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% THE WEST SHORE.

YAQUINA BAY, ORBGON.
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HE arm of the ocean bearing the name of Ya-
T quina bay indents the western shore of Oregon
about midway between its northern and mnthtlem
boundaries. It is an enlargement of the Yaquina
river near its mouth and extends inland a distance of
s little more than four miles It is now one of the
most popular summer resorts in the porthwest. It
also has & commercial fatare of more than ordinary
promise and as cortain of realization as the vest in.
lsud country is of development.

Yaquina bay was in the midst of an unbroken In-
dian reservation extending along the cosst a distance
of one hundred and twenty-five miles and from the
orest of the Const range to the ses, until the latter
part of 1805, when congress opened for settlement s
strip through this tract from the Alsea river, about
fourtesn miles south of the bay, to a line touching
the const six miles north of Yaquina Previous to
that time a company in Ban Franeisco had the oyster
beds of the bay leased from the government, and for
sovoral years prossouted s profitable business there,
it being necessary, however, to pay the Indians s
shilling » bushol for all the bivalves harvested under
this agreemont.  As soon s the tract was subject to
sottloment & number of men who had bean watohing
the turn of affairs in that seotion hurried in and
slaked out olaims on the unsurveyed land, which
ware coufirmed to them when the survey was made,
Tho firet claims taken were whers the town of New.
port now stands.  This was platted oo the south side
of the point evclosing the bay on the north, a fow
yoars afier soltlomont. Boven yoars ago it was regu.
Iarly incorporated under state law and given a full
olty government. The city of Newport now has »
population of about six hundred. The usaal trades
aod professions represented in a thriving community
are found there.  The business portion of the town is
located on & narrow flat along the water, and from
that the land rises rapidly back to the undulating
surface of the interior. The buildinge are of wood,
but the salt spray that is sometimes blown in from
the oooan renders them almost fireprool, and it in n
faot worthy of note that not » vinglo building of any
kind o the town has beon destroyed by fire sinee the
firet sottloment was wade thore, Thore is well or.
gruieed fire company, bowover, 1o extinguish any
“mlﬂ. blass that may oocar, A walor WP'I'1}'
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shopa and mercantile houses. The Episcopal chureh
is in charge of Rev. Chas. Bootb, the well-known g,
ganizer of missions, formerly of Corvallis. This i
the neatest church edifice in the county. A

has been erected at Newport at a cost of $4,00000
(t commands & magnificent view of both the bay ad
ocean. Mr. Booth is now erecting a church at To.
ledo. The Roman Catholics are completing a hous
of worship, and the Methodists are also erecting 4
peat and comfortable church building. A ferry lins
orosses the bay and another plies to Yaquina City,
nbout three miles farther up the harbor. Ban Fren.
eisco steamers and coasting vessels also land st the
wharf there,

Yaquins City was started about five years ago—
the tide water terminus of the Willamette Valley &
Const railway, the construotion of which was then be.
gun at that point. Though not yet incorporated it
has more than five hundred inhabitants, It is the
actual, operating, deep water terminus of the railrosd,
and as such it is an important business point. Itis
the point of transfer between railroad and ocean tral-
fie. 1t has good school and chureh privilages, s fine
hotel, & saw mill, three salmon osnneries, the only
bankiog house in the county outside of Corvallis
which is the county seat, a ship yard, oustom houss,
telegraph office, large warehouses and docks with
equipment for handling freight, railway depot and
yard and the company's machine shops and a num.
ber of other business establishments, 1t oocupies &
excellent business location and its connections ineus
it s good growth, now that the extension of the rail
way through Enstern Oregon is assured.

Besides Newport and Yaquina ity and their re
corded additious there have been other plate of land
on the bay filed There are Olyde, Alexandria sd
Brooklyn between Newport and Yaquioa Qity on the
vorth and ecast sides of the bay, and West Yequios
opposite Yaquina Oity, and Bouth Beach oppasile
Newport. These are all attractive looalities and wil
eventaally be included in the one city that will oees
Py the bavks of Yaqaine bay., There is no conflie
of interests, no jealous feeling between the towns oa
the bay.  Altogether they are strewn along the waler
for u distance not exceeding four miles, and it is oo
hﬁuly indulging in no very wild dream to say thetit
will not be many years before the eity will be eoe-
tinuous from the head of the harbor to ite fool, aad
on both banke It will not be thus expanded bys
boom, but by the steady growth induoed by 1he od
vautageous situstion which it occupies for comnmere
aod its rare merite ag a pleasure resort and & piﬂ‘
residencs. '“I!‘. towns on the h, are idﬂﬁﬂ"l h‘
waterial intorests, and in this article the term * Y&
quina bay " will apply to all of them collectively &




