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ONGRESS has been asked 10 inerease its annual
militin appropriation from $400,000 to #1,000,000,
and there i Nittle doubt but that the proper ac

thon will be taken
apportioned sccording to population, which has re
sulted in giving the lon's share to those poptilous and
m‘]lh.t statos the least in need of it and doling omt
1o the states loss able o [lfu‘cﬂl)‘ Fupport a service

Hrrrinf--w the Iney has bien

able militia the seant portion of the lesser animals
A more Judiclous use ought to be ade of the money
Those states upon the border of the nation, which
should be the best oquipped 10 repel invasion, and
which will be the chiof sufferers in the event of a for
vign war, should be speclally considered, and enough
ipportioned to them W render them ndequate assist
It is safe to
amsert that Oregon and Washington today maintain
& larger militia organization in proportion to their
population than sny other state in the Union, having
about | %5 men each, of one to each 30 of pptila

ance, irrespective of their population

California has as many as btk of them. but
These
three states border the entite const e on the Pacifie

than
hias also more than their ¢ odn bt 1yl popon la thon

f\l,l“'llll'll‘ uf AMasks and !hnlll’tl feoelve -;Iﬂ'ln] allen
ton from the government  Were Oregon and Wash
inglon w0 be consdered minply in the light of their
population, their share of the appropriation would he
very small in comparison with such populous and geo.
graphically lem important interior states as [linois
and lowa  Our senstors and representatives should
make & strenuous offort o have this matter ejuitably
adjusted In the appropriation Ml s that the money
Ay be apportioned In sach & way a8 1o best socom.-
plish the desired end of placing the nation in & condi.
ton 1o repel invasion

In January Arema Heury Goorge Ut & way of
disposing of the “ rum power ™ in its melstion to poli.

WEST sHORE

[1¢ political prestige, he claims, is slely due 1
pestriction.  His argument is, take away all restric.
tion and liguor becomes so cheap the political saloons
can not be maintained, and t-unnequently the traflic
will have no object in securing legislation, nor will it
try to fashion politics, from the town cauecus to the
[ nited States congress, to its own liking. He admits
there might be more drunkenness for the time being,
but he cites incidents in France and elsewhere to ghow
that the cheaper the article is the less it is sought as 4
medium by which to compliment each other, To re.
move all restriction, then, would be to eliminate the
saloon from politics.  As to making people more tem.
perate, Mr. George concludes this can be done by the
bettering of social conditions. He is dOlllJﬂE!l l'iﬂhl
here, but many will differ from him in his comlutling
that poverty is the source of drunkenness ameng the
poor, and that to make us all comfortably poor or com-
fortably rich would be to give us wings! One thing
may be said in conclusion :  In removing all restrie-
tion we would take the responsibility off the govern-
ment and place it upon the individual, where it ought
to rest with the weight of & millstone !

fies

\t Olympia the merry autograph album went
round, and numerous solons, eager to “ put them-
selves on record.” inseribed their names upon the
llnri-\""rl|url*l and III'“(‘MI.’I}' Iit!ffllllli'd pages. It has
since transpired that these legislative souvenirs are the
property of ladies not rmngniml |‘l}' l't'lpoﬂllllﬂ peo-
ple, and who exhibit the signatures of their “desr
friends” the solons, with great satisfaction. The
solons all seem o know this, and are sorry thay are

on record” but just how they obtained their inform-
ation and just where they were while obtaining it, is a
sectel ot o be Iii\'nlgml

\ correspondent takes exceptions to the comment
wade by the Wesr Snoxe upon the existence of the
color line in the G, A, R., and states that in the Port-
land incident referred to the colored soldier was ex-
cluded for other reasons than because of his color.
The truth of this is accepted upon his statement, but
s unfortunate for the G. A, R. that thagmml pﬂb'
lie noquired the impression at the time that the souree
of contention was the color of the individual.

UCandor seetns to be one of the virtues of the law-
givers at Olympia, and, being a virtue, it is well to
speak of it, since the eredit side of the account should
have some entry other than “P. and L” The resolu-
Hon W adjourn asserts that the legislature is costing

the state 41000 u day for nothing. If *to know thy-

wlf" is the scme of wisdom, then are these men
salons indeed




