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of rod and gun, soenery and interesting studies of na-
tare are ineladed in the attractions of Yaquioa bay
aa & popular seaside pleasure resort.

But Yaquina bay does not depend for ite
or existence upon the patronage it may receive as a
watering place. It was selected na the deep waler
torminus of n railway that will soon
among the great transcontinental lines of the country,
not booause it would make an attractive sammer re-
sort, but becsuse of the natural advantages which it
held as & commercial point. When the railway pro-
joct was insugursted there had been no improvement
of the harbor, but there was then s prospeot that jus-
tified the scheme for erossing the mountains to tap
the rich Willamette valley and carry its produce to
the nearost seaport. The railway was then s local
onterprise.  Now that it has secured support which
{ndioates very clearly that it is fostered by one of the
strongest railway corporations in the country its mg-
pifieance to Yaquins bay is of the utmost importance.
When oconnections that make Yaquioa the western
terminus of a grest transcontinental railway system
are completed —which event, judged by all ordinary
indioations, oan not be very far in the futare—that
poiut ean ot fail to become an important commercial
oity. Bat Yaquina bay is able to stand alone on its
own merite. It is surrounded by s produetive conn.
try and it offers such inducemonts that & large por-
tion of the Willamette valley and Esstern Oregon
will seek that outlel to market simply because it is
the most profitable they oan get. The bulk of the
groat staple of the stato—wheat—will be shipped
abroad by way of Yaquina bay in spite of all the in.
flaonces that oan be brought to bear by other routes
of transportation. Other produots must
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by a ronte that is entirely feasible for railroad eon.
struction. This would traverse the Bilotz river w).
ley, which is one of the most beautiful and produ

growth | tive little valleys in the state. The Indians of fhy

valley, now included in the Bilets reservation, me.
keted last year one hundred thousand bushels of oaly

be numbered | and if convenient transportation were afforded this

amonnt would probably be quadrupled. At ope

point on the sarveyed line a vein of good coal five
foet thick is struck. The construction of that roed
would open up a very rich country tributary to Y.
quins, and afford an additional artery to make the

| Willamette valley contribute to its prosperity as wall

a8 gaining & direot benefit in refurn.

The most important element in its commereial
growth, for upon it the sucocess of the others in s
great measure depends, is the government work b
deepen the entrance to the harbor. This work wa
commenced in 1881, and by the end of the ourrent
yoar a total of $385,000 will have been expended on
it. The plan contemplates the construction of jetti,
one on the north side and one on the south, snd
their enrockment so as to confine the waters whish
enter and leave the bay by the tides in a channel oo
thousand feet wide. The channel, narrowed to this
width, will have a ourrent strong enough to keep the
bar st the entrance to the harbor free of sand
When the work was begun there were only about sev.
enteen foet of water on the bar at high tide. Now,
though the work is not yet half finished, the depth of
water at high tide is twenty-two feet, and when the
work is done and all the sand washed from the rock
bar it will carry twenty-nine foet at high tide sad
twonty.two feet at low tide. The revetment on the

gradually | south side will
sook tho same ohanvel for shipment. This uim,. ‘ south sido will be about five thousand feet long, of

tage is ono supported by natural conditions sad it
oan not be overcome.  Without transcoutinental con.
neotions Yaquios bas an assured prosperous fatare;
with those arrangements completed it surely will not
have & loss gratifying prospect

Among the projoots that are in view for Yaquina
bay is the extension of the narrow gaage railway
aystom of the Willamotte valley noroms the Const
rauge to that barbor.  In order 1o sucoesalully com.
pote with the Oregon Pacific (which operates the
Willametts Valloy & Conat railway ) it would seem
that the Bouthern Pacific company, whioh Iately se
oured control of the narrow gauge syston wost o
tain some more convenient oullet H;-u;. it now .
the graln it carries to market Yooy |,
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which four hundred and fifteen foet will be complet
od by the end of this season. About one thousssd
foet of the north revetment will be completed this
year. The government has invested over $50,000.00
in the working plant besides the tramways and wally
and it is in the interest of economy that the work be
pushed to completion ns rapidly as possible. Ye
quina bay and the vast region tributary to it are v
tally interested in the work.

Being locsted st the seaside the climate of Y&
(uina bay is mild and equable. In winter but lith
suow falls, not enough for sleighing, and it remains
but & fow days.  The lowest hmm there
whs cight degrees above mero. Flowers l"‘“"n’
bloom uniuterraptedly throughout the winter. Itis
diitoossary to state that the summers are oool d
“ Bl Neither the soil nor olimate lack mol

© ey wewson of the year, though the precipite

4 dur g the wet season is considersbly les tha

Willatetto valley, Immediately on the contt




