In & recent spoech doliversd in Ellensburgh by
Hon J. H. Morgan on the subject of public schools,
that gentleman stated that the first school taught in
Washington was in Walls Walls county in 1850, In
this the gentleman must be mistaken  The Whitman
mission was founded at Walilatpu, in that county in
I3, and instruction of children soon afler began At
the time of the massacrs in 1547 there were & number
of white and half-broed children st Walilatpu being
taught.  This condition of affairs was suddenly termi-
nated by the massacre, and for more than ten years
thereafler there was no school nor any population call
ing for one. The first school taught in Washington
was in I35 A yankee by the name of John Ball
oame out that year with Nathaniel Wyeth's trading
party, and Dr. Moloughlin engaged him to teach
school at the Hudson Bay Co's fort at Vancouver, there
being quite & large number of children there, chiefly
ball breeds.  The next year Ball went to the Randwich
wlands and thence returned 0 Boston.  He was suc-
oonded aa pedagogue by an English sailor. Tn 1836
Cyrus Shepard, one of the Methodist missionaries at-
tached 1o the mission in the Willamette valley was
employed by Dr. Mcloughlin to teach the school
When the Catholic missionaries arrived in 1835 they
made Vancouver their headquarters, and the cause of
education there fell into their bands. 1t may be said
then. that the finst shool in Washington was opened
st Vancouver in 1850 and that it has been fairly con-
tinuous ever since, the Catholie schools for girls and
boys now maintained there being it legitimate sue-
ooesors. The second school was that at the Whit.
man miselon, which, however, was terminated by the
horrible massacre of Nov. 20, 1547, and had no legiti-
male suconssor

It seems that ldaho's effort to treat the Mormon
question heroloally in her constitution will result in an
indefinite postponement of her admision  1n order 1o
prevent the interference of the Mormon church in
politioal affuirs, & test oath was incorporated in that
document, which Ay be nqulml of any elector before
permitting him to vote, the substance of which is that
he dom not belong 1o any soclety, church, lodge or
organisation whose members practice or believe in
polygamy, or which teaches the doctrine that allegiance
10 it s higher than 1o the nation, and the oath i %o
searching and comprehensive that it admite of no
oquiveeation or avoldance, while the punishument for
perjury in taking it wrongfully is very severs  The
question of the constitubionality of this oath is now
before the supreme court for decision, and the senate
cotmimitlee on ternitones has buﬂdbtdommmu
until the court’s ultimatum s rendered  Upless by
some weans this question can be made & apecial one
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before the court & decision in the ordinary cotrse of
proceedure can not soon be expected. Disappointing
as this may be, the constitutionality of the test oath
is & vital question that ought to be definitely deter-
mined and the best interests of Idaho require that she
should start right on this point. If its constitutional-
ity be sustained, it will supply a precedent by which
U'tah may be governed in making a constitution which
will find favor with congress and pave the way for her

admission,

Windom's silver bill has received the endorsement
of the executive and has became an administration
measure, though it will hardly receive party support
ax such.  There 15 a wide divergence of opinion on this
silver question, and this bill is neither radical enough
to suit the rabbid silver men nor conservative enough
for the mono-metalists. It hardly seems possible that
the silver men could demand more than this gives
thet, a sure market at ruling rates in the world’s mar-
ket for all they produce, the silver being stored away
where it eannot get into outside markets to bring down
the price, but they do, and will apparently not be sat-
isfied with anything less than the privilege of pocket-
ing the difference between the actual value of their sil-
ver and its eoined fiotitious value at the expense of
people who earn their living in some other business
than wilver mining. There will be “ hiyou wawa " in
Washington before they succeed in doing it.

Chinese New Year's celebration has been in full
blast in every city on the const the past week and the
rattle of firecrackers has sounded like the musketry of
& battle. When it comes to burning powder upon fes-
tal occasions the Chinaman does it with a prodigality
the Cavicasinn is not capable of.  If he sver learns to
burn it in rifles and cannons as well—and to stay
around where some one else is doing the same—China
will become the most formidable nation on earth.

Wyoming will be the next territory to have an ad-
mission bill debated in congress. The senate commit-
tee hax reported a bill for that purpose. It will doubt-
lews pass that body, but ita fate in the house is more
uncertain, as no doubt the leﬂ'ilof_? will not be allowed

to stand on its own merits alone there. but will be
cotwidered in connection with others.

The Ellensburgh Improvement Company has filed
articles of incorporation with the socretary of state of
Washington, the capital stock being $1,000,000, The
the corporation is to engage in general manu-
facturing, building, milling and mining. [t was started

by boeal capitaliste but eastorn capital is now being in-
vested in it
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