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peril to life and limb. The passage is long and in
places very steep—in fact almost vertical. This feat
has heen done by & number of persons visiting the
caves.  For any party of explorers to enter these caves
without a guide, would be a most risky piece of bus-
iness: forwhen once fairly entangled in the intricate
lthyrinth of rooms and passages, places of exite and
entrances, it would be impoggible to find one's way out
to the “open world™ One might wander in helpless
hewilderment through gloomy regions for days, weeks
and even months without finding an outlet from this
motntain prison.  There is one man who, having very
frospently explored these caves, uets as guide to all
purties who desire to enter. No traces can be found
where human beings have at former times inhabited
{hese dungeon-like abodes, or even visited them.  Nor
have they been used as dens by wild animals.  Near
ane of the openings, in a gmall chamber, ean be found
i few small bones of birds and small animals—prob- |
ably wolves or bears have killed their prey and de-
voured the flesh near the mouth of the cave, not hav-
ing the courage to penctrate far.

Darkness in these caves is profound—almost palpa-
Wle, and the silence is most solemn and oppressive;
the very gloom eeems weighted with an oppression
that is awful at times.  Human voices sound strange
and sepulchral, while the flaring torches and lanterns
cast flnshes of light between which flit and lurk deep,
sinister shadows—like frowning spectres playing hide
il soek.

The most remarkable feature of the upper cave is
what i& known as the * Queen's Chamber,” which i
spacious and well worthy the appellation.  Countless
stulactites depend from the ceiling and projecting points
of voeks, which, under the uncertain, unsteady glare of
torches, present & wonderful sight—reminding one of
o huge arctic grotto, thickly hung with snow white ici-
ddos. These stalactites have been in slow process of
formaution for years—centuries perhaps, One thing
that ndds greatly to weird benuty of the view P8 the faet
that at the extreme tip end of each stalnctite hangs
a solitury drop of crystal water. ['nder the light each
drop fashes and corruscates with all the fiery bril
Lianey of a hugp solitaire dinmond. This seene il
lustrated on the first page.

Another very singular formation is called the "
nniL's Tllllg“&” which, in form, very 1‘lum'|y resemhlos
thintorgan, Tt is attached to, and pmludinu from the
wull, und is gevoral feet in length. On the floorof one
of the lower chambers in the lower cave is a very ¥in:
citlar formation caused by the slow dripping of water
from the ceiling. This formation bears a close rosoti-
lance to petrified moss, or conl. The aetion of the
water and decomposed lime-stone has wrought out o
hinite variety of exquisite forms of delicacy and
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beauty. It is very fragile and breaks with the brittle:
ness of fragile glass.  But when broken off and exposed
to sunlight and the open air these moss-like forma-
tions soon turn to s dull unattractive color and lose
their eharm.

The remoteness of these cnves and the great difli-
culties to be overcome in reaching them, have prevents
ol hundreds from visiting these nataral wonders of
Oregon.  Before many years, howover, & good passa-
ble road will probably be opened from Grant's Pass to
the mountain, and then they will no doubt become
favorite places of resort, and objeots of interest and nt-
traction to tourists.
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Speaking of the large shipment of Oregon made
iron pipe to San Franciseo, n loeal papor says: It is
a pleasing sight o Oregoninng, who have s long
witched their money flow into Californin coffors, to
g the tide vow turned in the other direction,” Grant-
ed, but i it equally pleasing to see Portland money
sont to 8. Louis for pipe for her water mning, when
a better quality of pipe is made here and ean be Inid
down at the same figure.  1f Portlanders are lookiog
for something pleasing to gaze upon let them contem-
plate this for a while.

Portland policemen will eheer up a little when they
read of the Ray Foster case in San Franciseo, A
eripplod woman disappenrs from & house, but partially
dressed, the indications being that she was killed by
some one secreted in her room and her |N'H|_\' carriod
away, and the police of the eity know no more uhout
it than those of Portland doof the whereabouts of
(iibbs. There are more things than one that * no ful.

luh can find out”

Two woeks ago the Wisr Sionk oalled attontion
to the fuct that  twostory frame building had been
erooted in the business part of the eity, which stands
as  mensee 1o adjneent property.  Fhe uses to which
it is put render it peculiarly Hinble to fire, and the of-
ficils who have permitted this violation of the ordi-
annee establishing fire limits should have their con:
duet investigated by the city couneil,

« Joe the Turk "=mny his tribe decronge—wants
the necommodating jailers of East Portland to permit
hit to have his photograph taken with the prison
walls for n back ground.  When this is done he will
uo doubt hawk them about the streets with the War
¢y venders as * Joo the Martyr," and the good eause
will again be on the ascendant.

With an assessed yaluation of taxable property al
£125,058 879, being an increase in the year of noarly
ont. the now state of Washington sets her.

fifty port ‘
self up in busines in a most promising way.




