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CASCADES OF THE COLUMBIA

N oite lnst imsue the Wesr Suone had something to

say about the magnitude and uportance of th

governtent work jo progress at the mouth of the
Columbin ;. but great as that is, it is not of such
vilal moment 1o the northiwest as the opening of that
river o continuous pavigation from its mouth to the
great “ Inland Empire,” the vast pgrieuliveml regions

of Eastern Oregon, Eastern Washington and Tdaho
Here is A tdghty nver LpHon whose bosom shonld be

borne the cvmpmerce of 8 great eountey. rendered un

avallabde for that AT

Al i

s channel which » " ™ .

move. [t is admitted on all sides that Pon
of the Inland Ewpire would save svory vour. in thi
expense of reaching market, the total

g the eanal now in Progress. were i1 15 and
yel, notwithstanding this, the woek dra .

year Lo year, the inadequats Apptoprial L
venting the engineers from push . .
ovan pelling them 1o abandon 1 gl I
working season There bs B0 tiees sty 1 ‘
the nature and tmportance of 1his '
congress has had it fully placed befor : )

but the vital importance, even from the point of prag-
tieal peonomy of m;lking in mh-quntv Appropriatio,
¢ that the work can be carried to o speedy and g
nomical eompletion, is urged upon the attention of our
nutional legislators,  The Columbia must be opened ty
navigation befure the northwest can ]n*uill Lo make the
agricnltural, commereinl and industrial developmen
of ‘which it 1% so palpably capable.

AL the funds now on hand of the approprition
made in 1383 will be exhausted in November, and wark
must conse until another H]n]nruprillliun ean be nide
available.  Undoubtedly a considerable sum wust b

e work s agnin resuimed for the
| aninges and pracing the plant in good order
UTY & rvport stutes that 700,000 eonlid be

I i “ I. "'r' il during the offieial year beginning
e earliest mowent at which a now up
rrintion would hecome available. The enginer:
"' Vtes that, with sdequate funds to draw vy
Tt andlocks could be completed in two years
A8 total exponse much leas than will be neces
; APpronnations

* inadequate or irregularly mu
‘PPpriation to date. s £, 442500, a »

ne<third g

Mgl than required to do the w
ol il o uligy -'|“-'l._\'n been at hand
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