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ASHLAND AND ROGUE RIVER VALLEY,

The year 1850 has been one of rapid development for the
Pacific northwest. For Southern Oregon It has been a (est
year, and the results of the test are perfectly satisfactory. For
weather and crops it has been the hardest year in the history of
this part of the state since the first settlement of the Rogue
river valley, thirty-five years ago. The summer last past has
brought the nearest approach to a drought ever experienced
here—the nearest that it seems possible to ocour here, with the
favoring conditions of sevaral preceding winters, in which the
rainfall was far below the average for the twenty years of rec-
ord, This we may well call the worst kind of & season possible
for the Rogue river valley, so far as can be judged by a compar-
isons with the past, and yet a stranger would sappose from the
general prosperity and peace and plenty in the valley that we
had experienced at least an average season, The Tidings
claims that the year just past Is one of the best ever known
here, in the light of & showing of the good qualities and the
resources of our country. To cote through a ** poor season ' In
such excellent condition is the best showing a country can pos-
#ibly make—and it is of value In the record of Southern Oregon
~for it s a difficult thing to find & poor crop year In the record.
In the valley the agzregate of grain, hay and frult grown dor
ing the year was large—very little below the sverage, in (act,
taking the whole valley—and we have learned that during the
very driest season there are fields and meadows and orchards
that will yleld the very largest crops, This is & very different
condition from that in which & drotght leaves large sec'ions in
other states when it visits them, 5o we must consider 1540 a
year that has made & good showing for Rogue river valley.

Ashiand people have called the year & '* quiet "' one, but we
find that it has & record of more than $100,000 worth of bulld-
ing improvements * quietly ' made by private parties, lo say
nothing of the public improvements inangarsted and in pro-
gress.  Daring the year there were bullt in Ashlsnd thirty-loar
now dwelling houses, and eleven were remoduled and rebullt or
had additions made to them exceeding in cont in esch instance
the average cost of the thirty-four, This makes s o reality
forty-five new hotses erected in Ashiland during 1585, The ag-
gregate cont, learned from careful statement or estimate in each
case, wan 000,800, O other bulldings, thers were bailt the
Ashland house brick hotel, #6500, the Thompson & Billings
office block, #2500 ; the Catholic church, 12,500 ; improvements
on public school bouse, #1500, and lart, but not lesst, the fine
brick opers house block of Mr. Ganiard, still unfinished, 120, -
000,  Although the improvements aggregate about Aty new
dwellings and business houses, at & total cost of $102,50. To
this should be added a large sum for minor improvements,
which bave been numercus in all parts of town. During the
year the electric lights have been (ntroduced, and the finest ho-
tel in this part of the state (built during the last months of
1855, 8t & cost of more than §20,000) was opened 1o the public
in February, 1580, This year adds 10 it & companion piecs of
architecture in the Ganiard opers hoose, on opposite corner of
First avenue, one of the finest opera Liouses in the sate. There
have been puticeable (mprovements (n widening the sreets,
vpening and grading new streets, building sidewalks, et and
 large quastity of sew plank sidewalks on Main street sod e
Boulevard has been ordered, and ie pow in courme of constrec
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tion. For the coming year the prospects are bright for & larger
namber of new brick bulldings in the business part of lown
than has been constrocted In any year In the paat, and the
structires projected are such as will make & wonderful improve
ment in the appearance in the business quarter of the city,
The planting of orchards in and pear the oity has steadily
progressed during the fall, and by next summer the acreage
will have been very largoly (ncreased,  Without doubt the com-
ing roason will see the Inangurstion of the fralt and vegelable
canning industry bere on & large seale. The new waler works
projected for the eity, for which the ffty thousand dollars lsae
of bonds has been sold st & premium, will be an lmportant lm
provement of the coming year, and will give the city the best
supply of pare water of any town on the const, The populs-
tion of the city bas kept up ita solld and steady prowth, as ls
demonstrated by the comparison of the votes cast at the annual
elections for severnl years past, and the city makes raphd I
provement every year as an sitractive and desirable place for
home seekers. 1t is eminently entitled to the name of the
young “ Clty of Homes " of Southern Ovegon, lor many people
have, and more will have thelr homes here, even when business
interests are located olsowhere,  Ashland has made good pros
gross in 1880 and will make greater progress in 180 — Pidings.

THE MINES OF MONTAMA

The year just past places Montanas still farther (o the lead In
the list of minersl producing siates, as noted In Wesr Suons
near the end of the year. Though the official figures are not
yet announced, the total minersl output of the state for |9
doss not fall much short of $50,.000,000 Hutte slone yields
nearly $24,000,000, The wetals prodoced are gold, siiver, cop
per and lead. The mines of Montana pald §3.353 250 In divi
denda during the last eleven montha of the year, the Urnite
Mountaln paying the largest dividend of any mining property
in the United Ststes, §2,200 000 The Heels consolidated mine
at Gilendale ranks as one of the best prodocers n the state, the
ylold for 1880 belng 6,101, 794 pounds of lead, 700 47 pounds of
copper, H81 522 ounces of sllver and |09 ouness of gold
Abgut 5540 locations of placer groond were recorded in Jeffarson
county during the year, The tutal shipments of ore lrom the
comparatively new and undeveloped districts of Oro Fino and
Zosel, In Deer 1odge county, wers I round numbers 4,000 000
pounds, A vast amount of base or smalting ore has besn ute
coversd st Uirenite, in the lower workings of the (ranite A Bl
Metallic mine, which could be more profilably rediesd by
senelting. This body of sumelting ore la expanding, sad the
Fittsburgh Nail states that & rumor s prevalent (o the sffset
that these companies will bulld o large sneltar n the spring,
I8 seems quite necessary (hat these mines should have &
stmelter,” sayn the Nail, * and If they should consclidate in the
vonstruction of the ssme, 88 it s understond they intend dolng,
it would no doubt be & grand success.  The B Metallic compe
ny will have thelr additional forty stampe dropping on ore in
the spring, ane) 1t in ale undersicas) that (he (iranite people in-
el putting (o twenty wore stampe ot the (irunite mill, mak:
lnng I all 220 stampe that will be dropplog on otes of the U
ite & Bi-Metallic mines. " Mosers. Hrantnober & Bennett, who,
ropresetiting the | andon Vinancial snd Mining Trost eyndicate,
recetitly pusehased the Elshors Mining conpany ‘s property bor




