fint we are confident that this failure lays rather in the pur-
chasers not getting quite as big u thing as was at first supposed,
and not in the cause that the mine is entirely worthless. The
best mining men who have been over the ground affirm that
there is enough good ore there to repay the company back all
they have expended on the property, and that tanneling and
drifting in the right direction might yet reveal a bonansa.

Two attempts were made during the summer to open op the
Willoughby & Ware property on Admiralty island, but in both
cuses the bonds were thrown up after developing the property
1o some extent. Now the original owners are preparing to
erect & mill on the property next season, and as there is con-
siderable good ore in sight, in all probability it will not be
losing venture.~Free Press, Juneau, Alaska,

—_—

IDAHO'S AGRICULTURE.

A gentleman writes us to inquire if we make any clatms for
1daho a8 an sgricultural state. Most certainly we do. Though
glie lias vast mineral resonross, wo beliove that Idsho will be
known preeminently as an agricultural atate, Agricultare i in
its infancy here, yet this year's crops are roported as follows:
Whest, 3,400,800 bushels; oats, 2140860 bushels; barley,
1,160,450 bushels ; corn, 407,400 bushels; rye, 640,0 0 bushels;
grass seeds, 17,360 pounds; hiay, 424,740 tons; potatoss, 1,850,-
000 bushels; other vegetables, 538,000 bushels; apples, 277,
000 bushels; pears, 20,850 boxes; peachos, 34,860 boxes ; plunis
and pranes, 34,350 boxes; grapes, 18,200 hoxes; berries of al
kinds, 76,600 boxes,

Live stook returned for assessment, which undoubledly is
much less than the true number: Thoroughbred horses, 1,113;
graded horses, 21,428; native horses, 105,263; mules, 2,480
jacks and jonnies, 206; thoroughbred bulls, 1,400, tharougbrsd
cown, 1,440; graded bulls, 4,822; graded cows, 1,007; rnge
cattle, 350,295 ; work oxen, 1,422 imported shoop, 4,120; grad-
od sheep, 65,500; common sheep, §17,274; Angora goats, 3,500 ;
hogs, 38,074. Ls not all this a pretty gool showing as an agri:
cultural state in its infancy ?

For agricultaral purposes thero fs no finer ¢limate on the
globe than that found in Idaho—and thie same may be said of
it soll. Tn Northern Iduho rains are frequent, and there i no
resort to {rrigation, which is necessary in southern 1dsho. Ap
ples, pears, plums and pranes, both in quantity and quality,
flourish in 1daho as in the most favored spots of the world.
The amount of fruit raised por acre would seem fatialout lo ita
statement to any one not familiar with the orchards of this
young territory, One thousand bushels per aere 18 pol An un-
usoal average of the apple crop. The uverage grain erops can
be stuted at these Ogures: Wheat, forty hushiels to the acre,
and n some seasons the aversge i as high s sixty tahiole
oate will average from sixty-five to seventy hnshels to the acre;
harley will avergge from forty-five to filty ushiels (o the sere
Corn {8 not » first-class crop In ldaho. Potatoes, from 200 to
500 bushals per acro, and sometimes a thonsand busliels o the
acre; onlons, the same a8 polatoes | hiay, from four o seven
tons per acre—an & hbly would be & little more than
five tons; of timothy, clover and Allalfs, {herw are two eropain
[dabo, and sometimes three,

The abundant pasturage, the great crops of hay and her
mild wintors, make Idabo an excoptionally flne country for
stock mising. Ho, ns an agricultural country, we know of no
section of the nalon, twking it all in all, that is the equal of
Idaho. When & stranger in aaked 10 oonalifer our large cropé,
he should remember that Idaho, in distant sges, hiss been sl
jocted to great volcanic overflow, which in the process of disin:
tegration has left in the soll rich supplies of salts and minerale

WEST SHORE.
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which are the luxnriant support of plant and vegetable life.—

Boise Stalesman,

Tacoma enterprise proposes to shorten the journey hetween
that city and Olympla. At presont the quickest route ia by
steatser aronnd the head of the peninsala ot which Tacoma (s
sitanted, the trip taking three hours. Tt fs proposed to bulld &
streot railway on Filteenth stroet to the city linits and thenee
acrods th peninsela to the narrows, whers it will conpect with
u line of stoarners. This will reduce the time fully an hoar,
The motive power will probably be electricity, The bullding
of thi line s dependent upon securing a lranchise on Filtenth
street,

—_——

Contract has been lot for ties for the line of the Seattle &
Northern between Anacortes and Sedro, and the line, which ls
all graded and for which the steel rafls are now on haml, will
be n running order by the first of July next, 1t will tap the
Oregon Improvement Co'a. coal mines on shagit river, lrom
which 1,000 tons dally will be forwanled to Anacortes for ship:
ment. ‘Thin coal s of & superior quality and will be in groat
demand, An extensive warf i belog constructed &t Anacor
tos, which will become quite an important stopping poln?

Notwithatanding the report that only & thiree: fourtha crop was
raised In the country tributary to Pullman this year, varefnl
investigation shows & large yleld, as the followlng fgures il
At 700,000 bisshels of wheat, 76,000 bushals ol barley, 85,4 00
bashels of flax and 50,000 bushels of oats, making & grand tos
tal of 910,000 buabiels. Tncreased acroage and the recent heavy
rain (ndicate that next yoar the crop will be ullll groater.

Diuring the past yoar seversl unsucossslul altempts wers
made 1o strike natural gas by borlng n the vidinity of Cle El-
lum and Roalyn, Washinglon, The experiment has rot heen
abandonea, and It 1s reported that work will soon be resumed,
Thio [ntention I to bore at different places In (he boltom, prob-
ably an far down sa Teanaway, unlosn the borloge bigher up

should be successinl,

Last wook's Wear Huons contalned an articla about the
Cracker creek mines of Baker county, Omgon,  The new
$150,000 mill of the Fureks & Fxcelalor Cannolidated Mining
o, Ia now in fall operstion, The first run of ore from Fareks
and Exoelalor mines was started on the evening of Dee. 1ith

inst,

An opers hotse company s beon Incorporated In Sosttls
withh §200,000 capital. There sre five incorporstor and the
objeet in to build and equip an opera hotse [ that ety that
shiall be one of the finest on the Paciflc const, Proparations
for bullding have already hegun.

The Nelson placer mine, seven iflen west of Rakar Clty, is
one of the rlchest placers on the Pacifle const, 1t wan sold for
100,000 ahout » yoar Ao The final clean-up this summer |8
reported as the best sver made, The mine ln worked by hy-

dranille process,
Milion Oregon In growing mapidly, This year 14 dwelling

houses have boen bullt as against W in 1888, Kighteen resls
Aatioes, & tew baok building and several other business houses

are now under coure ol vonstrtion,

The passonger (ralns wosl aver the Northemn Pacifie am
long ones and every car s crowded with immigranta, ssillors
anil apeculaton who are bound lor Oregen and Washington,




