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CORDRAY'S MUSEE THEATRE,

A year ago there stood on the southeast corner of Third and
Yambhill streets, in the heart of the business portion of Port-
land, & lumber yard occupying s quarter of a block of ground,
surrounded by a ram-shackle fence and sidewalk and bordered
with & lew scraggy shade trees. On the same +ite now stands
Cordray's Musee-Theatre, & place of amusement that will com-
pare favorably in point of comfort, completeness in every de-
tail and quality of attractions with any in the United States,
except & few leading grand opera houses, and possessing some
appointments not to be found in all of those.

The builder and manager is Mr, John F, Cord-
ray, & gentleman who has had fifteen years of ex-
perience in mansging combined museums and
theatres in New York, Chicago, 8t. Loais and New
Orleans. Mr. Cordray is an ener-
getic man of business, pleasant in ——
manners and possessed of the =
push and executive ability requi-
nite Lo the task he has undertaken
and is performing—that of main-
taining & first-class place of amuse-

ment at stricly popular prices.
Having secured the d spoken
of, Mr, Cordray m:d the
erection of & great tent upon it, the
sides being boarded up to a height
ol twelve feet and the interior be-
ing divided into two com partments,
each having & stage, one for & mis-
cellaneous show and the other for
regular dramatic presentations,
The last load of lumber left the
grounds on the fifteenth of June,
and on the first of July the house
wis opened with a large collec-
tion of musee attractions, an
entertaining programme on

taken it, fewer would have the ability and perseverance Mr
Cordray bas exhibited in carrying it 1o succens.

On the last page Is given & view of the exterior of this re-
markable structure, while sketches of various features of the
interior accompany this article.

Entering the structure at the corner one finds himsel! in the
musee hall of the bullding, surrounded by & great number of
curfous and Interesting objects, to which additions are being
made constantly, the character of some of which may be sen
in the accompanying sketches. At one end of this room ls &
stage where for an hoar s given & varlely entertalnment of o
high order, which is highly snjoyed, I the enthy
slasm of the crowd may be relied upon. One act
or speclalty follows another (n unbroken succes
sbon, the crowd standing with great pationce and
good humor untll the end. The
highest class of specialtios valy
are engaged, and the entertaln-
ment, costing only len cents, Is
equal 1o that given In the best
vaudeville theatre in the coun
try.  Feals In the thostre cont
from ten to Bity cenls, the thir
ty cent seats being the orches
tra chairs, the hivher ones the
boxes, and the lower the par
quette and gallery.

At the close of the first en
tertalnment the crowd passes
into the theatrs proper and s
sealed In wn orderly and quiet
manner, the system of reserve
seal chacks and effichont noalst-

ants preventing any confuslon
ut unpleasaniness, lere are
presentad by an  exeellent
company the lavorite dramas
and comedies of the day, and
the quality of the performan
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the first stage, and the produc:
tion of " Lynwood " by the
Essie Tittle Dramatic Com-
pany, which had been organ
ized expresaly for this house.
This was of itsell & won-
derful sccomplishment, but
was followed by an achieve-
ment of enterprise and ex-

structure, rooled with corrogated iron and having an ornamen-
tal tower and band stand on the corner, without & single per-
formance being missed. The theatre proper has had it simple
diﬂhm.ﬂdwubmm:'m:mmn
splendid amphithestred aoditorium, with » wp
ported by posts, and with loggia and proscenium boves, sod
every night daring the time this work baa teen going on— el
it in otil] In progress—it has been crowded with & dalighted sn-
diance from 7 30 till 11 00 o'clock, and on the regular matines
ofternoons e well, Such & thing never was stlempled before,
and bat few men would undertake such & fest, or having under-
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oes, aa well as the chamector
ol the establishment general
Iy, ls atlasted by the fact that
the wialligeten amd lashion
of Fortiasd may slways le
seeti | Lhe chialre and bones
Theal partiss by people
moving In the fimt circles
ol soclely are frequently
_ given, 1t s In his e
N, oo ln preparing an e
- tertalnment equally o
traetive o people of all
classes that My Candrny
danerves the mont praiem
The popalar prices, rang
ing from ten (o sixty conts, enalde the poorer «lastes Lo attend
while the qaality of the entertainment and the bigh woral <har-
acter of the house sttraet those tu whom the price of adinle-
shon be ot 0o Lmportant an e
The stage s ample lor the prodaction of all plays bat these
requiring eparially large and elatenate wenes, and jummssens
all the monvenienes oecensdry. The enlire home, nclnding
both asditoriome, e lghted by [ncandescent electric lighta,
which se ander parfect control by the slage manager. There
in, aleo, a0 attachment fow (houtres possnss, by which the in:
tenaity of the lights (s o)l the lam e way be ncrensed or dismin.




