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cilities, rendered #o by an obstructed channel, are producing
and shipping annually §0,000,00) feet of lumber. That by rea-
son of existing obstructions in the channel of Gray's harbor and
the Chehalis river, doep draft vessels cannot enter, thus neces-
sitating manofacturers to charter only coasters and compelling
them t) depend solely upon local coast trade, when by the re-
moval of these obstructions nearly one-fourth of all the lumber
produced in the state of Washington, which by careful estimate
will load one hundred and twenty thousand ships each carry-
ing one million feet, will find & market in every seaport of the
known world. That, owing to the fact that the Pacific const -
fords but comparatively fow harbors and shipping ports, the
geographicsl location of Gray's harbor presents & prominent po-
sition for an important maritime port, which with an adequate
appropriation and expanditure of public money will complete
what nature has provided, a harbor for the commerce of na-
tions.  With all theee facts in view and the rapid development
of the state of Washington with its untold weslth in lumber,
mineral and agricultural resourves, we respectiully ask you to
secure the appropriation of the sum of one million dollars for
the improvement of Gray's harbor and the Chehalis river.

VANCOUVER, WASH, —1¥g i8¢,

With the dawn of the new year naturally comes the review
of the old, a retrospect that in larger cities than curs rans into
columns and pages of specisl newspaper editions, and although
Vancouver is not yet ripe for sach displays, it has much to its
credit. The past year has seen a flattering increase of its pop-
nlation, enterprise, industries and wealth, and facilitios lor in-
crease of business. The population has increased at laast one
thousand, judging by the additionsl houses occupied daring the
yesr, and the increase Is of working people as well as including
s number of capitalists aud manufacturers. Some of the mon-
eyed men of Vancouver have joined hands with new men in
the establishment of mills and factories and brick yards. New
additions have been lald out and improved. The street rall-
rosd was planned, built and put in operation. The manieipal-
ity estallished and operated electric light works, and s making
further improvements therein. Our lumbermen put in force
the logging operations of the V. K. & Y. Ry, have bulll two
new mills and improved others already bullt, so that the Van-
couver output of lumber is now an item worth mentioning in
the commercial lists of the Columbia river country, The out-
pot of every mill, factory, brick yard and orchard has been in-
creased largely over the previous year, so that 1850 may be
set down us the most active and successful in Clarke county,
Ballding operstions have been carried on with great activity
since May, The fire of June 22nd gave a new start (o the erec
tion of brick business blocks on Main street, and there are now
nearing completion nine handsome brick stores, while s four-
story liotel, 100 x 100 feet, is in process of erection. Neveral
fine residences have been completed and others are now being
finished, rome of which would be & credit to Portlind even.
The number of dwellings erected in all pasts of the city and
new additions is not far from 100, and all are occupled. There
are no houves 0 rent, and more are wanted,

The to'al product of our Jamber mills for 185 foots up about
12,000,000 feet for ahipment, besides home consumption. Our
brick yards have turned out 3,000,000 brick, somme of which
bave been shipped to Astoris, Gray's harbor snd Puget soand,
vat more of them used st home. The prone orchards of this
vicinity have produced about 100 tons, or 200,000 pounds of
dried fruit, while the prodact of the whole county would add
considerably more. The Increase of freight shipments from
Vancouver compelled the 0. . & N. Co. to rest docks, emoploy

an agent and send barges with cars to carry away our products,
This In alone an item of considerable advancemont. All these
operations of industry have added to our wealth as & commune
ity, which Is evidenced by Increased activity in all branches,
the well-doing of two banks and the constant employment of
our laboring population. Our schools, both public and private,
have been compellod, by great increase of attendance, to en-
large their facilitien in space and number of teachers, have
been more efficient, and are & crowning evidence of the pros-
perity of the city, So great has been the improvement that
our neighbors see and acknowledge It In various ways, more
particularly by coming here and Investing in real estate, The
movemen's of real estate for the year have been very exten:
sive, though not partaking of & hoom order, Four additions to
the city, one nearly hall ws lurge as the clity proper, have been
lald off and improved, hundreds of lots sold and many houses
built upon them. Vancouver heights addition has pot only
hind it streets cleared, but water works have been eslablished,
pumping machinery pul in and water pipes lald, which gives
ita realty & practical home value.

All these things make Vancouver people bellove that our
city is on the road of real progress and prosperity, [t Is certaln
that for 1590 our merchants will have & #tlll betler trade than
last yoar, The architects tell us there are many plans on hand
for new buildings to be erected the coming year, and bulkding
will cortamnly be more active than daring the past year. Heal
ostate movements continue and will take on new sotivity from
the buildiog of new rallroad lines to Poget sound and Central
Washington which will pass through Vancouver, and there ls
but little doubt that the Columbia will be bridged at this polet,

The city sathorities are moving setively for the [mprovement
of streets, for establishing sewers, and for an lncrense of the
eloctric light service. Manulscturing (ncilities are being In-
creased duy by day, and everywhere incrensed activity ls visl-
bie in all Indastries. These things are the foundstion lor & pre-
diction that 1500 will be & star yoar for the awakened oity of

Vancouver.— Independent.

EUOGENE CITY, ONROON

The year 1880 has beets & prosperons year in Lane county.
In Eageno a number of stately business houses have been
orocted ot Willamette stroet and many dwelling houses have
been srected all over town, There has been parkaps & greater
number of houses erected than during say other yoar, and we
think the increase in population has been greater. The same
18 trus aa 1o other parts of Lane county. Prices for lown lots,
which have remalned dormant and aboormally low, excepting
on Willamette street, (rom the tme the town was lald ol up lo
the present, are now beginning 1o show signs of waking up all
over town, A place on Ninth street, thal sold about five years
ago for §375, sold recently for §3,500, and less than two lots In
the sastern part of town, that cost §200 quite recently, sold &
fow days ago for 1990, This Ie only the beginnlog of sctivity
that lisa long been delayed by the remote and (nacvessltle con:
ditlon of the coustry.  We look for greater advaness n prices,
groater improvemants, and o larger (ncrease (o populalion, dur-
ing the pext ten years—perhaps five yoars—than have taken
place daring the thirty seven years that the lown has rxisted
up o the presest Uime. The population, now abost 300, per-
hape o ltthe more, will soon be five, alx, eight and len thomsand,
and the town will speedily assnme U lunctions of o city— much
soonet than anyone can reslise.  The growth has been s slow
in the past that we who have been bere (rom the firet we llable
10 hase our calenlations for the future on the past. This will
not do of all, for the conditions ae now all changed. The tide




