnmuthluﬂudlhol’h"‘;i _
uite an amount of money has been expended b7 £ lgy
to got this property in & condition to warrant (he '




