) WEST SHORE

The knives can be reversed %0 as 1o throw the snow o
the other side of the track when neosssary.  Thie ma-
chine works steadily abead, cutting out a clean furrow
through the snow, through which & train may pass as
throtigh an ordinary eut  There js no “ bucking "
necessary, and one machine will do more than a dozen
“buckers,” and make & better job of it With such
machines as this snow sheds will fall into disuse

There has been & machine invented known as the
“Jull Centrifugal Snow Excavator” which much re
stnbles & stoamer’s propeller. [t works on the screw
principle, boring its way into the snow, which is car-
ried back by the thread o the rear and expelled
through the chute in the same way a» in the rotary
wackine. By this machine snow can be thrown Lo
wither or both wides of the track at will, the change be-
ing made without stopping  The experimental exca-
vator was only completed late last winter, and it is
having (s practical testa made on a fow castern roads
the prosent senson as well as on the Union Pacific

Another machine on the screw pnnrl;-lv s the
“Cyclone Meam Soow Plow ™  The point of contact in
this machioe is in the center of the serew.  [n other
words the scrow ahaft points directly ahead [n the
Jull machine the shaft is inclined downward, and the
suger podnt s but & short distance above the track
The eyclone plow has not yet been brought west, but
is reoeiving & thorough test on eastern roads this win-
tet

The present season has been unprecedented on the
Pacific const for the amount of snow that has fallen
atd the length of time the sueosssion of storms has
oontinued, in direct contrast with the Atlantic slope
where an ethereal mildoess has prevailed that causes
the natives of that Borean region 1o stand in awe of &
wonlher clerk capable of such an eccentneity  Sinee
the first day of January there has been one continu
oue battle with the snow on all lines, and for days at
& Ume traine have boen smowed in al some portion of
the track. The Northern Pacific has been fortunate
enough to keep e track open, and has had but fow
wrious delays; but the lines of the Southern Pacific in
Northern California, of the Central Pacific in the 8§
eorn Nevada mountains, of the Union Pacific in East.
ern Oregon, and the branch from Pendleton to Spo
kane Palls have boen closed for days at a time  On the
Southern Pacific, nenr Mount Shasta, the nuwt streny.
ous offorts with the old-fashioned “ snow bockers
falled %o keep the track clear, and it was blockaded
several Umes, al one Ume retaining chwed for & week
The Sakiyou mountain section was also troublesone
but was always opened bedore the section farther south
The Southern Paciic has not yet reocived & glant
tary plow ondered last summer, and was o 2 dis

sdvantage during the sorm.  The plow will swe &

rive. and no more such serious trouble may be ex.
pected.  The (‘entral Pacific, the pioneer in snow plow-
ing, was the worst h]m‘klllﬂ! of all, %hﬂ old ltyle of
plow being unsble to do the work given it, though
1,100 men were employed as assistants,

The Union Pacific kept continuously employed two
rotary plows. except for a few days during the worst
part of the storm, when one of them was disabled.
Notwithstanding these and the services of severa)
buckers ” and about 50 wen, the road in the Blue
mountains was closed for ten days at one time, and at
shorter intervals |m-\-iuuni}'. Passengers accumulated
by the hundreds on both sides of the mountains, in
-l'ml_\— expectation of getting through, while trains were
ot off in Grand Ronde valley from progress in sither
direction.  The road was blockaded both along the
maln summit of the Blue mountaing, between Pendle-
ton and La Grande, and the Powder river spur, be-
tween Grande Ronde and Powder river valleyl* the
latter being the most serious. As fast as the plows
made o passage storms drifted the snow again upon
the track.  Several times the road was almost open,
only to be sealed again by the drifting snow. One of
the Jull plows was brought out from the east to re-
place the rotary that had been disabled, and immedi-
ately upon ite arrival made an attack upon the almost
unconguernble drift in I'yle canyon and cleared a pass-
age through it in sixteen hours. At the same time the
rotary opened the line over the Blue mountains. Thus
the blockade was raised and the delayed passengers
were sent on their way rejoicing, while the tons of mail
that had been accumulating completely swamped
every postoffice in the country.
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Notwithstanding the unusually severe weather and
heavy snow fall of Central \\'nhington very few cattle
have perished from exposure on the range. Stock 15
not lefl o rustle for illl‘", huwm‘or. ucepl ina fe' in-
fances. Oue firm in the Yakima valley is feeding
4000 head of cattle and another 3.000. There is plenty
of hl.l' and stock is lr[prﬂed to winter in MINDdiﬁOIl
In Southeastern Oregon, Southern Idsho, Northern
Nevada and Northeastern (California, the situation is
not o favorable.  Last year the season was dry and
Iess hay than usual was put up.  But little is now on
hand and many bands of cattle have been turned
loose upon the range o fight with the snow drifts for
4 chance at the short grass beneath them. Thousands
will probably perish before spring.

A special world's fair committee has been appoint-
od by the house of representatives, and this committee
will soun report & plan for determining the question of
& nite for the fair, When this is done the matter of
date and weans will be attended to.




