superior place of amusement, the best of
its cless in the United States, is one of the
many evidences that Portland s in d-
vance of the majority of eastern cities in
other respects as well aa in solid pros-
perity.
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CATCHING STURGEON.,

TURGEON, or “sea bass," are
8 w0 common a sight in Port.
land., and have so long been
considered as of little value,

that our people do not realize that a
great industry has sprung up during
the past two or three vears that has
elevated that homely and despised
fish to a prominent place among the
exports of the country, smounting
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to about 8250000 annually.  Sturgeon swarm

in the Columbla and are caught at all searons
of the year, s large nuriber of fshermen now
following thal business in the winter tme
who used formerly W be out of work at that
senson.  Fishing is enrried on fromn Astoria
clear W the cascades, & distance of 140 miles
and the usual method e by set lines that are
visitod regularly snd relieved of Ite victine
The sturgeon is & very Iarge fish, sveraging
in welght from 400 to 680 pounds, though
moneters weighing 1LA0 sod |00 pounde
have bewny caught.  He s not, however
gatny like the salmon, or i would take &
ship's hawser for & line and an anchor for &
hook 0 hold him.  As It in, & large hook
aod & quarter inch line suffice 1o hodd bl
LIl he tires himself out.  Sturgeon are sxcess
ively fond of the deliclous Columbia river
snell, and those fish make the best kind of
bait, but as they sre only procurable for & few

works in the early spring. loss sttractive baid
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