THE NICARAGUA SHIP CANAL.
NITED STATES Minister Mizner, at Managua.
U has finally suceeeded in settling the dispute be-
tween those two Contral American states, Costa
Rica and Nicaragun, in regard to the boundary
hetween them in ense an intersoceanie eanal ghonld be
constructed across the latter country on the route that
is generally conceded to be the most feasible.  This
would invalve the building of n eanal into which the
Son Juan eiver wonld be turned 4 unmber of willes
above its mouth.  Ax that river i the boundary line
between the two states o l|llﬁlliull wite raised ag 1o the
ownership of the land between the prosent wnd the
proposed channels of the strenm.  The settlement of
that internationn] difficulty leaves the fiekl eloar for
the construction of the ship canal noross the isthmus,
and it is likely that active operations towand the con-
summation of the enterprise will soon be undertaken
The scheme of constrneting a ship eanal across the
isthmus originated shortly after the disoovery of the
Panama barrier to n diveet route from Enrope to the
Kast Indes.  Columbus was searching for o shorter
route to India when he discovered Ameriea. and he
thought he had reached the Asiatic const.  The opera.
tions of Balbon, however, dispelled that illusion and
the ol problem again presented (tself Ax varly as
1528 Galvao, n Spuanish engineer, proposed o Charles
V', an artificial waterway across the isthmms, and six
years luter that sovereign directed Cortez to locate
route, which was subsesquently done.  Tn 1551 Gomars
stiggested  three routes, one of which was hy way of
Nicarngun.  In the two centuries following o nmber
of explorations and plans were made, but without any
practical results.  The publication in {804 ol the able
diseussion of the merits of the various routes by Hum
boldt sroused new interest in the matter, and sine

then the growing ilu|n1rln||m» of th |-ru¥-!r'1n hine oo

aanded wide attention. The abandonment of the
sentch for n northwest passage, of rather, its detion
strated uselossnes, revived the ldea of cutting through
the land that communieation between Eutope
Indin might be established by wator without the neees
"Il'\‘ nfllnlll!ll"“ Ghond "hln'. which was a i
ilangerous VOvie Then the Sue canil was oon
coived by that eelebrated Franchs engineer, M de Los
seps, who recently wrought such s pgantie fallnre un
Panama, and it wan carried 1o sucoessful bt I u

measure that drew attention from the Nicaragus cans
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becaune 1t relloved the old world of the previo
ieting diffieulty of communication Iwtweon 1!
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as of the eastern portion, especially of North Ameriea,
mide more urgont cach year some nicans for trans
forring ships betwoen the Atlantie and Pacifle icoans
without making the long voyage through the troples
and wronnd Cape Horn, The falure of the de Losseps
canal enterprise on Panama direets mwore atbention o
the Niearagua route, and, now that all international
complications Hkely to in any misuner interfore with
the consummation of that entorprise have bevn amiea
bly adjusted, there 18 o probability smounting slmost
to cortuinty that the Niearagun ship canal will be
living ngent in the commeroial world within a fow
yours

The route in st genoral favor niny be hriolly de
seribod as follows - Starting from Brito harbor on the
Pacific o canal sixtoen miles Joug will eonnect with
lnke Nicaragun, which is 107 feet absive the veean. The
vertical distance conld be overcome by ten Lift looks
Thenee the cotrse will Bio in & southensterly direetion
through the lake, passing the veleanto iland of Made
r-Ometapec, i1 4 straight lioe to the outflow of the
San Jusn river. The lake varies in depth hetweey
five mid sixtoon fathoms At the outflow of the Ban
Juan thore bs & conslderabile shoal that will have to be
removed.  Passing down the river (1 has & natural
nnyigable channel for a distanee of wbout twenty Hye
millen. Thon n setion of mplde will nesd to be aversome
by artificinl wensn and noar the wouth of the MBan
Tuan it will e peoessary 1o cotistrict & harlor, which
is the mest dithoult engineering fost prosentod in the
entire scheine. o order (o avold the silt that washes
down from the mouth of the Rio Grande (not the one
that forme the boundary between the United States
and Mexion) a revetment st be vonstraeted, and
is also conmidersd essontial 1o the mmlulrh- siicvens of
the Atlantie o of the enterprise that the Kan Juan
eiver he turned from e couiese silne tonty of 1I'airl_|r
iillow above {8 mouth snd comdicted In s ennal to Uil
watar i few miles niirthwand of the present onith of
estoring the harlar of Gpytown is the
Mt that be sone

the stream
greatost diffieulty b e avereane
wldermd of soall inportance in eomparis with sme
fomtures of the other roites nugguh.l
\iother route across Nlenragua i to go up the Nan
fuan tiver o Lake Nlewragua, through that lake wid
1o Lake Marsgun & short distanee 10 the northwest
throagh that lake and 1o the oooan by means of a
sanal forty five miles Jong aeross (he grost plales of
Loots. Thie i longer than the one first tlesetrilwdd, but
{1 sk o be e h miore rulllr mnllmn"ll'll witle for
wile and for that reason it ls viewsd with favor by
aty engineers St tie cotumse thrmugh Lake Mans:
gua in little better than it would be if the lake were
ot there, (8 bming tecossary W deedge snd biast the
hannel neatly the wheole distation of about ity millen




