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OF pioking has
been in pro
gress in the
villeys of Cil:
ifornin,  Ore.

gon,  Washington

and  British (ol

winbin fur s month

prst, il th fields
have presented
seenes of bustling
industry from ear-
ly dawn Gl twi.
light.  For several
woeeks vet the work
will eontinue in some places, and then
the fields will be deserted until the raing
and sun of another year ugain cover the
poles with a luxuriant growth of vines
anel ripen the myriads of clinging blos
LN
Hops are picked in California chiefly by Chingmen

In Oregon Chinese lnbor s nsed in some places, but

white people of all ages go into the fields and help gath-

or the crop, - Many of the pupils of the Indian training

school at Chemawa also earn much money in this w

ay
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Chinese lnbor is not so desirable as that
of white people or Tndisne in the hnp felds, und RITW -
ers only employ it as 8 matter of nece LY 10 mave
their orope. Such & sudden demand for labor for s
brief & period exhausts all ordinary suipplies, and hun.
dreds go into the hop felds to work who do not merk
vlllpltl)'mr'nl at other seasons of th vear. In Wash
ington and Rritisly Columbia Indian labor i rolied
apon, and the natives wake the best and most profit
able plokers. The hop fields of Yakima valley am
flledd with piekers from the ndjacent reservation, whern
Hve matne of the most industrions snd progressive In
diane to be found in the west, while those of the Puget
sound valleys and the dolta of Fraser river dopend
upons the natives that live about the shors of Puget
sound and on the mainland and islands that skirt the
const from W ashington to Alaska. 1t i a field of this
chase of plekors that is s truthfully reprosented i the
sketeh on the st page  In the huxuriant growth of
the matted and ‘IMN vines, in the mssses of rhngm“
bhope, and in the unique appearance of the pickers, old

and young, male and female, with their long hair and
brightly colored garments, the sketch is most true fo
life

Puyallup valley is the most extensively cultivated
to hops of any section of the Paeific coast. No loss
than 2,000 acres of vines, in fields varying in size from
five 1o 300 acres, ure being picked, and probably 3,000
hands, chiefly Indinns, nre engaged in the work. This
fur-famed valley possesses a deep, alluvial soil of great
fertility, and the yield of hops is marvelons. Inan
ordinary season an average of 2,000 pounds to the aere
I looked for, while 8,500 pounds have often been pros
duced under favorable conditions. This has been a
season of unprecedented dryness, and the yield has
been below the average everywhere; yet from 1,500 to
2000 pounds per acre is the report that comes from the
wost careful growers. A field of six and one-half acres
i White river valley, near Puyallup valley, yielded
IS180 pounds, or almost 3,000 pounds to the acre.
When such results can be obtained in o season like the
present, it speaks well for the quality of soil and eli-
tmate and the good cultivation and care of the grower,
But it is not 0 much of the hops as the interesting and
preturesque pickers, of which our engravings treat, that
i antended here to speak,

Ax the season draws near for the picking to begin,
the Indinns gradually assemble from far and near, and
& most motley erew they are, Those from over the
mountuing come on horses, with their worldly effects
on pack animals, the squaws with their pappooses
strapped o their backe, and the bucks with their rifles
in their hands,  With them they bring the simple con-
situents of their domestio life, consisting of a fow
blankets, s sking trom which to construet & lodge,
and w meagre supply of utensils for culinary purposes.
Those that come from the shores of the sound or the
wore distant coust to the north make the journey in
their large canoes, huge boats of their own handiwork
carved from the trunks of the giant cedars of the north,
with figures carved on the projecting prows that would
put to shame the images of Betsy Ann and maids of
the sea that adorn our merchant marine. Twenty peo
plecan find seats in one of these cedar eraft, and who!s

tribes make this annual southern pilgrimage in a floct
of canoes, much in the

War parties used to invade the
along the beach

same way as in earlier years
sound country, camping
wherever night overtakes them. The




