WEST

Probably no eity in the United States has done Joss
for ite own adornment, and has taken less forethought
for its future beauty, well being or the plensure of jts
vitizens, than Portland.  Parks, boulevards, fountains,
ete,, are to be seen almost everywhere save in this city,
which might, if it would, rival thew all,  To be sure,
we have a city park in the rough, which, even if beau-
tified s it should be, will be h‘li‘rll")’ iluulw[untv to
our needs ten years hence, and we have one fountain,
the gift of a departed citizen, but we have no grand
avenue, though possessing facilities for making e of
surpassing magnificence.  Through the heart of the
vity, from the hills on the south to H street on the
north, a distance of one and one half wiles, runs a
tract one hundred foet wide, dodicated o the public as
o purk.  For the purpose to which it is devoted it is
practically useless, as a long, narrow strip of that kind
cnn never be utilized ax o park, but for a grand avenue
it i most eminently fitted, and st a compuratively
small expense Portland could make hore one of the
grandest driveways in the world, lined on either hand
by beautiful shade trees, flowers, foliage plants and
ornamental shrubs.  The greatest dithiculty to be en
countered i a legal one, sinee n diversion of the prop
erty from the uses for which it was dedieated to the
piblie can only be done by obtaining the consent of
the heirs of the original donors, and hy seeuring title to
those blocks between Taylor and A streets, which, ow
ing to legal |'u|||i||i|‘ulhllw. finiled to finally beeutng thie
property of the Iﬂlll“l' These latter must be |-urvim~-~'|
and to secure n fund for this purpose an il has been
suggested by a prominent attorney whohas given mich
thought to the subject.  On either side of the bloeks
runs a street, and if o strip twenty-five fiot wide were
viiented by the oity council, title to that strip woulil
vost in the owners of the abutting property.  llefore
the vacation ondinance is passed, an agreement colili
be procured from such property owners to pay into &
fund an agreed sum, such fund to I applind ipon
the purchase of the blocks mentioned The scheine is
perfoctly practicable, but witthd poxquire tiuch patient
and soaloun effort on the part of some one taking 4 doep
interest in it stccess. Tuitial procesdings might be
taken by the board of trade. in the appointment uf s
special commiittes 1o take charge of the matler oind ot
it in shape for aetion by the ety counetl A better
souree from which sction in this matter could spring
wotild be an im;mwmm‘n! asscxctntiog of Busiess en
s property owners formed for the wpe
promoting the improvement of (he by
society conld find ample seope f
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nue would be most desirable, that such & purpose is
the best to which the park blocks can be devoted and
that this can be done much wore cheaply now than at
any time in the future, are throe considerations that
suggest the advisability of inmediate action,

The alatming froquenoy of accidents on the rail:
romids of the northwoest beeause of the efforts of eattle to
drive locomotives from the track has become a question
Nearly evory state tn the
unton has o statute |\lluimlhlll rallroads o fenoe thelr
right of way and bubld eattle guards at all crossings,
andd i is time such o bew found ia plaes onour statute
hooks, At common law the milroad company has just
the sane rewponsibilities s an individual in the use of
it property, and is not anly ot required Lo foneo it
rond but is not liable for damages by reason of aocl-
donts onused by cattle stenying upon the track unless
grons carlessnoss (8 shown in the anagement of the
train. 1t wan early recoguised, however, that a loes
motive rushing st groat speed along on bron track was
a mighty engine of destruction which could vl in any
wity be compared to anything ordinary individuale e,
ployed in using their property, snd in most statos, as
in Oregon, statutes were enaoted rendoring & oompany
liable for all damages resulting frot & pegleot to ot
the track.  But most stales have gone a slep beyord
this, and the tine has come when this stop must alse
he taken here  Bebind the roshing liwotiotive and
completely at the meroy of Mim who controls the iron
horse, are millions of human boings annually, whose
Jives are too precious o be placed in Joopardy stmply
t save n milroad company the expense of bullding a
fonee along its track. Tt i not enongh that the eom:
paniies be compelled o pay for all damages fliotesd ;
the chibef it I8 b0 render as moure as possibile the
lives of thoso wha entrust tholr persons Lo thelr cars,
il w0 Jong a the trnek 8 open to the appmach of sl
tlo, those Hvos are plaved in sl lens ,mpil'-ly It an
question whether these accidonita are not oty ox e
sive than would e the sonstroetion and maintenative
of o feree. sl roaliglng this, the companies way do as
o« trawire of soonomy what ought 1o be required of
thetts w0 & simple matter of public safety,  Atall svents
the dity of all legislatures s plain in the matter, and
(et righd laws should be paased and supported
with adesquate penaltion o secare their enforoement
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It 1o unlawful for estile, hurses, .!urp of swine o
roatin o large theough the sireetaof Portlaml.  The e
raind of thowe coentures within the elty Nmits bs de
wiatudeed as n matler of Imlillr wndd individual ﬂ“]’
and conventence and the law is generally olwerved.
L wholesone stberpt be being wade beyond the Wil
otte o abate the Salvation Army nulsanes, from
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