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When guch a man a8 William Beck dies, the com-
munity in which he has lived not only misses from
ite members a man of upright and honorable life, but
its business interests suffer a positive loss, Mr. Beck
has lived & long and useful life, one that the rising
generation would do well to emulate.  He wag born in
Roxbury, Penn., Nov. 22, 1817, and came fo Oregon
qeross the plaing in 1852, since which time he has re-
sided constantly in Portland, and hag built up a bus-
iness, by hard work and constant attention, that he in-
erensed from asmall shop to a large wholesale and re-
(il establishment, His labor never ceased until two
days before his demise, at theage of seventy-one years,
Though by no means a man anxious for publie atten-
tion, he was most enterpriging in spirit and took a
prominent part in many movements for the general
welfare. It was William Beck who finally fulfilled the
propheoy that at some time there would be a bridge
seross the Willamette at Portland, by building the
Morrison Street bridge, the first constructed across that
stream, though five now span it at various places. Mr.
Beck was o man of most genial and kindly disposition,
o keen observer and a warm friend of those who earned
hig regard. “In his family he took especial pride. He
leaves n wife, two sons and a daughter to mourn an
irroparable loss. Of his sons, Willinm (. was his
partuer in the firm of William Beck & Son, and Gieo,
\. residesin Portland. Thedaughter, Mrs. Ed. Stone,
is  resident of Spokane Falls.

A would be citizen was refused naturalization pa-
pers by Judge Van Reynegom, of San Francisco, be-
cause of his utter ignorance. Tt is more than twenty
vears since he filed his fiest papers in Wiscongin, aud
vt he did not know what the word * riot” means, and
when asked if he believed in a republican form of gov-
ernment said ¢ No gir; Tam a demoerat.”  His appli-
cution was denied, and yet he was no more ignorant
than thousands who have been “run in" for political
uses, and whose votes nullify the ballots of native born
and naturalized citizens of intelligence. Instead of &
fow spasmodic instances of this kind, there ghould be
o general drawing of the line on every judicial beneh
i the country.  Naturalization reform ig one of the vi-
tal questions of the day, and thovsands of Americans,
both of native and foreign birth, consider it 5o exsentinl
# principle that they have made it the chief plank in
the platform of & new party. There are, however,
many times the number remaining in the old parties,
who are in sympathy with the principle, and by whom
it will at some time be made a living issue.

The sucoessful lnunching of the cruiser S Fran-
rseo in the city of the same name A fow days ago 18
[mut}mr swP in the ﬂ(h’ll}ﬂ' lhl.' Plll'iﬂt‘ const is mink-
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ing in the construction of iron vessels, A navy is
slowly being built, and the new ships are equal to
the best in the world, but there are not enough of
them. General Miles calls attention to the fact that
at therate we are going it will take us fifty years to
build as many vessels as England ean now send to any
one of our harbors in six weeks. Itis only when such
comparisons as this are drawn that wo realize our pit-
iful wenkness, the more pitiful because we might be
strong if we would.  Let congross authorize the cons
struction of o navy, without limiting the secretary to
three or four vessels of a fixed charncter, and in o fow
years the United States will beequipped as she should
be to maintain her position on the seas. Goneral
Miles estimates that $100,000,000 will place the sen
const of the United States in « perfect condition of de-
fense, and argues that ns a matter of business sconomy
only the expenditure ought to be made, It sounds
like a large sum of money, but it is a bagatelle to the
loks the country would sustain in a fow weeks of war
without such defenses. The nation ought toxduy to be
as willing to spend “millions for dofense ™ ax it was
years ago when it was less able to afford it.

Suit has been commenced by Miss H, P Isnacs,
Mre. J. D. Laman, Mes, B 1. Davenport and Mrs,
(. B. Burrows of Walla Walla, Mrs. Anderson Cox of
Waitsburg, and Mrs, 8 E Cummings, of Wallula,
against the judges of election in their respective pre-
cinots, for o refusal to permit them to vote at the re-
cont state election. Dumages are fixed nb K600,
Phis suit is o determine the status of the woman suf-
frage movement in Washington.  For  time, by net
of the logislature, women exercised the right to vote,
it on juries, hold offieo and pay taxes, but the supreme
court of the territory decidod the act void, and now
they are only permitted to pay taxes. Iighly as they
pstoomn this Iatter priviloge they want the others nlso,
honee this suit.  Even if they gain it thore ix a long
road to travel before reaching the goal, wince Waah-
ington his now hecome & state and ndopted a consti-
pution, and a specinl article providing for woman wuf-
frage waw overwhelmingly dofoated.  All they oan hope
for s a reopening of the question.  They oertalnly can
not invalidute the entire election, but may get such
moral support by a decision in their fuvor that an
amendment to the constitution will again be submitted

for ﬂllupliun h_V the Imu[lll*.
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One of the features of the great combination of the
Uuion Pacifie and Northwestern that has generally
been lost sight of in contemplating the greatness of the
deal nnd its effocts, in the status of the Oregon Paeifie,
wao direot and positive statement Lo that effect
has been made by the officers of that company, they
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