ALASKAN EXPLORATIONS,

OHN MUIR, the explorer and goologier, suvs that
he hag by no means yet completed his explor
tions in Alaska, and that in regard to cortain ol
phant remains there, the bridging of Bebring
ctraits and other matters, he hopes soon to add infor-
wiation that will be of great value toseience,  Although
the bridging of Behring straits has been widely ridi-
enled, Muir is inelined to beliove that such foat will
ane duy be accomplished. o suys:  Senator Stan.
ford’s girdle of steel around the arth by way of Neh.
ring #traits i8 o perfectly feasible schome,  Boliring
etraits can be bridged. 1t is only sixty milox nopoes
the narrowest place, and there are three islands striung
along it.  This would divide the bridge up into four
divisions.  But, besides this, the water s very shullow
In many places it is not over twenty foet deop. 1 un.
dortuke to say that if o man were strong enongh
ke one of onr California redwood troes in his hands,
he conld put it down anywhere over the 800 miles of
Behring sea and yet have 100 feet of it above water
This shows how easy it would be to bridge the straits.
The only trouble would be from floating ioebergs, but
that conld be eagily overcome by constrieting swinging
bridges, In this way the steaits could be kept clear
all the time and traing of eare conld ran right wlong.

“ Therp are 8o many strange things in Alaska,” add-
e the diseoverer of the Muir glacier, * that have nol
yet come to the knowledge of the public, that ane who
has soen them hesitates where to begin. - Elephant re-
maing are found all over the great valley of the Yukon
As & matter of fact, they are found everywhere through-
out the great western slope of Alaska. Dana and Nir
(harles Lyle startled the world by snnouncing that
hairy, frozen elephants were fonnd wedged among the
Niberian fcebergs, but searcely anybody knows that
thronghout Alaska are the rewaing of countless thou
sands of mastodons.  You ean dig them up and find
them an the surface everywhere, 1 saw hundreds of
them, poseibly, on my Ingt trip, and 1 nm now anx
wously trying to get up there to complete my investiys
tions. 8o thick are the elephant remains, that the na
tive Indians, on fnding them buried partislly in the
ground, decided that they were st kind of greal
mole that burrows in the soil.  This ix the story given
| collected a lot of remaing. The eollecting f
vlephant tusks every summer is . rogular biisiess 1
Siberia, just over Behring sea. W hivo just s
of them on the Alaska side = I|u'.\' avir hadd 1 Sibena
\izes ngo great herds of elephants rom | aver these
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thores. Perhaps they exited down to a cutipamti
recent date, too, for the hairy bodics and Wit pe
served bones were evidences of that

In regard 1o this latter supposti
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thaore s ample native authority to support it Tndeed,
1t 1s said that & native of the Yukon conntry elaims
to have seen one last veur alive, and o have been
frightened niarly out of his frosen wits by the appall-
ng n:,;hl
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DESTRUCTION ISLAND LIGHT,

N THE const of Washington, sutue forty  miles
0 suttth of iu F'Inl!vr‘\' and n short distanee
from the mainland, upon which s new light house

% Doing estabilishod, o siron fog signal has mlroady

beeny put in. The island was first discoversd by the
Spanish explorer, Bodega v Cundra, in the ship Sswor,
in the summer of 17706 Coaden sent s loat’s arew to
the mminband wt that point to procure w sipply of fresh
water, and they were attacked by the Inelinne wnd
killed "The falund was named by him *“ Lalade Dolores "
{ Lalwnd of Rorrows), ot beeanse of thie inetdent, how-
evor, but for the more potent reason, to the devout
Catholie, that the -{-u‘ wis the one devoted In the
Rowman ealendar to the “ Mother of Rorrows.” A fow
voars lntor an English fur teader lost s boat's srew in
precisely the same way, and he bestowed upoy the
iland e presont name 1t has boen n dangerous
apaint in the navigation of that reglon, and this year
two vessels, the Pt Gordon and Cassamlrn Adioma wore
lost there, one on the island and one on the malnland
The eroetion of & Hght tower and e malntenanes of &
Inrge fog signal will add much to the safety of vossols
The Island is
surrounded 'Ir\ a ool of rooks at a distanoe of 20 feel
from the shore, through which there is o passage on the
cast wiide, into whioh vessls may sadl It eontaine some
twenty-five acren of deep fortilo soll, eotnpletely pros

sooking to enter the Straits of Fuca

tocted from storms by the surrounding ledge of roek
1 has long been used as o garden by the Indinns, who
rench 1t b canoen from the mainland,  These Tndians,
the Quits, or Quinalts. have o reputation for horolem
i poscsting shipwres kedd mnriners not wartented by the
tneklonts above telated nor by those attenading the
wreeks of the present Year
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Tip oleetion in Moutans will be conducted on the
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workings of the systenn with mue b interest, slnge somme
mp i the ot hids of eonducting oledtions in
s anty Otegon enpeoially needs some
a0 st losaets The anrhmlly for |Dll|llnlj
i . Gonsleta 1o nnllify the eholes of the
. Wi that will render the merry five dol:
v o o the hands of the bosa's henoh-




